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MALDON TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY 15th JULY 2019 @ 7.30pm 

 
 

PRESENT:  

Town Mayor: Cllr F Shaughnessy  

Deputy Town Mayor: Cllr M Heard 

Councillors: L Dowling, A Hafiz, M Harvey, A Lay, C Mayes, D 
Ogg, S Nunn, T Shrimpton, J Stilts, P Stilts and C 
Swain 

 

In Attendance: 

 
Mrs J Coleman, Town Clerk 
Mrs J Rose               Mace Bearer 
1 member of the public was present 

  

60      WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs K Lagan (working abroad) and M 
Pearlman (holiday). 
 
61 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members were reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable 
Pecuniary Interests, Other Pecuniary Interests or Non-Pecuniary Interests which 
they know they might have in items of business on the agenda.  They were reminded 
that they would need to repeat their declarations at the appropriate point in the 
meeting and leave the room if required under the Code of Conduct.  Unforeseen 
interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time. 
 
Cllr J Stilts declared a non-pecuniary interest in Minute No 70 as the LLCF 
representative on EALC.  Cllr A Hafiz declared a non-pecuniary interest at the 
Maldon District Representative on EALC. Cllrs J Stilts, C Swain, S Nunn and F 
Shaughnessy declared a non-pecuniary interest in Minutes No 66, 71, 72 and 73 
as a member of Maldon District Council.  
 
Later in the meeting at Minute 71, Cllr M Heard declared a non-pecuniary interest 
as a member of Maldon District Council.  
 
62 MINUTES 
Members received the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 3rd June 2019 
(Minutes 34 - 53) and the Minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council Meeting held 
on 1st July 2019 (Minutes 54 -59) 
 
Cllr A Lay noted that he had been present at the meeting on 1st July 2019, and the 
Town Mayor amended the Minutes to reflect this.  
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RESOLVED: that with the minor amendment noted above, the Minutes of the Town 
Council Meeting held on 3rd June 2019 (Minutes 34 - 53) and the Minutes of the 
Extraordinary Town Council Meeting held on 1st July 2019 (Minutes 54 -59) be 
confirmed as a true record and signed by the Town Mayor. 
 
63 TOWN MAYOR AND DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR ENGAGEMENTS 
63.1 Members received an updated report on the Town Mayor and Deputy Town 
Mayor’s engagements carried out since the last Town Council meeting. The Mayor 
noted that the Deputy Town Mayor and his consort had also attended the Plume 
Academy Years 7-10 Awards Evening on 11th July.  

RESOLVED: that, with this minor amendment, the information be noted 

Cllr M Heard noted the recent Cabbie Day event, in which 92 cabs took part, which 
was an excellent occasion for the town.   
 
63.2 Members received a verbal update on the plans for the remainder of the 
Mayoral Year, including a forthcoming Chinese meal, an afternoon tea for volunteers 
at the Town Hall on 31st October, and the Mayor’s Civic Service which will take place 
on 19th January 2020 in the United Reformed Church.  
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted 
 
64. TOWN CLERKS REPORT 
The Clerk drew members’ attention to the Merchant Navy Day Commemoration 
Service which takes place on Sunday, 1st September @ 2pm on the Quay. Members 
were reminded that this is a civic event, at which members should be present if 
possible.  
 
She also advised members that 16 venues would be open for free over Heritage 
Weekend, which takes place on 14th – 15th September. Cllrs J Stilts, P Stilts, D Ogg 
and S Nunn gave their apologies for this weekend.  
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted 
 
65. MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Members received the Minutes of the following Committee meetings: 
 
65.1 Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 28th May, 10th and 24th 
June 2019 (Minutes 10 - 30) 
 
Cllr C Swain noted that he had called in applications LBC/MAL/19/00585 and 
FUL/MAL/19/00591 as requested, as the Town and District recommendations          
co-incided, there was no need.  
 
RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 28th 
May, 10th and 24th June 2019 (Minutes 10 - 30) be received and noted. 
 
65.2 Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 17th June 2019 
(Minutes E1-17) 
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Cllr J Stilts noted at Minute 4, that she had declared an interest in item 9.2 as a 
member of Maldon District Council. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 17th 
June 2019 (Minutes E1-17) be received and noted.  
 
65.3 Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 1st 
July 2019 (Minutes F22 - 36) 
 
At Minute 8.3, Cllr P Stilts noted that the Environment Committee had previously 
received useful advice about pigeon control, and that a risk assessment would be 
needed for the installation of netting.  
 
