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 MALDON TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 

11TH DECEMBER 2017 AT 7.30PM IN THE MAIN HALL, TOWN HALL, 
MARKET HILL, MALDON 

  
Town Mayor:  Cllr Jeanette Stilts 
 
Councillors:  R Ford, M Harvey, M Heard, J Miller, S Nunn, D Ogg, M Pearlman,  
   S Savage, T Shrimpton, F Shaughnessy and P Stilts 
 
In attendance: The Town Clerk, the Administrative Assistant, the Sergeant-at-Mace, 

  Cllr Peter Davey (Chairman of Essex Accreditation Panel) and five 
  members of the public 

 
Before the meeting started, members were invited to join in a short prayer with the Town    
Mayor. 
 
109. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr R Miller (away on business) 
and Deputy Town Mayor Cllr A Hafiz who was attending a function on behalf of the Town 
Mayor.  
 
110. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members were reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interests, Other Pecuniary Interests or Non-Pecuniary Interests which they know they might 
have in items of business on the agenda.  They were reminded that they will need to repeat 
their declarations at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if required 
under the Code of Conduct.  Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the 
appropriate time. 
 
Later in the meeting, Cllr J Miller declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 9.3 as a 
Trustee of the Moot Hall. 
 
111. MINUTES 
Members considered the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 30th October 2017 
Minutes 88-108 inclusive. 
 
It was noted that in the Resolution of item 94.2 the first line should read “…the Mid Essex 
CCG Consultation is made…”. In item 99 it was proposed and resolved that the first board 
should list the Town Mayor and Town Mayoress and the second board the Deputy Town 
Mayor and Deputy Town Mayoress. In item 103, the third paragraph of page 29 should be 
amended to read that Cllr Savage agreed to email a synopsis of his report to the Town Clerk 
(not the Mayor’s Secretary). 
 
RESOLVED: that, with the addition of the above amendments, the Minutes of the Town 
Council Meeting held on 30th October 2017 (Minutes 88-108 inclusive) be confirmed as a 
true record and signed by the Town Mayor. 
 
112. TOWN MAYOR AND DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR  

112.1 Members received details of the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor’s 
engagements carried out since the last Town Council meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 
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112.2 The Town Mayor gave a verbal update on her plans for the remainder of the Mayoral 
Year. A Civic Service will be held on Sunday 21st January 2018 at 10.00am in All Saints 
Church with light refreshments being served after the service. The charity historical talk by 
Cllr Nunn and Mr Robert Long on Friday 16th February 2018 will be called “Maldon and the 
Hundred Years War”. The evening will include a fish and chip supper. A second Italian and 
Opera night is to be held on Friday 16th March in the Town Hall. 
 
The Town Mayor is to hold a Pride of Maldon Awards Evening on Friday 13th April 2018 and 
nominations will be sought for people who have made a significant contribution to the 
community and are felt worthy of recognition. 
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 
 
113. PRESENTATION OF LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD 
Cllr Peter Davey, Chairman of the Essex Accreditation Panel presented the Local Council 
Foundation Award to the Town Mayor and Town Clerk on behalf of Maldon Town Council. 
He thanked the Town Mayor for inviting him to the meeting and praised the Town Council for 
gaining the Foundation Award. He highlighted the Town Council website, Town Mayor’s 
blog, hanging baskets scheme and the Christmas Fayre as particular successes. He noted 
that, in his view, the Town Council is well on the way to achieving the Quality Award, and he 
encouraged the Council to apply for this.  
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 
 
114. QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS OR PUBLIC ON AGENDA ITEMS 
There were no questions. 
 
115. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
The Town Clerk reported that this year’s Maldon Poppy Appeal had collected £38,000 and 
that the Town Council has received a letter from Buckingham Palace in response to the 
good wishes sent to HM The Queen and HRH Prince Philip on their seventieth Wedding 
Anniversary. 
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 
 
116. MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Members received the Minutes of the following Committee meetings: 
 
116.1 Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 23rd October, 6th and 20th 
November 2017 Minutes 92-112 inclusive. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 23rd October, 
6th and 20th November 2017 (Minutes 92-112 inclusive) be noted. 

116.2 Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 13th November 2017  
Minutes 85-103 inclusive 
 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 13th 
November 2017 (Minutes 85-103 inclusive) be noted. 

 
116.3 Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 27th 
November 2017 Minutes 55-71 inclusive. 
 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held 
on 27th November 2017 (Minutes 55-71 inclusive) be noted.  
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117. TOWN COUNCIL BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2017-2018         

117.1 Town Mayor’s Allowance 

Members discussed the Town Mayor’s Allowance for 2018-19. It was proposed that the 

Town Mayor’s Allowance is reduced to £2,500 and a new Deputy Town Mayor’s Allowance 

created of £500. This was agreed.  

RESOLVED: that the Town Mayor’s Allowance be set at £2,500 for the Civic Year 2018/19 

with a new Deputy Town Mayor’s Allowance set at £500.  

It was also suggested that the name of the Allowance be changed to more accurately reflect 

its purpose of the allowance, which is to cover expenses incurred by the Town Mayor while 

carrying out mayoral duties, as members of the public automatically think it is some sort of 

payment for being Mayor and find this confusing.  

