
   

 

Group newsletter  

November 2018 

Welcome  
What an amazing autumn we have enjoyed. Our 
local open green spaces 
are still enjoying the 
continuing summer 
displays, plus a mixture of 
spring, summer and 
autumn plants.  As 
Maldon in Bloom comes 
to the end of its 21st anniversary year, the team 
can look back on another successful year. Our 
team consisting of residential volunteers have 
taken on new initiatives improving areas around 
the town.  
 
There have been some 
wonderful  poppy displays 
around the town. The 
Methodist Church display 
used plastic bottle bases for a 
memorial drape around one 
of the trees. The remaining 
bottles could be used as seed 
or plant mini greenhouses. 
 
The Anglia in Bloom judges described the 
Maldon community as enthusiastic - making 
lasting improvements to an environment that 
everyone can enjoy. In this issue, you can see 
photos of our visits to schools, playgroups and 
other community groups, presenting them with 
certificates for their involvement in this year’s 
Anglia in Bloom campaign.  
 
Although it may seem early, the team would like 
to wish all our supporters a happy Christmas and 
very best wishes for 2019.   

Maldon in Bloom AGM 
Our AGM was held on 15th November. The 
meeting received the first annual report and 
accounts and appointed a new committee 
consisting of Chairman, Dorreen Linton, Vice-
Chairman, Jane Hudson, Treasurer, Sue 
Thomson and committee members Chris Dalton, 
David Garvey-Holt, Ivy Garvey-Holt, Julia 
Porter, Rachel Wood, Sue Mason, Wendy 
Munnion and Councillors Flo Shaughnessy, 
Tony Shrimpton, Stephen Savage, and Abdul 
Hafiz. 
Flo is standing down from the 
position of Vice-Chairman, 
although she will be staying on 
the committee. Flo has worked 
hard on behalf of the team and is 
an important link to both Maldon 
District Council and Maldon 
Town Council Environment. Lee 
Atkinson resigned from the 
committee – Lee will be missed from the 
committee for her ideas and suggestions, but 
thankfully she is still willing to come along to 
our working parties.  

Planter proves popular 
The planter near Reeves has been a very 
attractive addition to our High Street. The 
trailing fuchsia, begonia and 
lobelia plants donated by The 
Maldon Rotary Club together 
with a variety of recycled 
perennials from our boat have 
produced an eye catching display 
which the public have enjoyed. It 
has been very encouraging to 
receive their compliments.  
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Free drinking water flows in the High Street 
Maldon Town and District Councillor Flo Shaughnessy has encouraged almost all of Maldon’s 
cafés to sign up to Refill, a nationwide scheme which was started earlier this year. She explained 
how it works: “You can now take your empty drinking bottle into one of the participating cafés 
who will happily fill it up for you for free. It’s a wonderful service they are 
offering which has a very simple message; save money, stay hydrated and 
prevent harmful plastic pollution. Who can argue with that?  
 
“The availability of free drinking water in the High Street will benefit everyone 
and hopefully children will drink fewer sugary drinks and more water, which 
neatly ties in with the priorities of Maldon District Council’s Livewell 
initiative. Importantly, this will reduce the amount of one-use plastic bottles 
which are such a threat to our environment, both local and global.”  
 
Costa Coffee was an early participant in the scheme and has been joined by eleven other cafés in 
the town which will all display the Refill.org logo in their windows. Flo added “I will regularly 
update the list of cafés in the scheme as I am sure others will want to join.”  The cafes in Maldon 
High Street currently in the Refill scheme are: The Art House Café, Bee’s Café, Black Cat Coffee 
Shop, Costa Coffee, Maldon Coffee Company, Maldon Pie ‘n’ Mash, Mrs Salisbury’s, Oakhouse, 
Sophie’s Kitchen, Suzie’s Gift and Tea Shop, The Vintage Rose Tea Room plus Bakehouse at 
Madison Heights.  Flo Shaughnessy 

 

Celebrating Anglia in Bloom achievement   
Flo and I are visiting schools, playgroups, youth groups and community groups who were involved 
with the Anglia in Bloom 2018 campaign to present certificates. We have given personally named 
certificates to the individual children who worked to prepare the areas of their schools visited by 
the judges for their special venues and met and talked to them on the day of their visit.  
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School conversion takes landscape award 
At the Maldon District Conservation and Design Award Scheme 2018, All 
Saints, London Road received a Highly Commended Award in the Landscape 
Design category. This was for the landscaping that accompanied the 
residential conversion of a Victorian school building in London Road. Dating 
from the 1840s, this grade II listed building in the Maldon Conservation Area 
has recently been converted into eight houses with a discrete garden areas and 
high-quality planting.  

