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MALDON TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 13th FEBRUARY, 
2017 IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, TOWN HALL, MALDON  

COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M 
PRESENT: 

Chairman: Cllr F Shaughnessy 

Vice-Chairman: Cllr P Stilts 

Councillors: I Kidman, J Miller, D Ogg, S Savage and J Stilts  
 

In attendance: J Eva (Environment Committee Officer), D Linton (MiB), Mr Swain, Mr Kelly and 2 CPOs 

 
122.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
RESOLVED: Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr R Miller (Mayoral engagement). 

 
123. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members were reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, 
Other Pecuniary Interests, or Non-Pecuniary Interests which they know they might have in items 
of business on the agenda. They were reminded that they will need to repeat their declarations 
at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if required under the Code of 
Conduct.  Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time. 
 
Cllrs Ogg and Shaughnessy declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 136.2 (one of the 
contractors is known to them). 
 

124.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on Tuesday 10th January 2017, were 
agreed, and signed as a true record. 
 

125.   SITE UPDATE FROM THE COMMUNITY PROTECTION OFFICERS (CPOs) 
The CPOs reported that most Town Council managed sites have been relatively quiet of late. 
Groups of youths have been seen in St Marys Churchyard on a couple of occasions and were 
asked to leave. The CPOs have varied the times/days of their patrols.  

 
126. ALLOTMENTS REPORT 

126.1 Site reports 
The allotments were inspected the week beginning the 30th January 2017, each site was found 
to be in good order. A burst water pipe at plot number 3, Brickhouse Farm was reported to the 
ECO, and the water supply was turned off and a local plumber was called.    
 
Following a recent medical emergency at the Maldon Hall site, information signs will be 
displayed on all allotment gates, detailing the site name, site address and key safe location, for 
the benefit of the emergency services.   
 
There are currently twelve people on the waiting list – and two new tenants at Maldon Hall.  
 

 126.2 Tenants questions 
There were no questions.  
 

127.  FINANCIAL REPORT  
This report was noted.  

128. ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE BUSINESS PLAN  
It was noted that traffic light colours on the second page were in the wrong place.   



 

E25 
 

 
RESOLVED: the ECO will amend this.  

129. REGULAR PROGRAM OF TREE SURVEYS 
Members considered two quotations for Visual Tree Assessment surveys (VTAs) –  
Quote A = £860.00 and Quote B = £462.00. The VTAs will be carried out at Wycke Hill Pond, 
Ware Pond, Brickhouse Farm, Maldon Hall, and All Saints Churchyard.  

RESOLVED: Cllr J Stilts proposed that Quote B £462.00 be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr J 
Miller and agreed by members.  

130. CLOSED CHURCHYARDS 
130.1 Closed churchyard reports  
All churchyards were inspected and found to be in good order, with no reported incidents.  

St Peters Churchyard 
A dog is often seen running freely in the churchyard. The ECO has spoken to the owner and 
asked that the dog be kept on its lead whilst in the churchyard. The ECO has also placed two 
signs in the garden area, requesting all dog owners to do the same. In addition, members 
requested that a formal letter be sent to the dog owner about this issue. 

RESOLVED: that a letter be sent to the dog owner about this issue.  

130.2 Shears Tomb  
Work to stabilise the tomb and create a concrete plinth was completed in late January.  
Members considered a quotation of £3996 for the second phase of work to rebuild the tomb.   

RESOLVED: Cllr J Stilts proposed that this quotation be agreed, this was seconded by Cllr 
Savage and agreed by members. The ECO will request that the contractors also make a minor 
repair to a nearby gravestone, whilst working on-site.  

131.     LEECH MEMORIAL GARDEN (LMG) 
131.1 LMG report  
The garden is in good order with no reported incidents. A small gathering of the Friends of 
Leech Memorial Garden and residents took place on 4th February, to unveil the new 
interpretation board.  
131.2 Bee flowerbed  
This flowerbed is located at the lower end of the garden, and it was adopted by the local Essex 
Wildlife group (EWT), as an area for pollinators. Some planting has taken place, but more is 
needed to provide year-round food for pollinators. 

 RESOLVED: Cllr P Stilts proposed the purchase several RHS recommended ‘Perfect for 
Pollinator’ plant species, up to the value of £150.00, Cllr Kidman seconded this.  
Friends of Leech Memorial Garden will lead the planting, in partnership with the local EWT 
group.   

132.  MARKET HILL GARDEN (MHG) 
The garden looks in good order, with no reported incidents. MiB would like to plant some 
drought tolerant shrubs in the three empty roadside beds.  

