
   
 

 

       
   

    
 

 
     

     
     

   

 
    
   

   
   

  

 
    

   
  

     
    

 

 

        
      

     
         
 

     
      

            
 

   
       

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  

   
 

 
 

   

MALDON TOWN COUNCIL

Message from the Town Mayor Cllr. Stephen Nunn

ANNUAL REPORT

Apart from getting married and the birth of our daughter, becoming 
Maldon’s 205th Mayor has been the best chapter in my life. 

My objective has been to uphold the town’s municipal traditions and to
live up to the standards of some of my Mayoral heroes – Edward Arthur
Fitch (from the 19th century), Cyril Dowsett (from my Maldon childhood
days) to name but two. This means preparing for events with a suitable
speech in my pocket, not being the first in the queue for hospitality, being
approachable and not keep saying “I”!  That’s because it has not been
about me, but about the office, its ceremony and doing the very best for
the town and its residents.  I have been keen to have some influence on
the conservation, but also the measured development and economic
growth of our town. In that task I have been ably assisted by my wife,
Christine and the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mark Heard, and 
his wife Vicky, fellow councillors and committee chairs who have all
worked really hard.  

My focus has been on the town and the work of local groups and 
organisations. At the beginning of the civic year I nominated my two main local charities: the Royal British 
Legion (Maldon Branch) and Maldon MIND.  To generate money for these and other local charities, we 
have organised a variety of events – talks, quizzes and theatrical productions (thanks to my friends Barrie 
and Nikki of Mac Theatre).  I have called in favours from friends and received some generous donations. 

In addition to being the chairman of the council and all that entails, I have also been to many functions and
events. It has been a busy time juggling the Mayoral role with family, historical consultancy and a full-time
job, but I have been determined to demonstrate that you don’t have to be unemployed or retired to be the
Mayor or to rely on expenses from the public purse if you don’t need them. 

My New Year’s wish for 2015 is for harmony and united support for the good of Maldon. There are many 
dedicated and well-meaning individuals and organisations in our town that often have strong views 
about how things should be run. Their input is welcome and needs to be harnessed to ensure effective 
decision making. 

Thankfully we live in a democracy and the Town Council is an important part of the structure of Local 
Government. The elections for the Town Council take place this year and I hope that interested 
individuals will either stand themselves or support those that do. We live in a special place with a rich history
and an optimistic future. We all have a part to play in ensuring its continued success. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve you, for all your support and for what you do to keep Maldon unique.

Town Hall
The Hall, Foyer and Conference Room can be hired and further details can be obtained from the Town Council Offices. Rates listed
below for the Main Hall are the preferential rates, which apply to residents of the town & local voluntary and charitable organisations.

Main Hall Conference Room
Monday – Friday £14.00 per hour Monday – Friday £11.00 per hour
(8.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.)  Minimum charge £42.00   (8.00 a.m. to 12 midnight) Minimum charge £33.00

Monday – Friday £16.00 per hour Saturday, Sunday & Bank Holidays
(6.00pm to 12 midnight) Minimum charge £48.00 (day and evening) £13.00 per hour

Minimum charge £39.00

Saturday, Sunday
& Bank Holidays £18.00 per hour Foyer (if hired separately)
(day and evening) Minimum charge £54.00 £7 per hour Minimum charge £21.00

April 2015

All Maldon Residents are welcome to attend the Annual Town Meeting
to be held on Tuesday 14 April 2015 at Maldon Town Hall.  Local 

organisations will have displays and the Maldon Twinning Association
will give a short talk about its activities.  The Mayor of Maldon’s Award

for Services to the Community will be announced and donations 
made to local charities from the Mayor of Maldon’s Fund.  

Doors open at 6.45pm. Tea, coffee and biscuits available.

 
 
 

 
 

   
   

   
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

TOWN COUNCILLORS

TOWN COUNCIL STAFF

HIRE CHARGES

Town Clerk: Mrs Theresa Byles                  Planning Clerk: Mrs Caroline Hooper
Environment Committee Officer: Miss Jennifer Eva                   Administrative Assistant: Mrs Nina Miller

The offices of the Town Council are located on the first floor of the Town Hall, Market Hill, Maldon CM9 4RL
Telephone: 01621 857373 Fax: 01621 850793

Email: administration@maldontowncouncil.gov.uk.
For up to date information and news checkout the Town Council’s Website:

www.maldontowncouncil.gov.uk

The 4 year term of office of the present Town Council is coming to an end.  At March 2015 the Councillors were:   

EAST WARD: NORTH WARD: SOUTH WARD: WEST WARD:
Michael Pearlman Mark Heard David Denyer Richard Ford
Bridget Windley Stephen Nunn Richard Miller Tom Kelly

Stephen Savage Alan Outlaw Sharon Riesebeck
Tony Shrimpton Jeanette Stilts Peter Stilts

John Wilsdon 

On 7 May 2015, all 15 seats on the Town Council will be up for election.   Throughout England and Wales about 9,000 parish, town,
community and neighbourhood councils (all of which are local councils) work towards improving community well-being and providing
better services at a local level. They are the tier of local government below the level of district, borough or unitary council and are the
tier closest to the people. 

