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MALDON TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON  
8th APRIL 2019 IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, TOWN HALL, MALDON  

COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M 
 

PRESENT: 

Chairman:   F. Shaughnessy (Deputy Town Mayor ex officio) 

Councillors:   M. Harvey, D. Ogg, S. Savage, C. Swain, T. Shrimpton, L. Dowling, Mark 
Heard (substitute for P. Stilts)  

In attendance:  Kate Mackshea (Environment Officer ‘EO’), L, Drury, Plume Academy 
                                    Students. Two Members of the public.  
                                     

                                                                       

 

   
273. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
         Apologies received from Cllrs. P. Stilts, J Stilts (mayoral engagement) (Town Mayor ex 
         officio) & Dorreen Linton. 
          
274. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members were reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interests, Other Pecuniary Interests, or Non-Pecuniary Interests which they know they might 
have in items of business on the agenda. They were reminded that they will need to repeat 
their declarations at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if required 
under the Code of Conduct.  Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the 
appropriate time.  
 
Cllr Mark Heard declared a non-pecuniary interest for item no. 279.2 as he is acquainted 
with the applicants.   
 

275. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 25th February 2019 
 Members received the Minutes of the meeting held on 25th February 2019.   
 

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meeting held on 25th February 2019 be approved and 
signed by the Chairman as a true record.   

 
276. SITE UPDATE FROM THE COMMUNITY PROTECTION OFFICERS (CPOs) 
          Reports for February and March were received from the Community Protection Team.   
           Cllr C. Swain noted that the Promenade was not mentioned on the report and he would like  
          to know how often the CPOs inspected the park.  Cllr S. Savage advised that the Park had 
          CCTV however the CPOs carry out inspections here on an hourly basis. Cllr T.Shrimpton advised  
          that members could arrange to go out on patrol with the CPOs if they felt it would be helpful. 
 
 
277. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 Members received and noted a copy of the Environment Committee Financial Report, 31st 

March 2019.  
 

RESOLVED: that the Financial Report to 31st March 2019 be received and noted.  
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278. ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION PLAN  
 

 The Committee Reviewed the Environmental Action plan with the following points noted: 
 

1. Trees at Downs Road - Cllr. Savage requested that this item remains live as there 
is a new Tree Officer starting at the District Council.  

10.         Cllr C. Swain ask for a progress report on the Maldon Salt project. The EO advised  
        that a letter had been sent to Maldon Salt Company on 8th March 2019, but no  
        response had been received to date.  

         26.         Both Cllr M. Harvey and Cllr F. Shaughnessy advised that the street lights they had 
                       report on to Essex County Council had been fixed. Cllr D. Ogg raised the issue  
                       about the street lights at Mill Road that had been damaged by a road traffic  
                       accident, Cllr S. Savage advised that this matter will be resolved through the drivers 
                       Insurance company. 
 
Cllr Mark Heard advised the committee that the British Royal Legion would happy to fund any 
benches that were needed.  
 
   
279. ALLOTMENTS REPORT 
 Cllr M Heard had declared a non-pecuniary interest           
 
 The EO gave a verbal update.  She advised the committee that Brickhouse Farm was full & 
          had no issues. A tenant had been evicted from Warwick Crescent for not cultivating his 
          plot, the EO is in the process of re letting the plot.  A letter was sent to a tenant at Maldon 
          Hall allotment site with regards to the welfare of chickens being kept on the plot.  The  
          Committee agreed to support the recommendations of the EO and suggest contacting the 
          RSPCA.   
 
         RESOLVED: That the EO to contact RSPCA if tenant does not comply with RSPCA guidance  
                             for keeping chickens on allotments. 
 
         279.1     To consider quote for plot markers 
                        The EO advised that the original request for plot markers was made to the 

committee on 14th January 2019. The new report advised that the Shed Men would 
be unable to provide a discount for the markers if the council was to bulk buy.  Cllr 
M. Harvey suggested looking on Amazon to see if we could get a cheaper deal.  
The committee agreed that the plot markers should be made from either recycled  

                        Plastic or wood.  Cllr M. Harvey offered to investigate other companies who sell 
plot markers. The EO advised that Brickhouse Farm allotments was on the judge’s 
route for AIB new plot markers should be installed on this site by their visit. The 
committee agreed that the EO and chairman of the Environment Committee could 
decide on the plot markers without the item returning to the Environment 
committee.  