133.  PONDS 
133.1 Ware Pond  
The site looks in good order, with no reported incidents.  
133.2 Wycke Hill Pond (WHP) 
The site looked in good order, with no reported incidents. The Grounds Maintenance 
Contractors (GMC) have completed the winter clearance work and tree pruning. This site is 
sensitively managed, to create a mosaic of habitats, for the benefit of wildlife. MiB plan to build 
a hibernaculum later in the year, as a wildlife refuge.  

133.3 Water safety aid  
Members considered two quotations for the purchase of a water safety aid. 



 

E26 
 

RESOLVED: Cllr Savage requested that a decision on the purchase of this safety aid be deferred 
until the next meeting, as he would like the ECO to consult with the Town Council’s insurance 
providers, as to whether a water safety aid is required.  

134.  EYESORES 
134.1 Reports from Councillors 
Cllr P Stilts requested that a letter be sent to the Plume School, asking them to consider 
repairing or removing the damaged fencing, at their Mundon Road playing field.  

 Cllr P Stilts requested that a letter be sent to ECC, asking them to clear the footpaths along the 
river, near Tesco, during the Autumn.  

135. AMENITY AREAS 
A resident of Eliot Way contacted the ECO with concerns regarding vegetation in his garden, 
from a nearby a silver birch tree. The resident requested that the tree should be cut back to 
reduce the amount of vegetation on his property, but was informed that it did undergo a 
reduction and crown lift in 2016.    

136. MALDON IN BLOOM (MiB) 
136.1 MiB update 
On Friday 3rd March 2017, the group will hold a litter pick, as part of the Great British Clean Up, 
which is a campaign organised by Keep Britain Tidy. The litter pick will start from the War 
Memorial at 10.45am and will focus on the Anglia in Bloom judging route, around the North 
Ward area.  

 Cllr Shaughnessy reminded those present that the MiB presentation evening will take place at 
the Town Hall on Tuesday 27th June, from 6pm. 

136.2 Floral rowing boat 
Cllrs Ogg and Shaughnessy declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item, as they know one of 
the contractors involved. 
 
Members considered two quotations Quote A = £180 and Quote B = £170, to repair and paint 
the rowing boat.   

RESOLVED: it was agreed that Quote A = £170 be accepted. 

137. ST GILES RUINS 
This site is in good order. 
Members considered two quotations to paint a 2.5m section of the front railings and site gates.  

RESOLVED: that this item be deferred to the following meeting so that another quotation can 
be obtained for consideration.  

138.  WAR MEMORIAL  
The War Memorial is in good order. The Maldon Branch of the RBL will clean the base of the 
memorial and remove the weathered wreaths. The VC wreath has been removed, in preparation 
for the Mayor to place it on Pte. Frederick Corbett’s grave at Maldon Cemetery.  
 
RESOLVED: that a small article be sent to the local paper, informing residents that some 
wreaths will be removed by the RBL.   

139. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE REPORT 
Members received a copy of the December GMC report, which included the following 
information; winter clearance work has been carried out at LMG and St Marys Churchyard. The 
installation of two dog bins at WHP and MHG was delayed for suitable ground anchors to be 
fabricated. The mangers used by the Friendly Frier are rusted and need replacing. Cllr Stilts has 
previously spoken to the owners who said that water from the mangers often gets into their 
letterbox. 

 RESOLVED: the ECO will ask the owners of the Friendly Frier if they would prefer to purchase 
reservoir planters, which would stop the water from entering the letterbox. 
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 RESOLVED: the GMC will be reminded that there are several areas of emerging bulbs on their 
mowing schedule – near the garages in Shakespeare Drive and near the compost bins in LMG.     

140. QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
Mr Kelly informed members that an area of amenity land on the corner of Pembroke Avenue 
and Suffolk Road has been badly damaged by vehicles parking there. The ECO has reported the 
damage here on a number occasions to ECC but has had no response.  

 Mr Kelly informed members that bus users have requested that another bench be installed on 
the High Street, adjacent to the one outside Templemen Optician. Mr Kelly did offer to 
contribute financially to the purchase of another bench. 

 RESOLVED: the ECO to make enquiries with ECC, to see if another bench is feasible in this 
location.  

Mr Swain enquired when a missing pane on the bus shelter outside Prezzo will be replaced. 

RESOLVED: the ECO is in the process of organising the replacement.  

 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.36 pm 

 

Signed: …………………………………….   Date: ……………………………………. 


