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MALDON TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 3rd OCTOBER, 2016 
IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, TOWN HALL, MALDON  

COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M 
PRESENT: 

Chairman: Cllr F Shaughnessy 

Vice-Chairman: Cllr P Stilts 

Councillors: J Stilts (Deputy Town Mayor Ex-Officio), M Dickinson, I Kidman, R Miller (Town Mayor 
Ex-Officio), D Ogg and S Savage.   
 

In attendance: J Eva (Environment Committee Officer), D Linton (Maldon in Bloom), Les Drury (W.A.I.T)  
and Mr Swain.   

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
RESOLVED: Apologies for absence were accepted from Harry Webb (Brickhouse Farm).  

 
63. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members were reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, 
Other Pecuniary Interests, or Non-Pecuniary Interests which they know they might have in items 
of business on the agenda. They were reminded that they will need to repeat their declarations 
at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if required under the Code of 
Conduct.  Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time. 
 

64.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
Following a minor amendment, the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 
Monday 22nd August 2016, were agreed and signed as a true record. 
 

65. SITE UPDATE FROM COMMUNITY PROTECTION OFFICER – BEN CHAPMAN  
The CPOs reported that a group from the Community Payback Scheme will be painting litter 
bins and cleaning up the pavements in the High Street, over the next few weekends.  
The CPO’s have moved on several groups of youths in LMG and St Marys CYD. 

 
66. ALLOTMENTS REPORT 

66.1 Site reports 
The annual rental invoices and newsletters were sent out to all tenants at the beginning of 
September, payments have been coming in steadily.  

The allotments were inspected during the week beginning Monday 19th September 2016 and 
were found to be in good order, with no reported incidents.  
 
Maldon Hall  
The GMC have recently strimmed and cleared a large amount of dumped rubbish from plot 17b 
and Les Drury has strimmed plot 23b, at a cost of £10. There are currently 4 vacant plots. 
 
Warwick Crescent  
The committee considered a quotation of £150.00 to remove dumped waste from plot 3b. 
 
RESOLVED: members agreed that the council does not have the funds available to clear this 
plot and would encourage the tenant to burn all organic material, where possible. Dumped 
waste is becoming a regular problem across all 3 sites, and tenants must be discouraged from 
bringing unwanted items onto the allotments – as included in the 2016 allotment newsletter.   
 
There are no vacant plots at this site. 
 
Brickhouse Farm 
An ambulance recently attended an injured tenant on-site, who is now recovering.  
There is currently 1 vacant plot on this site.  
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66.2 Tenant questions 
Les Drury informed the committee that several new tenants at WC have made a start on their 
plots.  

67.  FINANCIAL REPORT  
Cllr Savage queried what income item 8, Agency Services represented.  
 
RESOLVED: item 8, Agency Services is payment from ECC to MTC for grass verge cutting. 

68. ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE BUSINESS PLAN  
Members received a copy of the Environment Business Plan, which listed the different ongoing 
tasks overseen by this committee – a traffic light system indicated the state of each task e.g.  
Red = At Risk, Yellow = Of Concern, Green = On Schedule and Blue = Completed. 
 
RESOLVED: the current status of items 10, 11 and 12 be changed to yellow, as these jobs have 
not yet started.  

69. BUS SHELTER MAINTENANCE 
Members received a report and photographs of the bus shelters in the town, which indicated 
which authority was responsible for the maintainance of the individual shelters.  
 
Cllr Savage pointed out that the shelter on Mill Road, outside the Plume School, was in a poor 
state and needed replacing.  
 
RESOLVED: the ECO will contact ECC Highways regarding funding for a new shelter.  
RESOLVED: Cllrs agreed to introduce a routine maintenance programme, to clean and repair 
Town Council owned bus shelters. The ECO to confirm costings at the next meeting.  

70. ASH TREE – MALDON HALL ALLOTMENTS 
Members considered a request to fell an ash tree growing on the allotment site, from a resident 
of St Giles Crescent, as branches are making contact with her garden fence.  
 
RESOLVED: it was agreed that the tree would not be felled but would be reduced and crown 
lifted to 2.5m, allowing for clearance over the resident’s fence. Quotations for this work will be 
available at the next meeting.  

71. CLOSED CHURCHYARDS 
71.1 Closed churchyard reports  
All churchyards were inspected and found to be in good order, with no reported incidents.  

All Saints CYD 
Soakaway area – the material unearthed by Churchwardens during an inspection of the 
soakaway, was confirmed by an expert as low grade asbestos. The ECO consulted the Essex 
Association of Local Councils (EALC), who in turn sought advice from the Institute of Cemetery 
& Crematorium Management (ICCM), on whether or not MTC was responsible for the safe 
removal of this material. Advice received from ICCM confirms that MTC is responsible for the 
general maintenance of the churchyard i.e fences, trees, grass cutting etc, and has a 
responsibility for the health and safety of the grounds staff working in the area. 
 
RESOLVED: the ECO informed Skippers Grounds Maintenance to take appropriate H&S 
precautions when working in that area, and will display 2 posters, asking people to avoid 
entering the site.  
The Churchwardens have been contacted to confirm if they have notified the Diocese.  
 
St Peters CYD 
Members received a proposal from the Maldon & Dengie Stroke Support & Carers Group, to 
create a raised flowerbed in the circular planting area, on the High Street side of the church. 
 
RESOLVED: the committee agreed to this request, pending approval of the Conservation 
Officer. Members asked if the raised flowerbed could be slightly higher at the back, towards the 
church, in order for it to be best appreciated from the High Street.   
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St Marys CYD 
The churchyard looks in good order. A church warden has offered to remove, fix and replace 
several of the damaged iron railings from the St Marys Lane boundary. 
 