                            
RESOLVED: that Cllr M. Harvey investigates alternative deals and advises the EO 
and Chairman of the Environment Committee of his findings. The EO and 
Chairman will decide on the design and order the plot markers.  
 

 279.2     Permission to erect a shed. 
  A request has been received from the tenants of plot 11 Brickhouse Farm to erect 

a 7’ X 5’ (2.13 X 1.5M) shed.  Cllr S. Savage advised that in his view the shed may 
require planning permission.  The tenant attended the meeting and spoke to the 
committee giving their reasons for requiring a larger shed on the site. The 
committee agreed that due to the circumstances a larger shed would be allowed. 
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Cllr Savage requested that the EO contacts Maldon District Council Planning 
Department to see if planning permission is required due to the size of the shed. 

 
     RESOLVED: that the request be noted and approved subject to the relevant  
     planning permission being sought by the Town Council if necessary.  Cllr S. Savage 
     believes there is a blanket cover in place for sheds and green houses specified in  
     the tenancy agreement.  This will be confirmed. The new permission may update 
     this.  
 

          279.3 Responsibility for future Allotment Sites. 
                        A report was received from the Town Clerk asking the Environment Committee to  
                        consider making a recommendation to Full Council to ask the District Council to 
                        change their current policy so that the relevant parish council is given first refusal  
                        to take responsibility for the ownership and management of such assets in the 
                        future Section 106 agreements for the benefit of residents. Cllr S. Savage  
                        felt that a decision could be made by the Environment Committee under  
                        delegated powers, on condition that any new allotment site comes with funding. 

Cllr M. Harvey asked how many plots the new allotment site would have. Cllr S 
Savage was requested to ascertain the size of the new site. 
  
Cllr T. Shrimpton asked if all the allotments would be in the same parish. As they 
may not be, this is the reason for using the wording “relevant” in the policy.  

                        Cllr. M Heard was concerned at any potential financial consequences that may 
arise from this. It was agreed that the Town Council requests Maldon District 
Council to amend its policy such that when it is negotiating future S106 
agreements,  the relevant parish council is given first refusal to take on 
responsibility for the ownership and management of such assets. Full Town 
Council will need to make the decision whether to take on these assets or not, 
when such a request is made, taking into account the financial implications.  

                           
            RESOLVED: That the Town Council requests Maldon District Council to amend its 
            policy such that when it is negotiating future S106 agreements the relevant 

parish/town council is given first refusal to take responsibility for the ownership 
and management of such assets in future section 106 negotiations. 

 
Tenants Questions 
Les Drury, representative for Warwick Crescent allotments, advised the committee that the 
evicted tenant had started to clear his tools from the plot. He also informed the committee that 
he had received several complaints from tenants that a dog is being allowed to wonder loose on 
the site. The EO advised that there is nothing in the tenancy agreement about control of dogs, 
however the committee agreed that the EO would put notices on all allotment sites informing 
tenants that all dogs should be kept on a lead whilst visiting the allotment sites.  
 
20:20 Les Drury left the meeting. 

 
280. CLOSED CHURCHYARDS 
 No issues to report 
 
281. GARDENS 

  LEECH MEMORIAL GARDEN (LMG) 
Cllr F. Shaughnessy, Chairman of the Friends of Leech Memorial Garden, reported that the 
garden was having its spring clean and it was looking very nice.  
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 MARKET HILL GARDENS 

          The EO informed the committee that a section of fence had broken, this has now been 
mended by Skippers and there are no other issues with this site. 

  RESOLVED: that this information be noted.  

 

282. PONDS 

 Ware Pond 

 Cllr F. Shaughnessy had a meeting with Chris Cheek from Skippers at the pond, where work 
is progressing well.  

 Wycke Hill Pond 

 Wycke Hill pond is looking very smart and clear of weed. Skippers have invested in new 
equipment which keeps the pond free of weed.  

 RESOLVED: that the information within Ponds Report be noted. 

 

283. AMENITY AREAS 

 283.1 Tree Survey 

          The committee received two quotes for tree surveys. As the quotes differed in price and 
came with different levels of reports it was agreed to obtain a further quote. Cllr D. Ogg 
suggested approaching EssexArb Ltd for a third quote. 

          RESOLVED: that a further quote be obtained.  
           
