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2018 was another fulfilling year as Town Mayor. The first Pride of Maldon Award
was made to Julie Taylor, who manages the friendly community café at St Peter’s
Hospital. Other recipients were Albert Kilby (Citizen of the Year); Karen Petch and
Sharon Markham from the Alzheimers Society Maldon Information Hub (Carers of
the Year): Holly Quarmby (Young Achiever of the Year); Michael Lester (Educator
of the Year); The Maldon & Dengie Stroke Support and Carers’ Group (Community
Impact Award); Tracey Temme (Long Service Volunteer); William Geller (Arts &
Culture Award) and Topsail Charters Ltd (Best Business Contribution to the Commu-
nity).
2018 marked the Centenary of the 1918 armistice. More people than ever joined the

traditional Act of Remembrance and Wreath Laying Ceremony which took place at the town’s war
memorial on Remembrance Sunday. A drape of poppies, made by more than sixty volunteers who attached
5000 poppies to a design by Wendy Munnion, the Chairman of the Maldon Flower Arranging Club, was
displayed on the front of the Moot Hall.  I enjoyed the unique theatrical and musical commemoration
production by the Maldon Drama Group which was devised by one of their members. Called Hope Flowers,
the production was staged at the Plume Academy on 10th November and also involved the Essex Police
Choir, the Maldon Orchestra and Maldon Sea Cadets.  Maldon was fortunate to host the Danger Tree
Exhibition over the Remembrance period. This interactive visual arts exhibition depicting images of the
Great War was created by award-winning artists Scarlett Raven and Marc Marot. One of the paintings told
the story of Ben Cobey, a volunteer from Maldon, who died a hero, but whose name wasn’t included on the
town’s war memorial because he was illegitimate, until a successful campaign put this right.

In November, local residents celebrating their 70th birthday this year, came together for an afternoon tea and
entertainment in the Town Hall. No Town Mayor can do all these things alone and I have to thank my
Consort, Peter Stilts, and the Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr Flo Shaughnessy, the hardworking office staff and
my fellow councillors for all the help and support they have given to me during my second mayoral year. I
am also proud that Maldon Town Council was awarded third place in a national competition to find the
Civic Office of the Year by the National Association of Civic Officers.

Maldon Vintage Christmas Fayre Chairman: Cllr Michael Pearlman
The Maldon Vintage Christmas Fayre roared into
life on a damp and breezy November evening, as
the Town Mayor turned on the  christmas Lights,
accompanied by  festive carols from All Saints Choir.
Throughout the evening, the two stages were rocking
with performances from Darren Page and Marc Rob-
inson in their Roy Orbison and Buddy Holly Tribute
Act, Julie Jive, the Big Sing SOUL, the Lee Live Trio
and Just Us. Members of the Theatretrain Stage
School performed excerpts from Grease and Songs
from the Juke Box on the High Street and Dark Horse
Morris delighted with their traditional morris dances
outside the Moot Hall.

Visitors were able to wander around the eighty stalls
lining the High Street, sampling artisan food and drinks,
and enjoying the many craft and gifts on display.

In the Town Hall, younger people enjoyed an
electronic games night. Many of the high street
shops were open, as well as the wide range of

cafes, tea rooms, bars and restaurants. Members of
the Maldon Drama Group mingled with the crowds as
the yellowcoats from “Hi-de-Hi” and organised egg and
spoon races.

The Town Mayor awarded prizes to Brights Path for
the best dressed large business display, with the
Kings Head Centre as runners up, and to Talking
Flowers for the best dressed small business display
with Two Become One as  runners up.

In 2019 the Fayre will be on Thursday 28th November.
Local traders and entertainers who wish to take part
can log their interest by emailing
administration@maldontowncouncil.gov.uk.



Committee Reports

This Committee cares for some of the places which define the character of our town and brings
Councillors into contact with various local groups and volunteers.

The Committee oversees the maintenance of open spaces within the town, such as the closed
churchyards, Market Hill Garden, Leech Memorial Garden, Ware Pond, Wycke Hill Pond, St
Giles Ruins’ allotment sites and some green amenity areas.

As well as maintaining their own flowerbed in St Peter’s Churchyard, the Maldon & Dengie
Stroke Support & Carers Group have built another raised flowerbed with wheelchair access
which is cared for by Maldon Pioneers. Sadly, the carved friar in the churchyard, had to be
removed this year because it had rotted away and become unsafe.

The Environment Committee also oversees the maintenance of the
town’s War Memorial and horse trough outside All Saints’ Church and
has installed the two WW1 commemorative benches by the war
memorial this year, which are well used by members of the public. A
further bench, donated by the Maldon Rotary Club, is planned to be
installed in the High Street near Butt Lane. The Committee has
authorised further litter bins to be put in at Primrose Meadow.