RESOLVED: this information was noted. 

72.     LEECH MEMORIAL GARDEN 
72.1 LMG report  
The garden is in good order with no reported incidents. The Friends Group have recently carried 
out a general tidy up of the garden, in preparation for wintertime.  
The Chairman reported that the newly installed interpretation board looks very nice, and has 
been warmly received by local residents.   

72.2 Footpath handrail   
A quotation to install a 5m wooden handrail, near to the steps area, was read out to members, 
at a cost of £300 +VAT. 
 
RESOLVED: the quotation was accepted.  

72.3 Water Supply 
The application to install a water supply was submitted to E&S Water. 
 
RESOLVED: the information was noted.  

73.  MARKET HILL GARDEN  
The garden looks in good order, with no reported incidents. Two of the climbing plants around 
the pergola have died and will need replacing. The GMC have repaired the wooden fence, at a 
cost of £10. Two empty flowerbeds, on the roadside of the garden, need planting up with 
perennial plants. Cllr P Stilts commented that surface gravel from the garden footpath is spilling 
out onto the footway.  

RESOLVED: the ECO will speak to the GMC about suitable planting choices for the 2 empty 
flowerbeds. 

RESOLVED: the ECO will investigate if an ACO drain would be suitable solution to collect the 
loose gravel.    

74.  PONDS 
74.1 Ware Pond  
The site looks in good order, with no reported incidents.  
74.2 Wycke Hill Pond 
The site looked in good order, with no reported incidents. The GMC have filled up large cracks 
in the footpath around the pond with topsoil.  

75.  EYESORES 
75.1 Reports from Councillors 
i) A resident reported the poor state of the red phone boxes on Market Hill. 
ii) Cllr P Stilts reported that tarmac areas in the Poets Estate are very weedy. 
iii) Cllr P Stilts queried the ECC Highways Officers response to previously reported issues, such 
as hedges across footways and other footway hazards.   
iv) Cllr J Stilts queried the progress of an eyesore reported previously at the July committee 
meeting – (minute 29b). 
 
RESOLVED: i) this item, along with photographs will be reported to BT.  
         ii) the ECO will contact MDC about this issue. 
                    iii) a letter will be sent to ECC Highways and Cllr Penny Channer, querying the  
                        state of the reported issues. 
                    iv) this was originally reported to the MDC Conservation Officer but no response              
                    was received, so the ECO will follow this up with another email.  

76. AMENITY AREAS 
76.1 High Street benches in the alcove seating area 
Members considered several suitable replacement bench options for this area. 



E15 
 

 
RESOLVED: pending approval from the MDC Conservation Officer, members agreed to 
purchase 2 black Countryside Seat benches from Glasdon UK, at a price of £440.79 each.  
 
76.2 ECC verge protection in Dorset Road  
Members were informed that ECC is proposing to commence an informal six-month period of 
self-enforcement for ‘no parking on grass verges at any time’ along the entire length of Dorset 
Road from Monday 3rd October to Friday 31st March 2017. During this period of informal self-
enforcement, ECC Highways Officers will visit the site and record parking behaviour at random 
intervals.  
 
RESOLVED: this information was noted.  

77. LONGSHIP WAY 
77.1 Knee-rail  
A damaged wooden knee-rail was recently removed from Longship Way by the GMC. Members 
considered 2 quotations to replace the knee-rail – Quote A £490.00 +VAT and Quote B £880.00 
+VAT.  

 RESOLVED: quotation A was accepted. 

78. MALDON IN BLOOM  
78.1 MiB update 
The MiB Group were awarded GOLD at the recent Anglia in Bloom presentation ceremony in 
Gorleston. The judges were highly complimentary of the town and particularly liked the High 
Street hanging baskets. These baskets are provided by the Town Council, as part of the annual 
High Street Hanging Basket Scheme, designed to brighten up the town centre.  
 
The MiB theme for 2017 is ‘Bees, Bats & Butterflies’. Members received a quotation from the 
Maldon Shed Group to make 15 bat boxes at a cost of £180.00. These boxes will be installed in 
various MTC sites and will be given to local schools. 
 
RESOLVED: this quotation was accepted.  

 78.2 Recognising the achievements of MiB  
Members congratulated the MiB team for their success in attaining another GOLD in this years 
AiB competition.  
 
RESOLVED: The committee agreed that the close group of volunteers, involved in the campaign 
should be invited to a tea party celebration, to be hosted by the Mayor. The ECO to make 
arrangements for this.   

79. WAR MEMORIAL  
The memorial will be cleaned in time for Remembrance Day in November and Sal Bowling has 
offered her time to carry out some general maintenance to the railings.   

80. ST GILES RUINS 
The site was in good order but some litter was present towards the rear of the site. 

RESOLVED: this information was noted.  

81. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE REPORT 
Members received a copy of the September report. 

 RESOLVED: this information was noted.  

82. QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
Mr Swain asked if MTC could raise the issue of the damaged fencing along Primrose Meadow 
with the relevant landowner.  

RESOLVED: the ECO will contact the Plume School. 

 Dorreen Linton enquired about the state of the damaged wall in Market Hill Garden. 

 RESOLVED: this item is ongoing.  
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83. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: In accordance with s.1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the 
press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business on the 
grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest – the members of the public 
present left the meeting. 

84. ST MARYS CHURCHYARD 
A report was received. 
 
RESOLVED: That no item discussed in Private Session be moved into the Public Domain. 

 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.02 pm 

 

 
Signed: …………………………………….   Date: ……………………………………. 


