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MALDON TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 29TH 
JANUARY 2018 AT 7.30PM IN THE MAIN HALL, TOWN HALL, MARKET HILL 

MALDON 

 

Town Mayor:  Cllr Jeanette Stilts 

Councillors:  R Ford, M Harvey, A Hafiz (Deputy Town Mayor), M Heard, R Miller, 
   S Nunn, D Ogg, M Pearlman, S Savage, F Shaughnessy, T Shrimpton 
   and P Stilts  

In attendance: The Town Clerk, the Administrative Assistant, the Sergeant-at-Mace 
   and six members of the public. 

Before the meeting started, members were invited to join in a short prayer with the Town 
Mayor  

 
129. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
130. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members were reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interests, Other Pecuniary Interests or Non-Pecuniary Interests which they know they might 
have in items of business on the agenda.  They were reminded that they will need to repeat 
their declarations at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if required 
under the Code of Conduct.  Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the 
appropriate time. 
 
All councillors declared that they know one or more of the candidates for co-option. 
Cllr Heard declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 11 because he is employed by 
Essex Police. 
 
131. MINUTES    
Members considered the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 11th December 2017 

Minutes 109-128 inclusive. It was noted that item 122 should say that the Town Mayor 

thanked Cllr Shaughnessy for helping to source the gift. 

RESOLVED: that with the inclusion of the above amendment, the Minutes of the Town 

Council Meeting held on 11th December 2017 (Minutes 109-128 inclusive) be confirmed as a 

true record and signed by the Town Mayor.  

132. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

Cllr Savage proposed that the Resolution be amended to read that the press and public be 

excluded form the Meeting for item 4 and item 5. This proposal was seconded and agreed. 

RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and 

public be excluded from the Meeting for item 4 and item 5 on the grounds that publicity 

would be prejudicial to the public interest. 

The members of the public left the meeting.  

133. CASUAL VACANCY ON THE COUNCIL  
133a Six applications were received for the vacant seat on West Ward which may be filled 
by co-option. Members received copies of the applications and it was agreed that each 
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candidate be asked the same questions. The Town Mayor thanked Cllr Nunn for preparing 
the questions.  
 

133b Each candidate for co-option to fill the vacancy was called into the meeting 

individually for a short interview. Following the interviews a confidential ballot was held. 

 

RESOLVED: that following the ballot, Mr Desmond Wright be appointed to fill the Town 

Council vacancy on West Ward. 

 

The unsuccessful candidates were thanked for their interest in serving on the Town Council. 

The Town Mayor congratulated Mr Wright who accepted the position as Town Councillor, 

signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took his seat at the meeting. 

 

134. PUBLIC DOMAIN 

 Members were asked to consider whether any item discussed in Private Session could be 

moved into the Public Domain. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that only the names 

of the candidates be moved to the Public Domain and that the deliberations remain private. 

RESOLVED: that the names of all the candidates be moved to the Public Domain and the 

deliberations remain in the Private Domain. 

The meeting resumed in public session and one member of the public joined the meeting. 

135. TOWN MAYOR AND DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR  

135.1 Members received details of the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor’s 
engagements carried out since the last Town Council meeting.  
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 
 
135.2 The Town Mayor gave a verbal update on plans for the remainder of the Mayoral 
Year. There are two more charity events to come: 

• A historical talk “The Hundred Years’ War” by Robert Long MBE and Cllr 
Stephen Nunn on Friday 16th February, starting at 7.30pm in the Town Hall 
(tickets £10pp) 

• An Italian and Opera Evening at the Town Hall on Friday 16th March with food 
provided by the Oak House (tickets £25pp) 

 
The Town Mayor thanked everyone who attended the Civic Service on 21st January. 
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 
  
136. QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS OR PUBLIC ON AGENDA ITEMS 
There were no questions. 
 
137. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
There was nothing to report. 
 
138. MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Members received the Minutes of the following Committee meetings: 

138.1 Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 4th and 18th December 2017, 
and 8th January 2018 Minutes  113-133 inclusive. 
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RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 4th and 18th 
December 2017 and 8th January 2018 (Minutes 113-133 inclusive) be noted. 

138.2 Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 9th January 2018 Minutes 
104-123 inclusive. 
 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 9th January 
2018 (Minutes 104-123 inclusive) be noted. 

