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MALDON TOWN COUNCIL  
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 
23RD APRIL 2018 AT 7.30PM IN THE TOWN HALL, MARKET HILL, MALDON  

 

In the Chair:  Councillor Jeanette Stilts, Town Mayor 
 
Councillors: R Ford, A Hafiz (Deputy Town Mayor), M Harvey, M Heard, K Lagan, S Nunn,  
 D Ogg, S Savage, F Shaughnessy, T Shrimpton, P Stilts and C Swain 
 
Apologies:  Mrs H Miller (Town Mayoress); Town Councillors R Miller and M Pearlman;   
   and ECC Councillor Mrs Penny Channer.  
 
In Attendance: 80 members of the public 
 
Prior to the start of the meeting, 14 local organisations displayed information and were on hand to 
answer questions from the public. 

 
1. Welcome by the Town Mayor 

The Town Mayor, Cllr Jeanette Stilts, opened the Annual Town meeting and welcomed all those 
present to the Town Hall.  

 
2. Opening Prayer 
 Fr John Dickens from St Mary’s Church gave an opening prayer. 
 
3. Distribution of funds raised throughout her Mayoral Year, to local charities and 

organisations, by the Town Mayor  
 The Town Mayor thanked all those who supported her fundraising events by attending them, 

donating prizes or helping to organise and run them. Just over £3,000 has been raised during this 
Civic Year. This has been achieved by holding a Chinese evening, a black tie ball, two Italian 
Opera evenings and an historical talk. A lunch at Sark Meze Grill is yet to come for which tickets 
are still available. In addition to these events, several donations were received. The Town Mayor 
presented cheques to Maldon and Dengie Stroke Support and Carers Group; St Mary’s Church; 
Maldon in Bloom; the Steam Tug Brent Trust; Essex Air Ambulance; Age Concern Maldon; 
Maldon Drama Group; and The Maldon Society.   

 
4. Presentation of the 2018 Town Mayor of Maldon’s Award for Services in the Community  

The Town Mayor presented the Award to Mr Sholto Morton for his tireless work over many years 
in raising money for the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal and organising its local volunteers. 

 
  Mr Morton thanked the Town Mayor and said he is honoured to receive the award. He paid 

tribute to the large team of over 200 volunteers who raised £¼ million for the 2017 Poppy Appeal. 
 
5.  Presentation by Assistant Chief Constable Andy Prophet on policing in Maldon 
 The Assistant Chief Constable explained that since the closure of Maldon Police Station the 24-

hour policing team has moved to the MDC offices. He outlined some crime statistics for the 
county as a whole and for Maldon District and said that Essex Police is working hard to keep a 
visible presence. He acknowledged that persistent areas of concern are speeding and antisocial 
behaviour and that there are currently not enough police officers. An extra 150 officers are being 
recruited of which 50 will be Community Police.   

 
ACC Prophet invited residents to ask questions and said he will feed back areas of concern to 
the Essex Police Commissioner. The following issues were raised: 
 

• Cllr Nunn expressed concern that a special operation on the evening of 13th April resulted 
in 25 arrests and speculated on the number of criminal acts that must be taking place in 
the town every day. 

• A local resident observed that surely prevention is more cost effective than convicting 
criminals and therefore it must be important for the Police to have a strong visible 
presence. 
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• Another local resident raised the issue of a lack of control over speed restrictions and the 
reckless and intimidating driving that regularly occurs in the town which nobody seems to 
do anything to stop. 

• Cllr Heard said that police visibility is the number one priority and requested that this be 
fed back to the Essex Crime Commissioner. 

• A local resident said that, as an ex-police officer, he thinks policing is more difficult now 
than it was 20 years ago and he thanks the Force for the job it does. 

 
In response to the above, ACC Prophet said the recruitment of the 150 extra officers should help 
with the issue of visibility. He undertook to request that ECC surveys the volume and speed of 
traffic where speeding and `boy racers’ are a problem and he stressed the importance of 
reporting crimes when they take place. 