Cllr M Heard confirmed that the resolution 11 was correct in that it was agreed that 
the Mayoral Chain should not be cleaned or gilded.   
 
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee 
meeting held on 1st July 2019 (Minutes F22 - 36) be received and noted. 
 
66. 75th ANNIVERSARY OF VE DAY 8th – 10th May 2020  
Cllrs J Stilts, S Nunn, C Swain and F Shaughnessy had declared a non-pecuniary 
interest. 
 
Members received a report and suggestion that the Council considers potential 
plans for commemorating this event in 2020. Cllr S Nunn noted that he had met with 
MDC officers for an initial discussion. Although their budget is limited, the District 
Council are keen that events should be held in the District. He further noted that 
there is a lot of heritage in Maldon connected with VE75, which could be used as a 
springboard for ideas. It was agreed that a small working group would be formed, to 
liaise with the District Council. Councillors J Stilts, C Mayes, S Nunn, T Shrimpton, 
P Stilts, F Shaughnessy and A Lay volunteered to be part of the working group.   
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted and the first working group meeting be 
arranged.  
 
67.     A TOWN PLAN FOR MALDON 
Members received a report proposing that the Town Council explores the benefits 
of developing a Town Plan for Maldon with assistance from the RCCE. Members 
agreed that a representative from RCCE should be invited to a subsequent meeting 
so that councillors could understand what would be involved and what the benefits 
would be.  
 
Cllr C Swain expressed caution about ensuring that this costly exercise should prove 
worthwhile.  
 
RESOLVED: that an expert from RCCE be invited to a subsequent Council meeting 
to explain to councillors what would be involved in developing a Town Plan and what 
the benefits would be.  
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68.      CRISP PACKET RECYCLING SCHEME 
As Cllr K Lagan was not present, the Town Mayor advised councillors that Cllr Lagan 
had been able to obtain six wheelie bins from Maldon District Council, and that these 
have now been delivered to Tesco, Morrisons, the Plume Academy and the Queen’s 
Head. When they are full, the venues contact the Town Clerk, and Cllr Lagan 
arranges to collect the sacks of crisp packets. In his absence, Cllr C Mayes, T 
Shrimpton and F Shaughnessy have agreed to assist. 
 
69.      APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
TOWN COUNCIL ON OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
Members received a request to confirm Cllr A Hafiz’s appointment to the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee, Maldon in Bloom Working Group, Moot Hall 
Working Group, Premises Working Group, TIC Feasibility Working Group, the 
Maldon Community Safety Partnership and the Joseph Henry Unwin Trust.  
 
RESOLVED:- that Cllr A Hafiz serves on the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee, Maldon in Bloom Working Group, Moot Hall Working Group, Premises 
Working Group, TIC Feasibility Working Group, the Maldon Community Safety 
Partnership and the Joseph Henry Unwin Trust. for the current Civic Year.  
 
Gepp Charity 
Members had expressed concern previously that the none of the representatives 
nominated by the Town Council were members of the Town Council at the present 
time.  Members received advice from the Secretary to the Trust that the Trust Deed 
states that “such Trustees shall not necessarily be, but may be, members of the 
Town Council”.   
 
Cllr M Harvey, who had been nominated at the Annual Meeting, noted that he had 
already provided assistance to the Trust on certain property issues. Cllr M Heard 
felt that at least one of the council’s nominees should be a member of the current 
administration and offered to be nominated, as the term of one of the trustees, Mike 
Bentley, expired in May 2019. It was agreed that Cllr M Heard would seek further 
information about the remaining terms of the other trustees from the Secretary to 
the Trust.  
 
RESOLVED: that Cllr M Heard seeks further information seeks further information 
about the remaining terms of the other trustees from the Secretary to the Trust.  
 
Price Charity 
Similarly, Members had expressed concern previously that the none of the 
representatives nominated by the Town Council were members of the Town Council 
at the present time. Members received advice from the Secretary to the Trust that 
the Trust Deed states that the nominative trustees “may be but need not be, a 
member of the Town Council”.   
 
It was noted that although the Town Council can make nominations, only the 
Trustees can appoint a Trustee, for a specified term (usually 4 years). If an 
appointed Trustee ceases to be a member of the Town Council during their 
trusteeship, they remain trustees until the end of their appointed term. It was agreed 
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that the Council would consider the appointment of new trustees, when the terms of 
the current trustees expire (in 2021 and 2022).  
 
