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MALDON TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON  
17th February 2020 IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, TOWN HALL, MALDON  

COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M 
PRESENT: 

Chairman:    A Lay, (Deputy Chairman) 

Councillors:   L Dowling, F Shaughnessy (Town Mayor), M Harvey, C Mayes, C. 
Swain 

                                     
In attendance:  Jane Coleman (Town Clerk) Bob Wilson Maldon Hall allotment rep and four 

members of the public. 
         

 
64.    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Apologies were received from Cllrs P Stilts, and J Stilts (Chairman) and J Hudson 
(Maldon in Bloom). Cllr P Stilts had arranged for Cllr A Hafiz to substitute for him, but 
he did not attend.  

                    
65. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members were reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interests, Other Pecuniary Interests, or Non-Pecuniary Interests which they know 
they might have in items of business on the agenda. They were reminded that they 
will need to repeat their declarations at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave 
the room if required under the Code of Conduct.  Unforeseen interests must be 
declared similarly at the appropriate time.  
 
Cllrs M Harvey, C Mayes and F Shaughnessy declared a non-pecuniary interest in 
item 8 as one of the applicants is known to them. Cllrs C Mayes and F Shaughnessy 
also declared a non-pecuniary interest in any item relating to Maldon District Council. 

 
66. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 2nd December 2019 
 Members received and approved the Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd December 

2019 without comment.   
 

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd December 2019 be signed 
by the Chairman as a true record.   

 
67. SITE UPDATE FROM THE COMMUNITY PROTECTION OFFICERS (CPOs) 
67.1  Members received a written report from the Community Protection Team. Cllr F 

Shaughnessy congratulated the CPO’s on the excellent job they do for the Town 
Council, as she often sees them going around the town.  

                     
          RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted.  
        
67.2 Members confirmed that the Council’s requirements for the Community Protection 

Team Services for 2020-2021 remained unchanged.  
 
 Members would like to know what the CPO Team’s plans are for Trucam patrols in 

Maldon over the coming year, as they would like to have input on hotspots and times 
of day. It was noted that the current equipment can’t be used at night, and that most 
anti-social driving generally occurs in the evenings when it is dark.  
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 RESOLVED:  That the Council’s requirements for the Community Protection Team 

Services for 2020-2021 remain unchanged and councillors contribute ideas for 
locations and times for Trucam patrols for the coming year.  

 
68. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 Members received and noted a copy of the Environment Committee Financial Report 

to 31st January 2020. The Clerk confirmed that Mr D Kilby continues to undertake the 
maintenance and cleaning of the war memorial and horse trough. 

 
RESOLVED: that the Financial Report to 31st January 2020 be received and noted. 

 
69.    MALDON IN BLOOM 
 
 Cllr F Shaughnessy, Deputy Chairman of Maldon in Bloom, mentioned that there is 

a meeting on Thursday and that she is working on a project with a pupil from 
Wentworth School to plant a significant number of trees in Maldon this year. They 
have already planted some at the school, and Maldon in Bloom will shortly be planting 
a hedge at Wycke Hill pond.  

 
 She asked members for suggestions where more trees can be planted in Maldon. 

Primrose Meadow was mentioned. It was agreed that a check needed to be kept on 
the number of additional trees being planted in Maldon under this, and any other 
initiative. 

 
 RESOLVED: that the verbal update be noted.  
 
70. ENVIRONMENT ACTION PLAN  
 The committee reviewed the Environment Action plan with the following points noted: 
 
 18. Flooding at Warwick Crescent 
 Progress on this appears to have stalled since the staff changes at Moat Housing. It 

was agreed that this should be followed up. It will be difficult to clear the ditch until 
the boundary fences have been corrected. It was suggested that Peter Wynne, a 
local retired hydrologist, might be willing to contribute some ideas for a solution.  

 
 26. Streetlights  
 Cllr M Harvey noted an improvement in the number of working street lights in South 

Ward. 
  
 55.  Rat problem – Maldon Hall 
 Cllr A Lay noted that he had visited Maldon Hall allotment site at the weekend with 

Cllr M Harvey. They had noted rat activity in at least 2 sites. The new traps had been 
blown about by Storm Dennis. They also noted that waste, including some from 
chicken runs, is being dumped on the embankment which is adding to the problem. 
Cllr A Lay will be talking to tenants about the correct disposal of waste from the 
allotments during the coming months.   