The Town Clerk was asked to clarify whether this is possible by consulting HMRC rules.  

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk seeks clarification from HMRC on the possibility of 

changing the name of the Town Mayor’s allowance to provide greater clarity.  

117.2 Councillor’s Allowances 

Members were asked to agree a recommendation that Councillors’ allowances for 2018-19 

remain at £0 (zero).  It was proposed, seconded and agreed that Councillors’ allowances be 

set at £0 (zero) for the Civic Year 2018-19. 

RESOLVED: that Town Councillor’s Allowances for 2018-19 be £0 (zero). 

117.3 Budget and Precept 

Cllr J Miller declared a non-pecuniary interest as a Trustee of the Moot Hall. 

Members considered the proposed budget for the year beginning 1st April 2018 and precept 

for 2018 -2019. The Town Clerk clarified that the Anticipated Tax Base is based on figures 

provided by Maldon District Council. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the 

proposed budget be approved, requiring a precept of £350,549.00. 

RESOLVED: that the precept for 2018-19 be set at £350,549.00. 

117.4 Refurbishment of chairs 

Further to Minute 62.2.4 of the Finance & General Purposes Meeting held on 27th 

November, Members received a quotation for new chairs from Cllr M Pearlman. Following a 

discussion it was suggested that a sample of the Chinese-supplied chair should be obtained 

before a decision is made on whether or not to purchase them. This was proposed, 

seconded and agreed. 

RESOLVED: that a sample of the Chinese-supplied chair be obtained. 

118. CASUAL VACANCY WEST WARD 
Members were advised of the resignation of Councillor I Kidman and asked to agree 
how the Casual Vacancy should be filled. As there will not be a by-election, it was agreed 
that the Town Council would fill the casual vacancy by co option at the next full Town 
Council Meeting on 29th January 2018. It was further agreed that the vacancy would be 
advertised on council notice boards, the local paper, MTC website and Facebook page. 
 
Cllr S Nunn was requested to propose some questions to be put to the potential candidates. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Town Council fills the Casual Vacancy on West Ward by co-option.   
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119. MALDON VINTAGE CHRISTMAS FAYRE 30th November 2017  

Cllr M Pearlman gave a verbal update on the Maldon Vintage Christmas Fayre held on 30th 

November 2017. The Town Mayor thanked him and all those who had worked hard to make 

the evening a success. Cllr Pearlman said he has received many positive comments and 

praise for the event. In particular, local businesses had reported that they benefitted from it. 

He already has stallholders who wish to book for 2018 and some potential new sponsors. 

The Working Party will be meeting in January to start planning next year’s fayre. Cllr 

Pearlman thanked all the members of the working party for their support. Cllr Shaughnessy 

added that she has received lots of compliments about the Christmas lights. 

 

RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 

 

120. MERCHANT NAVY DAY 
Members were advised that the Town Council has received a Certificate of Commemoration 
in acknowledgment of its participation in Merchant Navy Day 2017 and information on the 
2018 event. 
 
Cllr M Heard suggested that the Town Council’s certificates of achievement should be 
displayed in a prominent position in the Town Hall.  
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 
 
121. MOOT HALL VISIT 
Members received a letter of thanks from the Chairman of ECC thanking Cllr Nunn and Moot 
Hall Guide Paul Bonnicci for giving him a guided tour of the Moot Hall.  
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 
 
122. GOLD AWARD ROSES FOR CUIJK 
Members received a letter of thanks from the Mayor of Cuijk for a gift of roses from MTC. 
The Town Mayor thanked Cllr Shaughnessy for sourcing the gift. 
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 
 
123. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS  

Cllr Hafiz was the MTC representative at the Police Engagement Workshop on 15th 
November 2017. In his absence, Cllr Heard said that he attended the meeting for an 
hour and that the turnout was good. The full meeting report will be deferred to the 
Town Council meeting on 29th January 2018. 
 
The Town Mayor and Cllr Shrimpton had attended a Car Parking Liaison Group 
Meeting on 28th November 2017. They had received assurance that car parking 
charges will not be increased for the coming year. It was noted that the Minutes of 
this meeting are available on request should members require a copy.  
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted.  
 
124. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ALSO SERVING AS DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr Shaughnessy reported that she is serving on a new District Council Maldon Market sub-
committee.  
 
Cllr Heard noted that he will be attending the Highways Panel meeting on Friday 15th 
December 2017. 
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RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 
 
 
125. GENERAL QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS OR PUBLIC 
There were no members of the press present and no questions from the public. 
 
126. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and 
public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest. 
 
The members of the public left the meeting. 
 
127.    LAND AT TENNYSON ROAD 
Members received and Minute 108b of the Town Council Meeting held on 30th October 2017 
and Minute 70a of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 27th 
October 2017.  

 
RESOLVED: that Minute 108b of the Town Council Meeting held 30th October 2017 and 
Minute 70A Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 27th October 2017 be 
approved.  
 
128. PUBLIC DOMAIN 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed that these items remain in the private domain. 
 
RESOLVED: that these items remain in the private domain.  
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.20pm. 
 
 
Cllr Jeanette Stilts 
Town Mayor 
 
Signed:………………………………………………….  Date: ………………………………...... 
 


