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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 13TH MARCH 2017 IN 

THE MAIN HALL, TOWN HALL, MARKET HILL, MALDON COMMENCING AT 7.30PM 

Town Mayor:  Councillor R Miller 

Deputy Mayor:  Councillor J Stilts 

Councillors: R Ford, A Hafiz, M Heard, I Kidman, J Miller, S Nunn, D Ogg, S Savage, 

F Shaughnessy, T Shrimpton, P Stilts and M Harvey from item 144. 

In attendance: The Town Clerk; the Administrative Assistant; the Sergeant-at-Mace and 

one member of the public from item 144 onwards. 

Before the meeting started, members and all those present were invited to join in a short prayer. 

140. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr M Pearlman(away on business). 

141. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members were reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, 

Other Pecuniary Interests or Non-Pecuniary Interests which they know they might have in items 

of business on the agenda. They were reminded that they will need to repeat their declarations 

at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if required under the Code of 

Conduct. Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time. 

Cllr M Heard declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 11 (as an employee of Essex Police). 

Cllr I Kidman declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 9 (as a consultant to the Plume Library). 

Cllr J Miller declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 10 (as a Trustee of the Moot Hall, where 

the artwork is stored). 

Cllr S savage declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 11. 

All members declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 4 as one or more of the co-option 

vacancy candidates is known to them. 

141. MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

Members were asked to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 30th January 

2017 at 7.30pm, Minutes 123-139 inclusive. It was noted that in item 137,the third line should 

refer to Bradwell B, not Bradwell C. 

RESOLVED: that, with the inclusion of the above amendment, the minutes of the Town Council 

meeting held on 12th December 2016 at 7.30pm be confirmed as a true record and signed by 

the Town Mayor. 

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. The press and 

public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that 

publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest. 

There were no members of the press or public present. 

142. CASUAL VACANCY ON THE COUNCIL 

142a Five applications were received for the vacant seat on South Ward which may be filled 

by co-option. Members received copies of the applications and it was agreed that the interview 

procedure and questions to be asked should be the same as the last time a vacancy was filled.  



 

42 
 

142b Each candidate for co-option to fill the vacancy was called in to the meeting individually 

for a short interview at which they were all asked the same questions. Following the interviews a 

confidential ballot was held. 

RESOLVED: that having received an absolute majority, Mr Martin Harvey be co-opted to fill the 

Town Council vacancy on South Ward. 

Cllr Hafiz left the meeting at 8.17pm and returned at 8.20pm. 

The Town Mayor thanked the unsuccessful candidates for their interest in serving on the Town 

Council. He congratulated Mr Harvey who accepted the position as Town Councillor, signed the 

Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took his seat at the meeting which was resumed in 

public session. 

143 PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Members were asked to consider whether any item discussed in Private Session could be 

moved into the Public Domain. 

RESOLVED: that the name of the successful candidate be moved to the Public Domain and the 

names of the unsuccessful candidates remain in the Private Domain. 

One member of the public joined the meeting. 

144 TOWN MAYOR AND DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR 

144.1 Engagements 

Members received details of the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor’s engagements. The 

Town Mayor gave special thanks to the Deputy Mayor for her support in taking on extra 

engagements at his request in recent weeks. He made special mention of Maldon Carnival 

Association which has a new committee and intends to arrange activities during the summer. 

144.2 Plans for Mayoral Year 

The Town Mayor thanked everyone who has supported his charity events. He advised members 

that his last charity event will be a celebration of St George’s Day and will take place at the 

Plume Academy on the evening of Saturday 22nd April 2017. The ticket price is £15 which 

includes a fish and chip supper. 

144.3 Mayor’s Fund 

The balance of the Mayor of Maldon’s Fund currently stands at £6,800. 

RESOLVED: that the information in the above reports be received and noted. 

145. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

Members received a written update. The Town Clerk thanked Cllrs Heard, Ogg and 

Shaughnessy for their help with Maldon Pancake Race. 

RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted. 

146 MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Members considered the minutes of the following committee meetings: 

146.1 Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 23rd January, 6th and 20th February 

2017 – Minutes 129-152 inclusive. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 23rd January, 6th 

and 20th February 2017 Minutes 129-152 inclusive be accepted. 
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146.2 Minutes of the Environment Committee held on 13th February 2017 Minutes 122-140 

inclusive.10th January 2017 (minutes 105-121 inclusive). 

It was noted that in item 134 the letter to ECC asking for the footpaths along the river near 

Tesco to be cleared should request that this be done in the Spring (not Autumn). It was also 

noted that in item 136 it was resolved that Quote B be accepted (not Quote A). 

RESOLVED: that, with the above amendments, the minutes of the Environment Committee 

meeting held on 13th February 2017 Minutes 122-140 inclusive be accepted. 

146.3 Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 27th February 

2017 (minutes 75-90 inclusive). 

It was noted that regarding Apologies for Absence, Cllr Heard did not attend because he was at 

a PCC meeting (not an MDC meeting). 