 
 56. Fence at St Mary’s 
 It was agreed that a response from the Conservation Officer will be followed up.  
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 Green Waste sacks 
 In view of the withdrawal of this service, Cllr L Dowling requested that the Council 

writes to Richard Holmes at MDC asking what MDC are doing about those residents 
who live in those roads which the refuse lorry can’t access, who depend on the 
garden waste sack scheme, as she has not received any reply to her enquiries. She 
doesn’t know how many residents are affected. Cllr C Mayes noted that a smaller 
vehicle is used in Ulting to collect garden waste.   

 
 Cllr C Swain queried if these was enough space to create a communal bin for the 

affected residents. Councillors did not feel that there would be. 
                                         
71. ALLOTMENTS REPORT 
 
7.1.1 Members received a quote from Skippers for removal of Horse Chestnut and other 

trees on Plot 23A Maldon Hall allotments which had been planted by the last tenant. 
The Plot has now become vacant and before re letting the plot the trees need to be 
removed. Members were concerned that removal of the roots should be included 
also. Members approved the quote from Skippers on the basis that the roots are 
removed as well.  

  
         RESOLVED: That the quote from Skippers be approved and the work carried out 

with the roots being removed as well.    
 
7.1.2 Members received a report proposing that allotment fees are reviewed to take effect 

in 2021-22. The Town Clerk noted that she had received objections to any increase 
from two tenants at Warwick Crescent.  

 
 It was felt that the comparisons given were with much larger councils, which was 

misleading and that a better comparison could be made with Witham, Burnham and 
Southminster. It was noted that although rents appear to be high, the sites are full 
with a waiting list, so demand continues, despite the cost. 

 
 Cllr A Lay noted that as any change wouldn’t take effect until 2021, it is important to 

bear in mind increasing charges, eg for water. Cllr C Swain suggested that it might 
be more effective to focus on reducing discounts, rather that increasing rents.  

 
 It was suggested that the health benefits of allotments should also be taken into 

account.  Members concluded that there should be a standard charge across all three 
sites, despite the fact that tenants at Warwick Crescent do far more communal work 
to look after their site than on any other.   

 
 Members agreed that they need more information about charges on other 

comparative sites which they will consider at the next meeting. Cllr M Mayes offered 
to find out information about Writtle and Hatfield Peverel.  

  
         RESOLVED: Members agreed to defer discussion of this item until the next meeting.  
 
7.1.3 Members received a request from Ian Card the allotment representative at Warwick 

Crescent allotments to change the padlock at Warwick Crescent as it had become 
difficult to open. Members agreed that a new lock and keys should be purchased and 
installed. Cllr C Mayes requested that two quotations be obtained for items of 
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expenditure in future, although she accepted that this can be impossible for specialist 
items.  

       
         RESOLVED: that a new padlock and keys be purchased for Warwick Crescent.  
 
7.1.4 Members received a request from the tenant at 2B Warwick Crescent allotment site 

to erect a 6’2 X 4’ (approx. 1.8 X 1.2 metres) shed which was approved by the 
committee.  

   
         RESOLVED: The request for the erection of a shed is approved.   
  
7.1.5 Members received a request from the tenant at 18 Maldon Hall allotment site to erect  

a 2m X 1.5 m shed. Although the shed will be placed towards the back of the plot, it 
is higher than the specification, but less wide and less deep. Members therefore 
agreed that any shed should meet the approved shed specification, otherwise a 
precedent for variance is set.   

   
         RESOLVED: That the tenant be advised they may install a shed that meets the 

approved shed specification size.    
 
Tenants Questions 
 
Bob Wilson Rep. for Maldon Hall allotments noted that about 20 sheds had been broken 
into on Christmas Eve. This is an ongoing problem. It was agreed that the CPO Team 
would be advised and asked to step up their patrols at Maldon Hall.  
 
Mr J Wenlock noted that there appears to be a number of vacant plots and requested that 
the council puts additional resources into keeping on top of the waiting list. Cllr A Lay noted 
that the Environment Officer had been working reduced hours in recent months, and has 
been permanently signed off since the end of January hence the delay. However he will 
be taking this forward in the coming week. He also noted that plots will be offered to 
residents on the waiting list in strict order.  
 