In Leech Memorial Garden, insect-friendly planting has been donated in memory of the late Roz
Oakley.

Environment Committee Chairman: Cllr Flo Shaughnessy

Planning Committee Chairman: Cllr David Ogg
2018-19 has been another busy year for the
Planning Committee which has considered
over 260 applications in the last 12 months,
meeting every fortnight. The committee has
considered a wide range of applications, from
large developments to small conservatories;
from work on listed buildings to work on trees
that are subject to a preservation order.

All planning applications are first submitted to
Maldon District Council which, by law, has to
consult the Town within a statutory time frame.
The Town Council’s Planning Committee con-
siders the plans or proposal and recommends
either approval or refusal, but only on the poli-
cies as approved in the Local Plan. The final
decision on each application is taken by Maldon
District Council. Despite my continued lobbying
to retain the Parish Trigger, and ensure that the
Town Council’s views are taken fully into ac-
count, the District Council  removed it to reduce
their costs.

Applicants are always welcome to come along
to our meetings to explain their plans as this
can give the committee a better understanding
of their plans.

We also encourage members of the public to
come along to our meetings, either to put for-
ward their views on a particular application, or
simply to watch local government in action.
Alternatively if you cannot get to the meeting
you can write to us with your views. These
meetings are part of your right to object to or
support an application - if you do not air your
views, you have lost a chance to influence the
final outcome.

Planning Committee meetings normally take
place on Monday evenings at 7.30pm; dates
and copies of the agenda are posted on the
notice boards outside the Town Hall, the Moot
Hall and on the Town Council’s web page.



This is the committee that oversees the finances of the town council and the standards and the quality of our public service.
The committee’s priority is to make sure that the precept (that part of your council tax which is allocated to Maldon Town Coun-
cil) is invested wisely and used effectively in projects and services which offer really good value for money, are high quality,
and which help to make our town a better place.

As town councillors we all live in Maldon, and we are all unpaid volunteers. That is your guarantee that we are as keen as you
are for Maldon to be a low-tax town which welcomes new enterprise, is a place where existing businesses can flourish, and is a
great place in which to live and bring up our children.

Our main purpose is scrutiny, to make sure that every penny is well spent, and that everything the Town Council does is open
and transparent. For the year ending 31 March 2018, the Town Council’s Income was £383,614 and its expenditure was
£383,582. The Council carried forward a total of £173,768 in Earmarked Funds and General Reserves at the year end.  These
reserves will prove essential as the Town Council has set a deficit budget for 2019-20 for the sixth year running, despite seek-
ing to increase income from the hire of the Town Hall facilities, grant funding and event sponsorship, whilst also reducing costs
and increasing efficiency. Even so, the precept element has had to be increased by £16,030 for 2019-20, or an increase of
£2.03 for a Band D property, to cover the loss of grant support from Maldon District
Council and Central Government.

Finance and General Purposes Committee Chairman: Cllr Mark Heard

The team was thrilled to receive a gold award in the
Anglia in Bloom Large Town Category this year.  This
is the fourth year running that Maldon has achieved
Gold in this campaign and the Town Council would like
to thank the chairman of the Maldon in Bloom
committee, Dorreen Linton, and her team of volunteers
for all the time and effort they put in to make the
campaign so special again this year.

This year’s Anglia in Bloom campaign saw the
installation of some new floral displays in the town.
These included the three-tiered planter, located
outside Reeve & Son and the Accessible Flowerbed in
St. Peters Churchyard which was built by volunteers at
the Maldon & Dengie Stroke Support & Carers Group
and is maintained by Maldon Pioneers.

The Maldon in Bloom Competition encourages
residents, youth and community groups, allotment

holders and business owners to enter their gardens,
hanging baskets, plots and displays, with all entrants
being invited to a presentation evening attended by the
Town Mayor and to receive their awards.  Maldon in
Bloom also ran a children’s art competition this year on
the theme of ‘Urban Wildlife’.  There was an
unprecedented number of entries this year with entries
from local schools, pre-schools, brownie and children’s
groups in Maldon.  All of the children that took part were
invited to the presentation evening and received
certificates. Well done to all involved.

If you would like to volunteer to join the Maldon in
Bloom Team, please  contact environment@
maldontowncouncil.gov.uk, or call the Town Council
on   01621-857373.