In Maldon, the Town Council is responsible for 3 major buildings, the Town Hall (which is run as a community hall with 2 rooms 
available for hire), the Moot Hall and the Plume building; 3 closed churchyards one of which is now the public garden in the grounds 
of the Plume building; Leech Memorial Garden; Market Hill Garden; numerous green spaces in the town; 3 allotment sites.   
The Council operates a small grants scheme for local groups and supports both the Maeldune Trust to run the Heritage Centre 
and the Friends of the Moot Hall.  

The Town Council is consulted on all planning, transport and minerals & waste applications affecting the town.  
All Council and Committee meetings are open to the public and have a public question time. 

Contact details for the newly elected Town Council will be issued in May 2015.        

This Annual Report provides details of the workings of the Town Council from 1st April 2014 and brief details of plans for
2015/16. The Town Council represents the people of the town of Maldon and has a consultative role in relation to Maldon
District Council, Essex County Council and other authorities responsible for education, police, environment and health.

The Annual Report can be made available in large print.
To obtain a copy in alternative format please contact the Town Council Offices

Designed and printed by: Point Graphics Ltd, 21c High Street, Maldon, Essex CM9 5PE Tel: 01621 858849
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Committees of the Town Council
Finance and General Purposes Committee   Chairman: Cllr T Shrimpton   

Links with other organisations

Environment Committee                             Chairman: Cllr. D Denyer 

Planning Committee                                               Chairman: Cllr R Ford 

Maldon and Anglia in Bloom Working Party      Chairman: Mrs D Linton

For the year ending 31 March 2014, the Town Council’s Income was £364,600 and its expenditure was £351,817.  Due to the changes
in the Local Council Tax System, the Town Council’s precept was reduced and made up in part by a grant.  There was also a small 
decrease of £6000 in annual expenditure over the previous year.  The Council carried forward a total of £285,842 in Earmarked funds
and General Reserves at the year end.  These reserves will prove essential as the Town Council set a deficit budget for both 2014-15
and the forthcoming year.  Even so, the precept element has had to be increased by £10,000 for 2015-16. 

The Town Council owns 3 major buildings in the Town centre, the Town Hall, the Moot Hall and the Plume building.  This is a 
considerable financial responsibility for a medium sized local Council. In the previous year we were able to dispose of a small parcel 
of unused amenity land and the proceeds have been were put to good use at the Moot Hall, in restoring the beautiful iron art nouveau
railings.  We provide a support grant to the Friends of Moot Hall and to the Maeldune Heritage Trust.  

The Town Council funds the Christmas Illuminations and in 2014 members worked hard to get a good new contract in place and we
were all pleased with the result. 

The Town Council has retained its grants budget. In the financial year up to the end of January, we awarded a total of £4700 to local 
organisations to support their activities: 

Help & Encouragement for Lone Parents £300 sports equipment for young people 
Maldon Carnival Association £1000 annual Carnival  
Maldon Festival of Arts  £600 free “coffee concerts” & workshop  
Maldon Sea Cadets   £600 safety equipment 
Maldon Town Regatta Association £350 annual Town Regatta 
Maldon Twinning Association £1000 hosting visitors from Cuijk
The Plume School £500 Christmas Party for older residents 
Sea Change Sailing Trust £350 sailing course for local young people (with Action for Family Carers) 

And further in kind support through use of the Town Hall to the value of 

Help & Encouragement for Lone Parents £90 charity auction 
Maldon Arts Trail  £136   children’s art workshop 
Maldon Drama Group £1000 two amateur drama productions
Maldon Carnival £102  children’s activities event & a historical evening   

The final accounts for the year ending 31 March 2015 will be available by mid summer.  
The projected budget at the end of January 2015 was 

The Town Council actively supports outside, voluntary organisations, particularly where they have a direct, positive impact on the 
conservation and tourism of the town. To this end, the council is represented at the regular meetings of the Maeldune Heritage Centre,
Carnival Committee and the Maldon Museum. In addition, it has close links with the activities of the Twinning Association and the Friends
of the Moot Hall.

The Environment Committee is without doubt one of the most satisfying committees 
on which to work as it can shape the town where we live and which we represent. 
So what has the committee done to make Maldon a better place to live?

Allotments remain popular and a number of new tenants took on plots last year. 
The three sites are all in good order with regular checks and site representatives 
attend our Committee meetings.

We recently decided to include beehives from the local Maldon and Dengie 
Beekeepers’ Group at our Maldon Hall site to form a Divisional Training Apiary as a 
resource to promote understanding of bees and beekeeping. 