 
6. Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 18th April 2017 

The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 18th April 2017 were circulated at the meeting 
and were agreed as a correct record. 

 
7. Matters arising 
 There were no matters arising. 
 
8. Town Mayor’s report 

Councillor Jeanette Stilts noted that her Mayoral year has been full of high points and happy 
memories. Of particular note was the 2017 Maldon Vintage Christmas Fayre and the Pride of 
Maldon Awards which was a new initiative. Over 70 nominations were received and more than 
100 people attended the presentation evening. Cllr Stilts thanked her Town Mayoress, Mrs Hilary 
Miller, her fellow councillors and the Town Council office staff for all their help and support 
throughout the past year. 

 
9. Chairmen's Reports 
(a) Finance and General Purposes Committee 
 The Town Mayor introduced Councillor Mark Heard, Chairman of the Finance and General 
 Purposes Committee. 

Cllr Heard explained that the priority of this Committee is to ensure that the budget is wisely 
spent, that value for money is obtained and that everything the Town Council does is open and 
transparent. Council reserves will prove essential as, for the fifth year running, a deficit budget 
has been set. Even so, the precept element of the budget has had to be modestly increased to 
cover the loss of support from Maldon District Council and central Government. He stressed that 
town councillors are volunteers who give their time for the benefit of Maldon residents.   

 
(b) Planning Committee 
 The Town Mayor introduced Councillor David Ogg, Chairman of the Planning Committee. 

Cllr Ogg reported that this has been a busy year for the committee with over 290 applications 
considered in the last 12 months. He explained that, despite his continued lobbying to retain the 
Parish Trigger and ensure the Town Council’s views are taken fully into account, the District 
Council has removed it altogether to reduce costs.  The Committee has commented on the 
Masterplan for Maldon and Heybridge. Cllr Ogg thanked the councillors who serve on this busy 
committee which meets fortnightly.  
  

(c) Environment Committee 
The Town Mayor introduced Councillor Flo Shaughnessy, Chairman of the Environment 
Committee. 

Cllr Shaughnessy said that the Environment Committee helps shape the town of Maldon and 
brings councillors into contact with various local groups and volunteers.  She explained the 
responsibilities of the Committee which include managing three allotment sites; All Saints, St 
Mary’s and St Peter’s churchyards; and Wycke Hill Pond.  Cllr Shaughnessy noted that one of 
the most satisfying projects to be involved in during the past year was the restoration of the 
Shears’ Family Tomb in St Peter’s churchyard. A few steps from this tomb the Maldon & Dengie 
Stroke Support & Carers Group has created an attractive raised flowerbed. It is maintained by the  
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Group and provides a valuable community space for people recovering from a stroke. The new 
seat outside Greggs has proved to be very popular and two benches commemorating WW1 have 
been purchased to be sited by the War Memorial. 
 
Cllr Shaughnessy thanked the Environment Officer, Jennifer Eva, who has just left the Town 
Council to live in Herefordshire and welcomed the new Deputy Town Clerk, Melissa Curtis.  

 
The Town Mayor thanked the Committee Chairmen for their reports.   

 
 
10. Questions from residents 

The Town Mayor invited residents to ask questions and explained that any questions of a 
technical nature or those needing research will be answered in writing. 
 
A resident of West Ward said he sent a list of complaints and matters that need attention to Cllr 
Savage by email and has not received a reply. He requested a response. The Town Mayor 
apologised for the lack of a reply and introduced West Ward councillors F Shaughnessy, 
M Heard, C Swain, and K Lagan who will deal with the enquiry. 
 
A second resident raised the issue of inconsistencies with the placing of some of the town signs 
in relation to the Maldon/Heybridge parish boundary. The Town Mayor said this will be passed to 
the Environment Committee for clarification. 

 
The Town Mayor thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  

 
 The meeting closed at 8.36pm. 