Our 2019 theme - ‘Ponds’ 
Flo and I have also been visiting playgroups, schools and community groups, telling them about 
the 2019 Maldon in Bloom theme – ponds. We hope that this will encourage everyone to focus on 
pond planting and the wildlife it attracts. This is important because the UK has lost 50 per cent of 
its ponds in the 20th century and many of the wildlife that visit ponds are also on the decline.  
Ponds can be any size — even the smallest saucer will attract some wildlife to come for a drink 
and bathe. Basin ponds can be made out of a washing up bowl. They are easy 
to install and encourage a variety of garden-friendly wildlife, including 
amphibians and insects. Frogs will be attracted to them providing invaluable 
slug control, as well as Aphid-eating Hoverflies. Filled with rainwater and 
suitable plants, basin ponds breed Daphnia, Cyclops and Gammarus, which 
support other wildlife as well as beetles and pond skaters.  The basin pond can 
rest on the ground with recycled bricks, rocks and woodpile logs placed around, leaving gaps that 
can be filled with soil and flowers. Placing a large rounded stone in the middle which just breaks 
the surface of the water makes an ideal resting place for Frogs, Damselflies and Dragonflies. Your 
pond will also attract birds. The position of your pond is important. A pond is best placed in the 
sun for at least half the day but avoid siting it directly under a tall trees and bushes as their leaves 
may fill the pond. Don’t forget, children should always be supervised near any pond, as it can be 
potentially harmful to them. 

Litter pickin’ good 
We held a very successful litter pick in October with 
members of the public tidying up areas around West 
Maldon Community Centre and the Wycke Hill 
Industrial Estate. We collected 17 bags of rubbish, 
mainly plastic items, although there were some large 
items, including a bicycle wheel and a Lidl child’s 
shopping trolley. One of our associated groups the 
Riverside Community Association also held a litter pick  
collecting nearly 30 bags from the area around the canal near Tesco, the playground and beyond.   

Christmas Tree Festival to light up All Saints 
All Saints Church are organising their first Christmas Tree Festival over the weekend of Friday 7th 
to 9th December - Friday and Saturday between 9 am to 8 pm and Sunday 11 am to 3 pm. 
There will be over 40 trees and entry is free, but you will have an opportunity to vote for your 
favourite tree by making a donation into the container in front of the tree. All donations will be 
given to the Children’s Society. The Maldon in Bloom team will have a Christmas tree, with Sue 
Thomson taking the lead supported by other team members. Please come along to this local event. 

Keeping The Hythe planters and tubs shipshape 
The group has also taken the responsibility for the seasonal planting of the containers 
and tubs in front of Maldon Little Ship Club. The combined forces of representatives 
from the Brent Trust, John and Di’s soup lunches, Maldon Little Ship Club and the 
Maldon Riverside Association have planted up the containers with perennials and 
seasonal plants for everyone to enjoy. Funds for the plants came from the soup 
lunches organised at Maldon Little Ship Club, as well as some plants from the 
Maldon Parks Department.  
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Vintage Christmas Fayre coming to town 
This will take place on Thursday, 29th November starting at 6 pm. The Town Mayor will turn the 
Christmas lights on at 7 pm and there will be late night shopping, a street market, choirs, music 
and hospitality hosted by the local shops. Santa and his reindeer will be in town from 6-8 pm in 
our winter wonderland at the end of Bright’s path, with access via Old Mill Close. Maldon & 
Heybridge Horticultural Society will be outside the Salvation Army Shop with sample holly 
wreaths, which can be ordered and paid for, and collected from The Friary Walled Garden on a 
Sunday nearer to Christmas. There will be various Christmas decorations, plus hot punch and 
mince pies.   

Wild about Gardens – earthworms campaign  
The Wildlife Trust and RHS ‘Wild about Gardens’ 2018 campaign is focusing on the 60 percent 
decline in earthworms in this country and how we as gardeners can help increase their numbers. 
Flo and I have been visiting schools and youth groups asking them to carry out some research into 
the different species that live in our county. Vegetable gardens and allotments are one of the 
richest habitats for earthworms with raw fruit and vegetable waste breaking down into rich organic 
matter. Garden compost and manure give earthworms plenty to feed on, while flower borders and 
lawns also give them a good diet. You can help by stacking sticks or laying a small stack of 
branches or wood prunings directly on the soil where they will decompose into worm food. Be 
messy and let plants die back naturally in winter. 

Help autumn and winter birds 
Birds need high energy food and water during the cold winter months to maintain their fat reserves 
to survive the frosty nights. They can lose up to 10 percent of their body weight during one cold 
frosty night. The birds visiting your garden will have different feeding preferences. Some are 
ground feeders, others prefer bird tables or hanging feeders. They need water for drinking as well 
as bathing all year round to keep their feathers in good condition to insulate themselves well 
during the long, cold winter nights. Position the bath so that the birds have a clear view all around 
to make them feel safe from predators. Keep the bath clean and change the water frequently. Also 
clean the feeding stations regularly as a number of diseases can affect birds.  

 Maldon in Bloom recommends peat-free compost 
The Maldon in Bloom team are keen to encourage the use of peat-free compost by schools, youth 
groups and residents as well as community groups. This initiative is in line with the Defra/RHS 
Sustainable Horticulture in Partnership (SHiP) Scheme, which aims to voluntarily reduce the 
horticultural use of peat by gardeners to zero by 2020.  