The Town Council was awarded the highly commended certificate in the Maldon 
District Council Conservation and Design Awards scheme following its transformation 
of Market Hill Garden which has made the garden a welcome beautiful open space
for residents and visitors to the town.  
A memorial bench to Jean Barwell was installed at the top of the garden and an
information board is to be installed this year.

The closed churchyards which we maintain have continued to be kept in a safe, 
clean and tidy condition, as the safety of the public is our first priority. 

The Town Council maintains two ponds in the Town. The Ware Pond on Spital Road has had new bow-top railings installed. Perhaps not so well
known is Wycke Hill pond.  The Town Council has taken on the lease for the site from the Essex County Council so that it can maintain it as natural
area for wildlife.

We now employ the Park Rangers to inspect and report on Town council open spaces. This has worked well and made us aware of any problems 
in open spaces.

A new information board has been installed at Giles Ruins. Leech Memorial Garden has been maintained well with the support of the local 
Friends group.  

Last summer the Town was very close to picking up a gold award in the Anglia in Bloom competition. A big thank you goes to residents, officers and
councillors who make up the Maldon in Bloom team.  Their work helps to make us proud of our town which is a great place to visit and to live.
Special mention must go to Bobbie Marchant who was has retired after many years of hard work for the town as the chairman of MiB committee.
Most recently, volunteers planted a new hornbeam tree in St Peters Churchyard and colourful spring bulbs in various locations around the town. 

Finally, I must mention the Town War Memorial. Last year there were two opportunities to remember our War dead. A large number of Towns’ people
came together to pay homage to those brave men who gave the ultimate sacrifice. The commemoration of the start of First World War was another
milestone in the Town’s history.  

The wooden benches outside the All Saints church are being refurbished; this is always a popular location to sit and watch the world go by!  
We plan to install another wooden bench on the other side of the road for people waiting at the bus stop near Edwards Walk.    

Market Hill Garden

For the last municipal year, since May 2014, I have had the privilege of being the Chairman of the Maldon Town Council’s Planning Committee.

Planning applications are submitted to Maldon District Council who, by law, have to consult the Town or Parish Council for the address or land
mentioned in the application.  Also, this consultation has to take place within a statutory time frame, so our committee meets, normally, every
fortnight.

We have to look at the proposal and recommend either approval or refusal, but only on certain grounds.  The final decision, however, rests with
Maldon District Council.  There is still a good correlation between our views and those of the District Council, although their views and ours do
not always agree, but that is democracy. 

Over the last year, we have considered a wide range of applications, from large developments forming part of the proposed South Maldon
Garden Suburb to small conservatories; from work on listed buildings to work on trees that are subject to a conservation order.

We actively encourage members of the public to our meetings, either to put forward their views on a particular application, or simply to watch
local government in action.  These meetings are part of your right to object to or support an application - if you do not air your views at one of
our meetings, you have lost a chance to influence the final outcome. Therefore, I do urge you to come along and tell us what you think about an
application that concerns you. I cannot guarantee that the committee will necessarily agree with you, but please do not waste the opportunity.

If you wish to attend one of our meetings, we normally meet on Monday evenings at 7.30; dates and copies of the agenda are posted on the
notice boards outside this Town Hall and the Moot Hall.

Each year the Maldon in Bloom award scheme is successful in bringing the community - residents, businesses, community groups and schools -
together in one common cause to celebrate our many green areas in the town.  On judging day it was a pleasure to visit the beautiful front 
gardens, streets, allotments, community gardens and the schools which had entered, to meet and talk with the residents and children 
who maintain these areas.   

At the presentation evening in July, achievements were honoured with prizes and certificates presented 
by the Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor.  The Anglia in Bloom judges visited Maldon in July and nominated 
the Plume School allotments project for the Best Young Persons project (age12-18 yrs).   
We were pleased to receive a Silver Gilt Award in the competition for the 8th year running. 
To keep up this level of achievement year on year reflects the commitment of volunteers and 
gardeners throughout the town.    

We hope that more members of the community will get involved in 2015 as there are many more areas 
which could be entered into Maldon in Bloom -please join us in celebrating the green areas within our town.
Special thanks must go to our sponsors for providing the awards for the competition as well as the 
businesses (over 100) which participate in the hanging baskets scheme. These are acknowledged with 
a certificate to display in their windows.

St Peter’s Churchyard

Tree Planting St Peter’s Churchyard

INCOME £000 EXPENDITURE £000
Precept       285 Admin 140
LCTS grant 35 Grants 7
Hire of facilities     31        Loan repayment    67     
Other         10 Town Hall 60    

Moot Hall 23     
Plume building    10
Environment    53    

Total Income 361 Remembrance & Xmas events 21
Plus

Use of reserve funds 20 Total Expenditure 381
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