Mr Wenlock noted that the rat problem wasn’t just associated with chicken waste, but also 
with other tenants dumping vegetative matter which also attracts rats. He suggested that 
tenants with chickens should be spoken to individually about the standards in which they 
are being kept. Cllr Lay undertook to take this forward.  
 
Mr Wenlock noted that several elderly residents need vehicular access to get to their 
allotments and that it would be a shame if they had to give up their plots because the track 
is permanently closed. Cllr Lay re-assured him that vehicles are only banned in the winter 
to prevent damage to the track. Summer access is permitted.  
 
It was noted that the flat owners had put up signs on the allotment fence indicating that the 
parking was for the flats only. These will be removed.  
 
Councillors were urged to promote allotments as part of the forthcoming local doctors 
surgery open day, because of the health benefits, although as the sites are currently full, 
this could lead to disappointment. It was also suggested that the Community Payback 
Team could be used to get overgrown plots back up to standard. Cllr C Mayes offered to 
take this forward with MDC.  
 
3 members of the public and Bob Wilson left the meeting at 8.46pm  
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73. CLOSED CHURCHYARDS 
 
St Marys Churchyard 
No reported issues with this site.  
           
St Peters Churchyard 
No reported issues with this site.  
 
All Saints Churchyard 
Members received two quotes to raise the crown of the Lime tree in All Saint Churchyard 
to prevent it from damaging the adjacent buildings. Councillors approved the quote from 
ECO Tree solutions Ltd with the proviso that the officer checks with the company that the 
arisings will be disposed of lawfully. There have been instances of materials being dumped 
in lanes in Ulting. 
             
RESOLVED: That the quote received from ECO Tree Solutions Ltd be approved with the 
proviso that the officer checks with the company that the arisings will be disposed of 
lawfully 
 
74. GARDENS 

LEECH MEMORIAL GARDEN (LMG) 
No reported incidents  
 
MARKET HILL GARDENS  
No reported incidents.  
                   
RESOLVED: That this information be noted.  

75. PONDS 

Ware Pond 
No reported incidents  
 
Wycke Hill Pond 
No reported incidents. The base for the new bench has been installed and Maldon in Bloom 
will be planting the whips in March.   
 
RESOLVED: that the information within Ponds Report be noted.  

 

76. EYESORES 

 Cllr A Lay asked that members report any eyesores themselves at the time they are 
seen to the appropriate authority, either MDC, ECC or the Town Council, to ensure 
that they are dealt with in a timely manner. Cllr C Mayes noted that MDC had now 
confirmed that any councillor or officer could remove an expired Planning Notice. She 
also reported that she is dealing with a banner on the Old Police Station. Cllr C Swain 
is dealing with a banner in Mundon Road.  
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 77.  GROUNDS MAINTENANCE REPORT 
         The Clerk tabled a written update from Skippers. 
               
  RESOLVED: that the report be noted.  
 
78.    HANGING BASKETS 

Members were asked to review the unit price charged to local businesses for 2020. 
It was agreed that the unit price to businesses will be set at £45 per basket for 2020. 
Members considered that this is good value. It was noted that Skippers had not yet 
provided a quotation for replacing any broken baskets and chains. Councillors 
suggested that it would like to aim to increase the number of hanging baskets in the 
High Street in the future. It was suggested that watering capacity may determine the 
number of baskets.       

                  
 79. QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS AND PUBLIC ON OTHER ISSUES 
 
      The member of the public present urged the council to promote the planting of native 

trees only in Maldon, in suitable places taking into account the likely eventual height 
and size of the tree. She further outlined difficulties she had experienced with the 
care of her own trees and the Planning Authority. She will seek assistance from her 
Ward Councillor in dealing with this.  

       
The member of the public left the meeting at 9.10pm 
                      
80. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 
press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business 
on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest. 
 
82. ALLOTMENTS 
Members received a verbal update from Cllr A Lay. He and Cllr J Stilts have visited 
the tenant, to explain the council’s terms. He feels that the tenant understands the 
council’s requirements and will comply with them by end-April. Cllr A Lay will 
continue to work closely with the tenant on this. 
 
RESOLVED: that the report be noted. 
 
83. PUBLIC DOMAIN 
Members discussed if any items discussed in Private session could be moved to the 
Public Domain. 
 
RESOLVED: that no items be moved into the Public Domain 
 

 
 There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.26pm 
              
 
 

Signed: …………………………………….    Date: ……………………….. 
 Cllr A Lay 

Deputy Chairman 
 