RESOLVED: that the Council would consider the appointment of new trustees, 
when the terms of the current trustees expire (in 2021 and 2022).  
 
70.      BUCKINGHAM PALACE GARDEN PARTY AND EALC CHAIRMAN 
SERVICE AWARD 
Cllrs A Hafiz and J Stilts had declared a non-pecuniary interest. 
 
Members received a request for nominations for the above from EALC. The Clerk 
noted that although the closing date was 12th July, she is able to make a nomination 
on the morning of 16th July.  
 
RESOLVED: that Cllr S Nunn be nominated. It was suggested that details of a 
previous unsuccessful nomination could be helpful.  
 
71.      MALDON DISTRICT CONSERVATION DESIGN AWARDS NOMINATIONS 
2019 
Cllr J Stilts, S Nunn, C Swain and C Mayes had declared a non-pecuniary interest.  
Cllr M Heard also declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of Maldon District 
Council. 
 
Members received a request from Maldon District Council for nominations for the 
above. Members agreed to nominate the following:- 

• Edwards Walk 

• 57 High Street 

• The Swan Hotel 
 
RESOLVED: that the above properties be nominated. 
 
72.     DRAFT LIST OF LOCAL HERITAGE ASSETS IN MALDON 
Cllr J Stilts, S Nunn, C Swain and C Mayes had declared a non-pecuniary interest.  
 
Members received a request from Maldon District Council to review the draft list of 
Local Heritage Assets in Maldon and to make further suggestions. Cllr Nunn noted 
that he had assisted the Conservation Officer in drawing up the list as an interim 
measure, given the current difficulty in getting buildings listed. The list is a work in 
progress.  
 
Members congratulated Cllr Nunn and the Conservation Officer on compiling the list, 
and noted that it includes the Police Station. It was agreed that members would 
advise the Clerk if they have further suggestions to make.  
 
RESOLVED: that members will advise the Clerk if they have further suggestions to 
make.  
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73. IMPROVING TRAFFIC FLOW IN THE TOWN CENTRE 
Cllr J Stilts, S Nunn, C Swain and C Mayes had declared a non-pecuniary interest.  
 
Members received the notes of the first working group meeting held on 28th June. 
Cllr P Stilts noted that he had given his apologies. The working group had made a 
number of recommendations. 
 
Cllr C Mayes noted the work of the MDC Air Quality Management Group (AQMG), 
which is investigating several options for improving the air quality on Market Hill, 
with a view to publishing a plan by the end of the Autumn. Several of the solutions 
overlap. Options being considered include the installation of ANPR on Market Hill to 
make the enforcement of the 7.5tonne weight limit more effective, the installation of 
a puffin crossing outside the town hall, and a 3.5tonne loaded weight restriction. 
Modelling is being undertaken to assess which solution or combination of solutions 
would be the most effective.  
 
Mr R Holmes is concerned that a Members Forum should review the proposals, in 
case there are wider unintended implications on other areas arising from the 
changes being proposed. Cllr C Mayes confirmed that the AQMG is keen to review 
the Town Council’s concerns and potential solutions. Members endorsed the 
solutions proposed by the Working Group and agreed that they should be forwarded 
to the District Council as potential solutions. Cllr T Shrimpton agreed to join the 
working group, and another meeting will be arranged shortly. 
 
RESOLVED:- that the working group’s identified solutions be forwarded to the 
District Council for consideration and a further working group meeting be arranged.  
 
73.     CHANGES TO No 75 and 73 BUS ROUTES 
Members were advised that First Essex had recently changed the routes of the 75 
and 73 buses and that residents are concerned that empty double decker buses are 
now travelling through the Poets Estate on roads which are unsuitable for them due 
to parked cars, children playing and single decker buses travelling in the opposite 
directions.  
 
Mr Stephen Savage, who is the Council’s representative on the Passenger 
Transport Group had been asked to find out the rationale for the change. He advised 
that he has emailed the Passenger Transport Group, but has not yet received a 
response.  
 
Cllr C Swain noted that the 75 route has been extended to Morrisons, via the Poets 
Estate, although its return trip is via Limebrook Way and suggested that local 
residents might find this a useful service. Cllr J Stilts expressed concern at the lack 
of consultation with residents.  
 
It was agreed to contact First Essex regarding the council’s concerns at the re-
routing of these services.  
 