Maldon and Anglia in Bloom Working Group Chairman: Mrs Dorreen Linton

The Town Council owns 3 major buildings in the town centre; the Town Hall, the
Moot Hall and the Plume building. This is a considerable financial responsibility for
a local Council but we have harnessed the power of the voluntary sector to make
good use of the two Heritage properties. The Town Council provides a support
grant to the Friends of Moot Hall to run the Moot Hall and to the Maeldune Heritage
Trust to operate the Heritage Centre in the Plume building.

The small grants scheme has been running for many years. The Town Council is
keen to receive applications from small, local, not-for-profit groups.  In the financial
year up to mid February, we awarded a total of £2950 to local  organisations to
support their activities:

Maldon Town Regatta Association £250  Annual Town Regatta
Sea Change Sailing Trust   £500  Activities for local young people
Plume Academy   £200 First Aid courses
Maldon Drama Group  £800 WW1 Centenary production, Hope Flowers
Maldon Twinning Association       £1200 50th anniversary events

And further “in kind” support through use of the Town Hall to Maldon Drama Group and
Maldon Carnival Association. The Council also made grants totalling £1500 to the
Maeldune Trust and Friends of the Moot Hall to enable them to mount the Danger Tree
interactive visual arts WW1 Centenary exhibition in November.

INCOME £000

Precept 367

Hire of facilities 28

Other 25

Total income 420

EXPENDITURE £000

Admin 156

Grants 4

Loan repayment 67

Town Hall 66

Moot Hall 13

Plume Building 14

Environment 62

Christmas and other
events

38

Total Expenditure 420

FORECAST FOR 2019-20



TOWN COUNCIL STAFF

HIRE CHARGES

Useful Contacts
(All phone numbers are 01621
code unless shown otherwise)

MALDON DISTRICT COUNCIL
For refuse and pest control, Council Tax &
Planning permission

Tel: 854477

ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL
 County Hall                           0345 743 0430
Highways                              0345 604 7631
Trading Standards              0345 404 0506
Maldon Library                     0345 603 7628

POLICE
Routine or general enquiries                    101
Emergencies only                                     999

Bus times - Traveline           0871 200 22 33
Train times                           0345 748 4950
Citizens Advice Bureau       01621 875774
National Flood Forum          01299 403055

This Annual Report provides details of the workings of the Town Council from 1st April 2018 and brief

details of plans for 2019/20. The Town Council represents the people of the town of Maldon and has a

consultative role in relation to Maldon District Council, Essex County Council and other authorities

responsible for education, police, environment and health. The Annual Report can be made available in

large print. To obtain a copy in an alternative format, please contact the Town Council offices

Town Clerk: Jane Coleman Asst Proper Officer: Kathryn Cameron
Asst RFO: Michele Lakin Planning Clerk: Caroline Hooper

Environment Committee Officer: Kate Mackshea
Administration Assistant: Nina Miller

The offices of the Town Council are located on the first floor of the Town Hall
Market Hill, Maldon, CM9 4RL

Telephone 01621 857373 Email: administration@maldontowncouncil.gov.uk
For up to date information please check the Town Council’s website

TOWN COUNCILLORS

Town Hall
The Hall, Foyer and Conference Room can be hired by contacting the Town Council offices.
Rates listed below are the preferential rates, which apply to town residents and local
voluntary and charitable organisations.

Main Hall
Monday-Friday
(8am-6pm)

£16.50 per hour
Minimum charge
£49.50

Conference Room
Monday - Friday
(8am - 12 midnight)

£13.50 per hour
Minimum charge
£40.50

Monday-Friday
(6pm - 12 mid-
night)

£18.50 per hour
Minimum charge
£55.50

Saturday, Sunday and
Bank Holidays
(day and evening)

£15.50 per hour
Minimum charge
£46.50

Saturday, Sun-
day and Bank
Holidays
(day and evening)

£20.50 per hour
Minimum charge
£61.50

Foyer
 (if hired separately)

£8.20 per hour
Minimum charge
£24.50

The 4 year term of office of the present Town Council is coming to an end. As at March 2019
the Councillors were:-

EAST WARD  NORTH WARD  SOUTH WARD  WEST WARD
Abdul Hafiz  Richard Ford   Lillian Dowling  Mark Heard
Stephen Savage Stephen Nunn  Martin Harvey            Kevin Lagan
   Michael Pearlman  David Ogg   Christopher Swain
   Tony Shrimpton  Jeanette Stilts  Flo Shaughnessy
           Peter Stilts
On 2nd May 2019, all 15 seats on the Town Council will be up for election. Throughout England
and Wales about 9,000 parish, town, community and neighbourhood councils work towards
improving community well-being and providing better services at local level. They are the tier of
local government below the level of district, borough or unitary council and are the closest to the
people.

Contact details for the newly elected Town Council will be issued in May 2019 and
published on the Town Council’s website and noticeboards.


