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MALDON TOWN COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES 

  
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING 

MONDAY 9th APRIL 2018 @ 7.30pm 
 

PRESENT: 

Chairman:    Cllr M Heard 

Councillors: S Nunn (Deputy Chairman), A Hafiz (Deputy Mayor), R Miller, M 
Pearlman, S Savage, and J Stilts (Town Mayor) 

 

In Attendance:  Mrs J Coleman Town Clerk  
Cllrs K Lagan and C Swain     

    
104  WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   
At the request of the Chairman, the Town Mayor congratulated Cllr C Swain on his 
recent election as a town councillor and invited him to sit at the table. Apologies for 
absence were received from Cllr T Shrimpton (holiday).  
 
 
105 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members were reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interests, Other Pecuniary Interests or Non-Pecuniary Interests which they know they 
might have in items of business on the agenda.  They were reminded that they would 
need to repeat their declarations at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the 
room if required under the Code of Conduct.  Unforeseen interests must be declared 
similarly at the appropriate time. 
 
No declarations of interest were made. Later in the meeting, Cllr M Pearlman declared 
a non-pecuniary interest in item 118.1, as he knows one of the candidates. Cllr S 
Savage also declared a non-pecuniary interest later in the meeting at item 115 as a 
District Councillor. 
 
106 MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON 26th FEBRUARY 2018 
 
The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 26th 
February 2018 were received and approved. 
 
RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
meeting held on 26th February 2018 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the 
Chairman. 
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107 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
There were no members of the public present.  
 
108 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
The Town Clerk noted that the Annual Report was being delivered to residents with 
the Maldon Life magazine. She thanked those councillors who had delivered copies 
to those properties who do not receive a copy of Maldon Life. The Clerk noted that she 
had been advised by the Maldon Pantomime Society that they would donate the profits 
from their recent production as a contribution to the stage curtains purchased in the 
autumn, although no money had been received as yet. Councillors welcomed this. She 
also reminded councillors of the forthcoming Pride of Maldon Awards evening on 13th 
April, and the Annual Town Meeting on 23rd April.  

 

109 FINANCIAL REPORTS 

109.1 Payments for approval 1st -28th February and 1st – 31st March 2018 
The lists of payments for approval between 1st – 28th February and 1-31st March 2018 
were scrutinised and approved. Cllr S Savage commented that items 10232, 10240 
and 10293 relating to the office IT system seemed expensive and requested that these 
be reviewed. It was agreed that this would be done as staffing resources permitted. 
The Clerk also noted that the issue of councillors’ council email addresses would need 
to be considered as part of the GDPR implementation requirements. Currently only 
two councillors have these. 
 
Item 10253 it was noted that the description should read “Norfolk Rd”.  
 
RESOLVED:  that the list of payments for 1st – 28th February and 1-31st March 2018 
be noted and approved.  
 
109.2 Bank Reconciliation Summary to 31st March 2018 
The Bank Reconciliation Summary to 31st March 2018 was scrutinised and approved. 
The balance of the Town Mayor’s Fund at £3,459.64 as at 31st March 2018 was noted.  
 
RESOLVED: that the summary of the reconciliations of all accounts, including the 
Town Mayor’s Fund to 31st March 2018 be noted and approved.  
 
109.3 Budget Comparison Report at 31st March 2018 
The Budget Comparison Report as at 31st March 2018 was scrutinised and approved.  
 
RESOLVED: that the Budget Comparison Report dated 31st March 2018 be received 
and approved.  
 
110. REVIEW OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE SYSTEM OF INTERNAL 

CONTROL 
Members considered the council’s current system of internal control, as is required for 
audit purposes.  In view of the recent removal of the Parish Trigger, it was agreed to 
amend item 7 to read “The Planning Committee reviews and comments on all planning 
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applications in Maldon, making recommendations to the District Council, which is the 
deciding body. It also comments on associated matters and consultations”.  
 
The Chairman noted that cheque signatories are reviewed and confirmed annually at 
the Annual Meeting.  
 
RESOLVED:- that with the above amendment, the council’s system of internal control 
be noted and approved for a further year.  
 
 
111. TIMETABLE FOR THE APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS 2017-2018 
The timetable for the approval of the accounts for 2017-2018 was noted.  
 
 
112. PREMISES 
112.1 TOWN HALL 
Cllr J Hafiz left the room at 7.50pm. 
 
112.1.1 Donation 
Members received a letter from Michael Blooman, proposing the donation of a print to 
be displayed for the public to see. Members were pleased to accept the donation, and 
agreed that the issue of where it should be displayed should be considered by the 
whole Town Council. 
 
RESOLVED:- that the donation should be accepted and the issue of where it should 
be displayed should be considered by the whole Town Council. 
 
112.1.2 Hall heating report 
Members were advised that a report on the effectiveness of the Town Hall heating 
system had been received. It was agreed that once clarification is to hand the 
Premises Working Group considers the recommendations in the report.  
 
RESOLVED:- that once clarification is to hand the Premises Working Group considers 
the recommendations in the report.  
 