RESOLVED: that the Council contacts First Essex (M Barrett Commercial Manager) 
regarding the council’s concerns at the re-routing of these services. 
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74.     MINUTES & REPORTS FROM OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
Members were advised that the Minutes of the Maeldune Trust meeting held 16th 
May 2019 and the Minutes of the Maldon Carnival Meeting held 19th June 2019 
could be sent to members on request.  
 
RESOLVED: that the above be noted 
 
75. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS 
Mr S Savage updated members on a recent Passenger Transport meeting at which 
details of upgraded services, including cashless payments were noted. Bus 
timetable information is now only being provided online and the Traveline website 
gives information integrating various transport options. Mr Savage also gave 
feedback from the recent Dengie 100 Bus Users Group AGM. First Bus and First 
Group is up for sale, although buses are continuing to run as normal. Paper 
timetables are no longer being produced, as information is available online. He 
would welcome some direction on how much detail members would find useful, and 
suggested that residents would welcome some information about bus services in 
Maldon Life.  
 
Cllr P Stilts reported that he had been advised that Mr Savage had failed to correct 
the impression that he is still a councillor at a recent Passenger Transport meeting.  
 
Cllr P Stilts also requested that First Essex be asked to make the position of bus 
stops clear in Masefield Road and Milton Road and re-designate them as there is 
currently some confusion.  
 
Cllr J Stilts noted that she had recently attended a Twinning Association meeting, at 
which their thanks to the Council for their grant funding towards their 50th 
anniversary weekend was noted. Members expressed their admiration at the 
organisation of the weekend, and felt that the town had been very well represented.  
 
Cllr C Mayes noted that she had attended the inaugural meeting of the NHS Mid 
Essex CCG Locality Reference Group for Maldon District, in the absence of Cllr C 
Swain. She will circulate her notes to councillors for information. 
 
RESOLVED: that the above reports be noted 
 
76. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ALSO SERVING AS DISTRICT 

COUNCILLORS 
Cllr M Heard expressed concern that the town of Maldon is not being properly 
represented at District level, because all the district councillors representing Maldon 
have been excluded from all outside bodies and working groups by the current 
administration. He proposed that the Council should write to the Leader of MDC 
seeking clarification on how Maldon residents will be property represented as their 
representatives have no input on these groups.  A vote was taken, in which Cllr C 
Swain abstained.  
 
RESOLVED: that the Council writes to the Leader of MDC seeking clarification on 
how Maldon Town residents will be property represented with no input on these 
groups.  
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77. QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
Mr S Savage warned the council against developing a Neighbourhood Plan 
believing that one is not required, given that there are two large Conservation Areas. 
He warned that a Neighbourhood Plan could potentially increase the number of 
allocated houses.  
 
78. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 
press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business 
on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest. 
 
79. MINUTES 
Members received and noted the following Confidential Minutes:- 

• Min 42b Casual Vacancy and 52b Feasibility of TIC Provision – Town Council 
Meeting held 3rd June 2019 

• Min 58b Provision of Visitor Information in the Town Centre – Extraordinary 
Town Council Meeting held 1st July 2019 

• Min 36b Staff Report and 37b Sale of land at Tennyson Rd – Finance & 
General Purposes Committee Meeting held 1st July 2019 

 
Cllr T Shrimpton expressed concern that the Maldon in Bloom working group will not 
meet until September and asked for clarification of the status of this group vis a vis 
its independence from the Town Council. The Town Mayor advised members that 
the decision to withdraw from Anglia in Bloom this year had been made in 
conjunction with the acting Chairman of the Maldon in Bloom Group based on staff 
and volunteer welfare considerations. There is no question of discontinuing any 
Maldon in Bloom activity. The group hadn’t planned to meet during the summer 
months in any case. The Mayor noted that the Presentation Evening had been very 
successful and that several existing committee members remain keen to be 
involved.   
 
RESOLVED: that the above Minutes be received and noted. 
 
80.     MALDON VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE 
Members received an update following a meeting between Cllr J Stilts, the Town 
Clerk and the Leader of Maldon District Council on Monday 8th July 2019. The 
Premises Working group will be meeting shortly to identify what work needs to be 
carried out in the foyer.  
 
81. PUBLIC DOMAIN 
Members discussed if any items discussed in Private session could be moved to the 
Public Domain. 
 
RESOLVED: that Minutes 52b and 58b only be moved into the Public Domain 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 21.25 
 
 
Signed:  Date: 
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Cllr F Shaughnessy 
Town Mayor 

  

 