 
138.3 Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 15th January 
2018 Minutes 72-88 inclusive.  
It was noted that in item 79 it was resolved that the name of the budget be changed to 
“Chairman’s (Mayor’s) Allowance” and not “Chairman’s Allowance”. 
 
RESOLVED: that with the inclusion of the above amendment the minutes of the Finance & 
General Purposes committee meeting held on 15th January 2018 (Minutes 72-88 inclusive) 
be noted. 
 
139. MALDON VINTAGE CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Cllr Pearlman confirmed that this year’s Vintage Christmas Fayre will be held on Thursday 

29th November and the theme will be the 1950s.  £10,000 sponsorship is to be sought. The 

Christmas lights will be switched on at 6.30pm instead of 7.30pm.  Cllr Heard noted that this 

event is going from strength to strength and he congratulated Cllr Pearlman and the Working 

Group supported by the Town Council for making it so successful. 

 

RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 

 
140. POLICING IN MALDON 
Cllr Heard had declared a non-pecuniary interest. 
 
140.1 Members were asked to receive concerns about the effectiveness of policing in  
Maldon following a number of incidents over the New Year period.  Cllr Pearlman provided 
information on specific incidents that occurred during this time and said that he has written to 
the Essex Police Commissioner. He has not received a reply despite follow-up 
communications. Members discussed the issue of policing generally and also the possibility 
of requesting the appointment of Special Constables. 
 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed that a letter be sent to the Essex Crime 
Commissioner; the Chief Constable of Essex; John Whittingdale MP; the Chief Executive of 
Maldon District Council; and the Chairman of the Home Office Select Committee at Central 
Government, voicing concerns about policing in Maldon and the specific incidents that 
occurred over the Christmas/New Year period. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk draft a letter as decided above. 
 
140.2 Members were asked to receive and note a letter giving notification of a six-month 
moratorium on the former Police Station building in West Square, Maldon. It was proposed 
that the Town Council applies for the building to be designated a Listed Building. The Town 
Clerk said that in order to make such an application a lot of historical background information 
will be needed. Cllr Nunn agreed to assist with this. 
 
It was also proposed and agreed that a letter be sent to the Essex Police and Crime 
Commissioner advising that the Town Council expects the Police to keep the building in 
good repair and free from vandalism during the moratorium period. 
 



 

39 
 

RESOLVED: that the moratorium information be noted and the Town Clerk put together an 
application for Listed Building status for the former Police Station building. 
 
RESOLVED: that a letter be sent to the Essex Police and Crime Commissioner advising that 
the Town Council expects the Police to keep the building in good repair and free from 
vandalism during the moratorium period. 
 
Cllr Shrimpton left the meeting at 9.10pm 
 
141. MALDON HERITAGE GROUP 
Members received an update following the meeting of Maldon Heritage Group held on 19th 
January 2018. It was attended by 19 people, including representative from the Museum of 
Power, Beeleigh Mill and the TIC. Consideration is being given to how Heritage Weekend 
should be run. The Group is well-supported and is progressing well. 
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 
 
142. CCG CONSULTATION – Future of Health and Care Services 
Members received information on proposals for the future of healthcare services and were 
asked to agree a response to the consultation. It was noted that the consultation relates to 
Chelmsford, Southend and Basildon but that Maldon is not mentioned. It was proposed, 
seconded and agreed that a response be sent asking for clarification regarding Maldon 
services. 
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted and a response sent asking for clarification on 
services in Maldon. 
 
143. TOWN CENTRE DRINKING WATER FOUNTAIN 
Members received an email request from a local resident for a public drinking water fountain 
to be provided in the town centre. The email described the water trough outside All Saints 
Church as `a rather disgusting marble bath’. A full discussion took place during which it was 
proposed that  the reply to the request should explain that the trough is a historic feature and 
that there is a nationwide initiative for cafes to provide free water. It was proposed, seconded 
and unanimously agreed that the request be rejected. 
 
RESOLVED: that the request be rejected and the reply should point out that the trough is a 
historic feature of the town. 
 
144. ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 2018 
Members were asked to note the date for the Annual Town Meeting (Monday 23rd April 
2018) and agree a speaker. It was agreed that the speaker should be from Essex Police and 
following a discussion it was proposed and agreed that the Chief Constable of Essex should 
be invited to speak on policing issues in Maldon. 
 