112.2 MOOT HALL 
Councillors noted that the Friends of the Moot Hall have agreed to fund 50% of the 
structural engineer’s report for the roof. The survey has been undertaken and the 
report is awaited.   
 
RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted. 
 
 
112.3 MAELDUNE CENTRE 
No further information had been received. Members raised concerns that their 
business plan, demonstrating medium and long term economic viability had not been 
forthcoming. It was also noted that their lease runs out shortly.  
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Cllr J Hafiz returned to the meeting at 7.56pm.  
 
With reference to Minute 96.3, the Chairman noted that he had recently visited the 
Maeldune Centre and seen the toilet facilities for himself, and considered that these 
need to be replaced with some urgency. Members agreed that this work should go 
ahead, once a further quotation had been obtained, using the lowest quote. 
 
RESOLVED: that the toilet replacement work should go ahead on the basis of the 
lowest quotation.    
 
 
112.4 PLUME LIBRARY 
112.4.1 Interpretation Board St Peter’s Churchyard 
It was noted that members are now satisfied that the historical facts as presented by 
Mrs Raymond are robust. Cllr S Nunn had drafted new wording for the interpretation 
board as requested at the previous meeting. Mrs Raymond had proposed further 
stylistic amendments to this. Members agreed that the committee would consider the 
two versions anonymously side by side at the next meeting, and agree which wording 
is most appropriate for the subject and location.  
 
RESOLVED: that the committee would consider the two versions anonymously side 
by side at the next meeting, and agree which wording is to be used.   
 
 
113. GRANTS 
A grant application from BEARS (Basic Essex Accident Rescue Service) was 
received. Cllrs J Stilts explained some of the work of the Trust.  
 
RESOLVED: that in view of the significant reserves currently held by the group, 
members agreed that the request be declined.  
 
A grant application from the Maldon Society was received. The Society’s accounts for 
2017 were tabled at the meeting. Cllr S Nunn noted that the council had not supported 
their request for equipment at the outset of the oral histories project. Members agreed 
that the current request should also be declined on the basis of funds already held.  
 
RESOLVED: that in view of the funds already held by the group, the request be 
declined.   
 
114.  MALDON VINTAGE CHRISTMAS FAYRE 2018 
114.1 The notes of the Working Party Meeting held on 26th March 2018 were received 
and noted. Cllr M Pearlman further noted that with assistance from other councillors 
he is working on increasing the amount of sponsorship for 2018.  
 
Concerns were raised about the impact on residents of extending the road closure, as 
is being considered by the working group. It was noted that the group is currently 
working on the feasibility of this proposal, and would take such issues into account at 
the appropriate time.  
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The Chairman invited the two newest members to consider if they could contribute to 
the Christmas Fayre working party, and Cllr M Pearlman noted that assistance from 
councillors on the night is always welcome.  
 
RESOLVED:- that the updates be received and noted. 
 
115. GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS 
Cllr S Savage declared a non-pecuniary interest as a District Councillor.  
 
Members considered an offer from Maldon District Council (MDC) to provide Data 
Protection Officer services. It was agreed that in view of the complexity of the 
legislation, how it would apply to the town and parish council sector,  and its far-
reaching potential consequences, the proposal from MDC to provide Data Protection 
Officer services at an annual cost of £200 be approved.  
 
RESOLVED: that the proposal from MDC to provide Data Protection Officer services 
at an annual cost of £200 be approved 
 
116. QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
There were no members of the public present.  
 
 
117. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 
press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business on 
the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest. 
 
 
118. STAFF REPORT 
118.1 Town Hall Staff 
Cllr M Pearlman declared a non-pecuniary interest as one of the candidates is known 
to him.  
 
Councillors were advised that several applications for the post of Deputy Town Clerk 
had been received, and that interviews would be taking place on 13th April.  
 
118.2 Moot Hall Staff 
An update was received.    
 
Councillors had agreed previously that it would be timely to meet with the Friends of 
the Moot Hall Trust to discuss their future plans for the Moot Hall and the Town 
Council’s ongoing support. The Trustees had asked that the meeting take place after 
a talk on the history of the Moot Hall in March, as this might change some of their 
plans.  
 
RESOLVED: that a review meeting with the Trust be organised.  
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119. AMENITY LAND AT MUNDON ROAD 
A further proposal in relation to a previous request to grant a wayleave and subsequent 
proposal to purchase of a piece of amenity land at Mundon Road was received.  
 
Members requested that the resident be thanked for his offer, which members declined 
on the basis of the council’s responsibility to protect amenity land, believing that a 
better solution would be to move the telegraph pole within the garden, to enable a 
garage to be built.   
   
RESOLVED:- that the resident is thanked for his proposal, which the council declined 
on the basis of its responsibility to protect amenity land.   
 
 
120. PUBLIC DOMAIN 
 
RESOLVED: that no items be moved into the Public Domain 
 
 
The Chairman noted that this is the final Finance & General Purposes Committee 
meeting of this civic year, and thanked members of the committee for their support 
during the year.   
 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20 pm. 
 
 
 

 
 
Signed:……………………………………….  Date:  ………………………… 
Cllr M Heard 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 

 