Come to the Maldon in Bloom fundraising quiz 
Our quiz will be held at The Plume, Maldon’s Community Academy on Friday 11th January 7.30 
pm for 8 pm. Please make a note in your diaries and come along to support us. For the first time, 
we will be organising a fish, chicken and chip supper with vegetarian option. Tickets (£10 per 
person) will be available at Maldon Town Council Offices and suppers will need to be paid in 
advance. There will be a £5 per person entry on the night for anyone not wanting a supper.  

Join our working parties 
Please let us know if you would like to join our working parties, which usually last about one hour 
or longer if anyone is willing.  We are also planning to expand our social programme, with more 
details next time.   Please contact dorreen@ianlinton.demon.co.uk or phone 01621 853428 if you 
would like to help or have ideas or would like to meet up. 

RHS Photographic competition 2019 
This is an annual event which local photographers might like to enter. It aims to encourage 
everyone to enjoy the outdoors and capture the view on camera. Entries are now open and closing 
date is 1st March 2019. More details - https://www.rhs.org.uk/Promotions/rhs-photo-competition 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/Promotions/rhs-photo-competition
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The ‘Town Wayer’ - In search of ‘Ware Pond’  
One of the real curiosities of Maldon’s ancient landscape is the so-called ‘Ware Pond’. You can’t 
help but notice it on your left-hand side as you enter the town via Spital Road. It is such a 
distinctive part of our local topography, but most people pass it by without realising its original 
purpose.  
 
So what was, what is, the ‘Ware Pond’? The obvious answer is that it is just a pond, one of a 
number in Maldon. However, this one is a bit different, not only because of its strategic location, 
but because of the clue contained in its name. According to the late Rev. Canon F.W. Galpin (1858
-1945), one-time President of the Essex Archaeological Society, a ‘Ware Pond’ is one that has 
been formed by embanking a small stream. On that basis alone, it is man-made, but it must have 
been constructed a very long time ago. It appears in late-Victorian and early-Edwardian postcards 
of the area, usually with a herd of cows walking through it. It is also on the 1873 Ordnance 
Survey, lined by trees, next to an orchard and with no apparent housing in the vicinity.  
 
A hundred years or so earlier it is referred to not as ‘Ware’, but ‘Wayer’. It seems to have been 
part of a parcel of land that included the ‘Wayer Mead’, a field to the rear of the pond and 
mentioned in sale documents of the 1720s. Going back even further, to the sixteenth-century, say 
around 1550, it is not just ‘Wayer’, but the ‘Town Wayer’, suggesting some kind of public use. 
The ‘Wayer Mead’ also features throughout the 1500s, but alongside another field named 
‘Milkwell Pasture’. 
 
As Maldon grew into a major market and trading centre during the middle-ages, measures were 
needed, not just in relation to financial taxation for “stallage” (the payment for market stalls), but 
also physical controls in respect of the large number of cattle being driven here for milking, 
butchery and live-sales in the ‘shambles’ outside All Saints church. An enclosure, or compound 
for stray animals, was set-up at the top of Fambridge Road – roughly where the Constitutional 
Club stands today. Adjacent to it was the town ‘Midden’, a dung-heap where all the animal waste 
from the streets was collected and piled up – doubtless for re-use on the fields. Both were 
described as being “ad finem Burgi” (i.e. “at the end of the Borough”) - in other words, then on the 
outskirts of the main body of the town. Somewhere was also needed on the periphery for drinking 
water and grazing. ‘Milkwell Pasture’ was used to put the cows out to grass and alongside it was 
our ancient pond. 
 
From 916 AD a fort, or ‘Burh’, stood nearby, intersected by what is now London Road. It had a 
deep defensive ditch, a water obstacle around the perimeter, that ran roughly across the back of 
Beacon Hill and the still aptly named Dykes Chase, up Beeleigh Road, across Gate Street and into 
Spital Road, re-joining the line of defence at Beacon Hill by crossing through the grounds of St. 
Peter’s Hospital. Within those confines there were natural water sources, springs that flooded the 
ditch and kept the water table at a constant level. It could be that the ‘Ware Pond’ is just one small 
surviving remnant of that Dark-Age structure, Canon Galpin’s embanked section of what, by the 
1500s, had degenerated into just a stream. This then became an early multi-functional public 
facility – a washing and watering hole for cattle going to market. Not only that, but it was shallow 
enough for carts to pass through for the wetting of wheels in warm weather to prevent contraction 
and to ensure the retention of their outer rims. 
 
Amazingly that continuity of cows, carts and the pond continued for the next 500 or so years. 
Local carriage builder, Joseph Payne had his workshop by the pond from around 1890 until1906. 
He made good use of its ancient waters for his carts and we know from those postcards that cattle 
were still drinking there at that stage. Today, the regular sounds of the clattering of hooves and 
cartwheels, of lowing cattle and the splish-splash and wash of the water have fallen silent. Instead, 
‘Ware Pond’ is now a rich haven for natural history, the seasonal home of wild ducks and much 
more besides. Next time you are nearby why not go and have a look. I guarantee you won’t be 
disappointed by the beauty of the place, but think back at how it started all those centuries ago and 
the watery evolution of what must be one of Maldon’s most unusual historical attractions.     
Stephen P. Nunn 