RESOLVED: that the date for the Annual Town Meeting is 23rd April 2018 and the Chief 
Constable of Essex be invited to speak at the meeting. 
 
145. SIGNIFICANT DATES in 2018 
Members received a report on upcoming events for 2018 and how they should be marked. 
The various events were discussed and it was proposed, seconded and agreed that the 
Town Council concentrate on commemorating the end of WW1. This will include a drape of 
poppies on the War Memorial which has already been agreed with the Royal British Legion. 
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted and that the Town Council concentrates on 
commemorating the end of WW1 during 2018. 
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146. INTERIM AUDIT REPORT 
Members were asked to receive and approve the auditors interim report, and to note that 
there are no issues arising. The Practitioners’ Guide requires that the internal audit report is 
presented to the Council.  Members thanked the Town Clerk for all her work. 
 
RESOLVED: that the auditor’s interim report be approved and that it be noted that there are 
no issues arising. 
 
147. COUNCILLOR RESIGNATION 
Members were asked to note the resignation of Councillor J Miller and to consider how the 
casual vacancy should be filled  A decision is awaited from MDC as to whether a bi-election 
is necessary or if the vacancy can be filled by co-option. It was proposed, seconded and 
agreed that if the vacancy can be filled by co-option the Town Clerk will notify members by 
email and the co-option process carried out. 
 
RESOLVED: that the vacancy be filled by co-option if advised by MDC that there will not be 
a bi-election. 
 
148. MEETING SCHEDULE FOR CIVIC YEAR 2018/19 
Members received and approved a draft schedule of meeting for 2018/19. 
 
RESOLVED: that the meetings schedule be noted and agreed. 
 
149. MINUTES & REPORTS RECEIVED FROM OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
Members were advised that the minutes of the Carnival Association Meeting held on 27th 
November 2017 and the Maeldune Trust Meeting held on 13th December 2017 are available 
on request as well as the update from Essex County Councillor, Penny Channer. The Town 
Mayor reported that the Carnival Association has received a considerable amount of money 
from the sale of some land and has been advised that it should disband and re-form with 
charitable status, in which case the Town Mayor would no longer be able to be its President. 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed that as the Carnival Association has been in 
difficulties for some time, the opportunity be taken for the Town Mayor to stand back and 
relinquish the role of President. 
 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted and that the Town Mayor relinquish the role of 
President of the Carnival Association. 
 
150. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS  
Cllr Hafiz reported on the Police Engagement Workshop which he attended on 15th 
November 2017. 

 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 
 
151. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ALSO SERVING AS DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
There were no reports. 
 
152. GENERAL QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS OR PUBLIC 
A member of the public raised the issue of the former Police Station building and asked who 
owns it, to which Cllr Pearlman replied. The member of the public also wished it to be noted 
that the problem of `boy racers’ does not only apply to Maldon High Street but to other parts 
of the town as well, such as Park Drive and Limebrook Way.  He then raised the issue of the 
status and future of Primrose Meadow, asking whether a litter bin could be installed there 
and also if MTC would pursue the area being designated as a village green.  Cllr Savage 
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responded that he is currently seeking clarification on the status of Primrose Meadow in the 
LDP. It was proposed and agreed that the litter bin request be put on the next Environment 
Committee agenda . 
 
RESOLVED: that the possible provision of a litter bin for Primrose Meadow be put on the 
next Environment Committee agenda. 
 
Cllr Pearlman left the meeting at 9.45pm. 
 
153. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED:  that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and 
public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest. 
 
The member of the public left the meeting. 
 
154. STAFFING ISSUES 
Members received Minute 80b of the Finance & General Purposes committee meeting held 
on 15th January 2018 
 
RESOLVED: that Minute 80b of the Finance & General Purposes committee meeting held 
on 15th January 2018 be noted and agreed. 
 
155. PUBLIC DOMAIN 
It was proposed, seconded and agreed that these items remain in the private domain. 
 
RESOLVED: that these items remain in the private domain. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.50pm. 
 
Cllr Jeanette Stilts 
Town Mayor 
 
Signed:……………………………………………………Date: …………………………………… 