RESOLVED: that, with the inclusion of the above amendment, the minutes of the Finance & 

General Purposes Committee meeting held on 27th February 2017 Minutes 75-90 inclusive be 

accepted.  

147. PLUME LIBRARY TRUST 

Cllr I Kidman had declared a non-pecuniary interest. 

Members received a written report and were asked to note that the Plume Trustees have 

decided to become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation and to comment on their proposed 

constitution which will take the place of the 1952 Scheme. Members discussed the proposals 

and made the following observations: 

• It would be very helpful to have a list of the differences between the 1952 Schedule and 

the new one. 

• A schedule of property should be included as part of the document. 

It was agreed that the Town Clerk write to the Plume Trustees asking for a list of the differences 

between the 1952 Constitution and the new one. 

RESOLVED: that that the information be received and noted and that the Town Clerk writes to 

the Plume Trustees requesting the above items. 

148 THE TOWN HALL 

148a Display of Artwork at the Town Hall 

Members were asked to consider a request for items of artwork that are currently stored in the 

Moot Hall to be displayed in Maldon Town Hall. Cllr J Miller said that members are welcome to 

visit the Moot Hall to see what is available.  During a discussion it was suggested that artwork 

could be displayed in the Conference Room so long as one wall is kept clear for projection 

purposes during Planning Committee meetings, and also in the Main Hall.  

RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted and that artwork be displayed in the 

Town Hall. 

148b Redecoration of the Conference Room 

Members were advised of a proposal by the caretaker to redecorate the Conference Room 

during the weekend of 25th/26th March 2017 at a total cost of £550 and were asked to agree this. 

Cllr Shaughnessy proposed the caretaker is thanked for volunteering to undertake this work. 

Members agreed it should be done. 
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RESOLVED: that the redecoration of the Conference Room goes ahead at the cost of £550 on 

the proposed dates. 

149 PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON THE GOVERNANCE OF ESSEX POLICE AND ESSEX 

COUNTY FIRE & RESCUE SERVICES 

Cllrs M Heard and S Savage had declared a non-pecuniary interest. 

Members received a public consultation document on proposed changes to the governance of 

Essex Police and Essex County Fire & Rescue Services for consideration and possible 

response. 

A discussion took place during which various points were raised including an expression of 

support for the proposals; the implication of the proposals on the relocation of the Police Station; 

and the practicalities of how local facilities would be maintained. It was agreed that the Town 

Clerk should send a letter seeking further clarification. 

RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted and the Town Clerk write to the Essex 

Police and Crime Commissioner seeking further clarification of the points raised. 

150 MEMBERS ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS 

Members received the record of Members’ attendance at meetings. It was suggested that, to 

encourage the use of substitutes when members are unable to attend a meeting, it should be 

shown on the report when a substitute has been arranged in advance. This was agreed. 

RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted and that the record should include the 

attendance of substitutes arranged in advance and who they were. 

151. BUSINESS PLAN 2016/17 

Members were asked to review progress on the Business Plan 2016/17. 

RESOLVED: that the information was received and noted.  

152. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS 

Cllr Savage is a member of the Public Transport Committee for ECC and reported that new 

timetable booklets are available from the Information Centre at Chelmsford Bus Station. 

Cllr Stilts said that a bus stop sign and timetable are needed for the new stop in Milton Road. 

 

RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted. 

153. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ALSO SERVING AS DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Cllr Heard reported that he chaired a meeting attended by the Essex  Police and Crime 

Commissioner which was very well-attended and provided an opportunity to ask questions 

relating to the relocation of the Police Station. 

RESOLVED: that the information was received and noted. 

154. MINUTES AND REPORTS RECEIVED FROM OTHER ORGANISATIONS 

Members were advised that the following minutes are available: 

• Carnival Association meeting held on 22nd February 2017 

• Maeldune Trust meeting held on 23rd February 2017. 

RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted. 
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155. QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS OR PUBLIC 

There were no questions.  

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and 

public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that 

publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest. 

The member of the public left the meeting. 

156. AGREEMENT OF MINUTES 

Members received and approved minute 88-90 of the Finance & General Purposes Committee 

meeting held on 27th February 2017. 

RESOLUTION: that the minutes be approved. 

157. BRICKHOUSE FARM ALLOTMENT SITE 

Members received correspondence from Maldon District Council relating to Brickhouse Farm 

Allotment site. 

RESOLUTION: that the correspondence be received. 

158. FREEDOM OF MALDON TOWN 

Members received a report on Freedom of Maldon Town Award. 

RESOLUTION: that the recommendation of the Freedom of the Town Working Group be 

approved. 

Cllr Nunn left the meeting at 9.05pm at the request of the Town Mayor and rejoined it at 9.10pm. 

159. PUBLIC DOMAIN 

It was agreed the only item to be moved to the Public Domain be the Award of the Freedom of 

Maldon. 

RESOLVED: that the item discussed in Private Session relating to the award of the Freedom of 

Maldon be moved to the Public domain and the other items remain in the private Domain.  

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.13pm. 

Cllr Richard Miller 

Town Mayor 

Signed:……………………………………………….       Date:………………………………….. 

  

  