         283.2 To consider quote for new path at Wycke Hill Pond 
         Members received a quote and report from Skippers to install a gravel path. Cllr C. Swain 

asked for the dimensions of the path as none were given on the quote. It was agreed that 
the EO would contact Skippers for dimensions and confirm that they comply with current 
health and safety legislation. The committee agreed that a further two quotes should be 
obtained.  

 
         RESOLVED: that a further two quotes be obtained and the EO speaks to Skippers regarding 

path dimensions and compliance with current legislation.  
  

         283.3 Funding for the installation of the bench by Rotary 

         Members received a report providing the original decision notice from ELS on behalf of 
Essex County Council along with a location plan showing the position of the bench, two 
quotes from NRSWA accredited contractors and a email from the Rotary club advising that 
the bench would be gifted to Maldon Town Council. Cllr S. Savage raised concerns about 
the consent received from ELS, he queried paragraphs 2 and 3 of the agreement. 

1. The bench should be installed facing towards the carriageway. 

2. The front of the bench should be approx. 0.700 metres from the kerb face, 
this would leave approximately a 1.7 metre footway. 

         The committee agreed that the ELS agreement should be sent to Essex County Council for 
their consideration and the EO to report back at the next meeting and the matter of 
maintenance would be discussed then.  

         RESOLVED: that the EO will send the decision notice from ELS to Essex County Council 
Highways highlighting the Councillor’s issues with Paragraphs 2 and 3.  
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          20.30 Members of the public left the meeting. 

          20.40 Cllr M. Harvey Left the meeting.  

284. EYESORES 
          Cllr M. Heard reported that the bins at Morrisons supermarket have open tops and  
          the rubbish blows out of the bins and ends up along the verges and at Wycke Hill pond  
          area.  
 
          RESOLVED: That the EO writes to Morrisons advising them of the above issue. 
. 
          Cllr M. Heard raised concerns regarding the state of the new redundant police station.  
            
          RESOLVED: That the EO writes to the police and crime commissioner requesting an  
                              update. 
 
           Cllr M. Heard raised concerns over the site of the old Cups Public House. Cllr S. Savage  
           advised that planning permission was now in place and the site is secure. 
 
          RESOLVED: That this item be noted. 
 
          Cllr C. Swain raised an issue with the parking around the Park Drive area and the Football  
          ground.  He reported that on Saturdays when there is a football match, cars are parking 
          on the grass verge. Cllr S. Savage informed the committee that he was dealing with this 
          issue and is due to have a meeting with Maldon District Council and the Parking  
          parking partnership to resolve this issue.  
 
          RESOLVED: That this item be noted.  
 
          Cllr L. Dowling raised concerns regarding the dilapidation of the Old Post Office, she also  
          highlighted that parking capacity for the town needs to be addressed to support local  
          shop owners. Cllr S. Savage advised that the District Council are looking to provide a  
          further car park within the town.  
           
         RESOLVED: That this item be noted.  
                   
           
285. MALDON IN BLOOM 
 A report from Dorreen Linton from Maldon in Bloom was read out to the committee.  
  
 RESOLVED: that the verbal report be noted.  
 
          285.1 Permission to site a planter at the bottom of Cromwell Hill. 
           
          As Dorreen Linton was not present as the meeting the committee agreed to defer this 
          Item to the next meeting. 
           
          RESOLVED: That this item be deferred to the next committee meeting. 
 
21.00 Cllr T Shrimpton left the meeting.  
 
  
286. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE REPORT 
 
          RESOLVED: report received and noted. 
 



 

E68 
 

 
287. QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS AND PUBLIC ON OTHER ISSUES 
 
 There were no questions from the press or public. 
 
288. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 
        TO RESOLVE that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, 
         The press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of 
         Business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest. 
 
        RESOLVED: noted and approved. 
 
Public left the meeting at 21:05 
 
289. Report on Eliot Way Silver Birch 
                 
        RESOLVED: noted – awaiting further developments.  
 
290. Public Domain 
 
         To consider whether any item discussed on private session could be moved into the  
         Public Domain.  
 
         The committee agreed that no item discussed in private session should be moved into the 
         Public domain.  
         
         RESOLVED: Agreed.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.10. 
     
                  
 
 
 

Signed: …………………………………….    Date: …………………………………… 
 Cllr F Shaughnessy 

Chairman 
 


