
MALDON TOWN COUNCIL  
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 
19TH MARCH 2019 AT 7.30PM IN THE TOWN HALL, MARKET HILL, MALDON  

 

In the Chair:  Councillor Jeanette Stilts, Town Mayor 
 
Councillors: L Dowling, R Ford, A Hafiz, M Harvey, M Heard, K Lagan, S Nunn,  
 D Ogg, M Pearlman, S Savage, F Shaughnessy (Deputy Town Mayor),  
 T Shrimpton, P Stilts and C Swain 
 
Apologies: ECC Councillor Mrs Penny Channer 
 
In Attendance: The Town Clerk, the Assistant Proper Officer, the Sergeant-at-Mace, the Admin  
   Assistant and 66 members of the public 
 
Prior to the start of the meeting, 16 local organisations displayed information and were on hand to 
answer questions from the public. 

 
1. Welcome by the Town Mayor 

The Town Mayor, Cllr Jeanette Stilts, opened the Annual Town Meeting and welcomed all those 
present to the Town Hall.  

 
2. Opening Prayer 
 Fr John Dickens from St Mary’s Church gave an opening prayer. 
 
3. Distribution of funds raised throughout her Mayoral Year, to local charities and 

organisations, by the Town Mayor  
 The Town Mayor thanked all those who supported her fundraising events by attending them, 

donating prizes or helping to organise and run them. During this Civic Year £3,000 has been 
raised. This has been achieved by holding a Turkish evening, a Quiz Night, a wine tasting 
evening, a Big Band evening concert and a Gilbert and Sullivan evening. In addition to these 
events, several donations were received. The Town Mayor presented cheques to Maldon All 
Saints Scout Group; Achieving Recovery Through Sport; the Joseph Henry Unwin Trust; the 
RNLI; the Sea-Change Sailing Trust; the Steam Tug Brent Trust; and The Power of Gaming.   

 
4. Presentation of the 2019 Town Mayor of Maldon’s Award for Services in the Community  

First of all the Town Mayor presented two Pride of Maldon Awards to recipients who were unable 
to attend the Pride of Maldon Awards evening. They were the Citizen of the Year Award which 
went to Mrs Dorreen Linton and The Pride of Maldon Award to Ms Rhiain Oakley. 

 
 Next, the Town Mayor presented the 2019 Town Mayor of Maldon’s Award for Services in the 

Community to Mr Douglas Scurrey for his tireless efforts in raising money for the Royal British 
Legion Poppy Appeal over many years. 

  
5.  Presentation by Mrs Lucy Bettley of the Citizens Advice Bureau 
 Mrs Bettley gave a presentation on the work of Maldon Citizen’s Advice Bureau and how it makes 

a difference to peoples’ lives.  For many it is the first port of call in a crisis and advice can be 
sought on a huge range of matters. During 2017/18 Maldon CAB dealt with over 3,000 clients on 
nearly 10,000 issues.  People are confident to seek advice from the CAB because it is free, 
confidential, independent and impartial. 

 
 This year celebrates 80 years of Citizen’s Advice in 2,300 locations throughout the country. It has 

been in Maldon District since 1985, with offices in Maldon, Burnham-on-Crouch and 
Southminster. Issues covered include benefits and tax; debt; employment; housing; and 
relationships and family and the aim is to try to help people to help themselves. There are 
changes to come which will include a reduction in opening hours. Funding from Maldon District 
Council is being cut by 15%. Maldon has 10 part-time staff and 59 volunteers. 
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 The CAB adapts to changing needs by using information received from clients to spot emerging 
issues. Currently it is working with local schools to help prevent debt for the next generation. 

 
6. Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 23rd April 2018 

The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 23rd April 2018 were circulated at the meeting 
and were agreed as a correct record. 

 
7. Matters arising 
 There were no matters arising. 
 
8. Town Mayor’s report 

Councillor Jeanette Stilts said that the role of the Town Mayor is to be the figurehead of the Town 
Council and she is highly honoured to have served in the position for two years.  She has been 
pleased to see the progress of things that were started last year which have grown and improved 
during her second year.  In particular she noted the commemoration of HM Merchant Navy Day 
and the Pride of Maldon Awards.  Cllr Stilts said that she could not achieve all she does on her 
own, and thanked her Deputy Town Mayor Cllr Flo Shaughnessy, her fellow Town Councillors 
and the Town Clerk and office staff for all their help and support throughout her term of office. 

 
9. Chairmen's Reports 
(a) Finance and General Purposes Committee 
 The Town Mayor introduced Councillor Mark Heard, Chairman of the Finance and General 
 Purposes Committee. 

Cllr Heard explained that the main purpose of this Committee is scrutiny; to ensure the wise use 
of public money, that value for money is obtained and that everything the Town Council does is 
open and transparent. The Town Council owns three major buildings on the town centre – the 
Town Hall, the Moot Hall and the Plume building - which is a considerable financial responsibility 
and also runs a small grants scheme to support the activities of small not-for-profit groups.  
Details of the Town Council’s income and expenditure can be found in the 2019 Annual Report.  
 
This year the Town Council has budgeted for the appointment of three Special Constables and 
has built up the Christmas Fayre event which is now largely self-funding.  He mentioned that the 
Town Council had recently installed new automatic front doors at the Town Hall, and are hoping 
to improve the heating/cooling system this year. The Town Council has also been awarded a 
grant of £16k towards restoration work at St Giles Ruins in Spital Road.  
 
Cllr Heard stressed that  town councillors are volunteers who give their time for the benefit of 
Maldon residents and although the Town Mayor receives an allowance to defray the expenses of 
this office, this has been reduced over the last few years. 

 
(b) Planning Committee 
 The Town Mayor introduced Councillor David Ogg, Chairman of the Planning Committee. 

Cllr Ogg reported that this has been another busy year for the committee which has considered 
over 260 applications. Everyone is welcome to attend these meetings. In particular, applicants 
are always welcome to attend to explain their plans as this can give the committee a better 
understanding of the application. Cllr Ogg thanked the councillors who serve on this busy 
committee which meets fortnightly.  
  

(c) Environment Committee 
The Town Mayor introduced Councillor Flo Shaughnessy, Chair of the Environment Committee. 

Cllr Shaughnessy said it has been a great privilege to be elected Chair of this committee for the 
last three years.  She welcomed and introduced the new Town Council Environment Officer, Kate 
Mackshea. 
 
Wycke Hill Pond is now much improved following the use of a new piece of equipment by ground 
maintenance contractors Skippers to remove weed. A new path is planned to go through the area 
by the pond and Ware Pond has also had a facelift. The town’s three allotment sites are all 
popular and well-used.  
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There is now a second raised bed in St Peter’s Churchyard which was instigated by the Maldon 
in Bloom team and sponsored by Maldon Tandoori.  
 
There has been a very positive response to the installation of two WW1 commemorative benches 
by the war memorial and the town sign is soon to be returned to West Square following its 
refurbishment. 
 
Cllr Shaughnessy thanked the Maldon in Bloom team and her fellow committee members for all 
their hard work over the last year.  
 
The Town Mayor thanked the Committee Chairmen for their reports.  
 

10. Questions from residents 
The Town Mayor invited questions from residents.  
 
Mr John Rogers observed that the footpath between Beeleigh Abbey and Fullbridge has become 
very overgrown and is almost impassable in places. The area includes Hilly Fields and it would 
be good if ways to improve it, and the biodiversity of the area, could be found. 
 
Although this area is not the responsibility of the Town Council, Cllr Shaughnessy said she would 
be happy to meet Mr Rogers on site with her fellow Environment Committee members. 

 
The Town Mayor thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  

 
 The meeting closed at 8.25pm. 


