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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 30TH JANUARY 2017 IN 

THE CONFERENCE ROOM, TOWN HALL, MARKET HILL, MALDON COMMENCING AT 

7.30PM 

Town Mayor:  Councillor R Miller 

Deputy Mayor:  Councillor J Stilts 

Councillors: R Ford, A Hafiz, M Heard, I Kidman, J Miller, S Nunn, D Ogg, S Savage, 

F Shaughnessy, T Shrimpton, and P Stilts 

In attendance: The Town Clerk; the Administrative Assistant; Mr Paul Whitnall; Mr 

Richard Wooldridge; and five members of the public. 

Before the meeting started, members and all those present were invited to join in a short prayer. 

123. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr M Pearlman (away on business). 

124. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members were reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, 

Other Pecuniary Interests or Non-Pecuniary Interests which they know they might have in items 

of business on the agenda. They were reminded that they will need to repeat their declarations 

at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if required under the Code of 

Conduct. Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time. 

Cllr R Ford declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 8 (until recently he was a Trustee of the 

Maeldune Heritage Trust) and item 10 (as a retired police officer and a Trustee of the Gepp 

Charity which owns property in Wantz Haven). 

Cllr M Heard declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 10 (as an employee of Essex Police). 

Cllr I Kidman declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 8 (as a consultant to the Plume Library). 

Cllr J Miller declared a non-pecuniary interest in items 7 and 8 (as the Town Council’s 

representative on the Maeldune Trust). 

Cllr R Miller declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 10 (as the former Town Sergeant with 

Essex Police). 

Cllr S Savage declared a non-pecuniary interest in items 7 and 8 (the Maeldune tapestry is 

owned by Maldon District Council) and item 10 (as a trustee of the Gepp Charity which owns 

property in Wantz Haven). 

125. MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

Members were asked to approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 12th 

December 2016 at 7.30pm, Minutes 111-122 inclusive. The following points were noted: Item 

117, the second paragraph should say `…a presentation on the County Council’s draft 

proposals…’; Item 118, the sentence `The item was not discussed’ should be added 

immediately before the Resolution; Item 113.2, the fifth line should be amended to say `…a 

reduced number of services are available’; Item 122, should be amended to say ``…parts of 

item 120 should be moved to the Public Domain’. 

RESOLVED: that, with the inclusion of the above amendments, the minutes of the Town 

Council meeting held on 12th December 2016 at 7.30pm be confirmed as a true record and 

signed by the Town Mayor. 
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126. TOWN MAYOR AND DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR 

126.1 Engagements 

Members received details of the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor’s engagements. 

126.2 Plans for the Mayoral Year 

The next Town Mayor’s fundraising event will be a second curry night at Maldon Tandoori on 8th 

February 2017 and there are still some places available. On 25th February a concert is to be 

held at St Mary’s Church in Maldon and the tickets will be £15.00 each. The final charity event 

for this Mayoral year will be a drama production on 22nd April to celebrate St George’s Day.  

126.3 Mayor of Maldon’s Fund 

The Town Mayor thanked all those who have supported his charity events and donated raffle 

prizes. The balance of the Mayor of Maldon’s Fund currently stands at just over £4000.  

RESOLVED: that the information in the above reports be received and noted. 

127. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

The Town Clerk reported that the Town Council has a supply of pink recycling bags which are 

available to be collected from the Town Council Office. Point Graphics is keen to revive the 

Pancake Race around All Saints Church and would be grateful for support from the Town 

Council. This was agreed by members. Enquiries and applications have been received for the 

post of Moot Hall Development Manager and three people have been shortlisted for interview. 

RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted and that the Town Council should 

support the revival of the Pancake Race. 

128. MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Members considered the minutes of the following committee meetings: 

128.1 Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 5th and 19th December 2016 and 

9th January 2017 (minutes 109-128 inclusive). 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 5th and 19th 

December 2016 and 9th January 2017 Minutes 109-128 inclusive be accepted. 

128.2 Minutes of the Environment Committee held on 10th January 2017 (minutes 105-121 

inclusive). 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 10th January 

2017 Minutes 105-121 inclusive be accepted. 

128.3 Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 16th January 

2017 (minutes 63-74 inclusive). 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 

16th January 2017 Minutes 63-74 inclusive be accepted.  

129. FUTURE OF THE PLUME BUILDING 

Cllrs R Ford, I Kidman, J Miller and S Savage had declared a non-pecuniary interest. 

Members received a written report and presentation from Mr Paul Whitnall of Spires Heritage 

setting out the options for the future of the Plume Building. Mr Whitnall advised members that 

the Heritage Lottery Fund has indicated strong interest in supporting this project and that the 
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deadline for a revised application is 22nd May 2017. Cllr J Miller reported on the Maeldune Trust 

meeting held on 19th January 2017 at which the Trust reported an improved financial situation. 

The Maeldune Trust has begun to explore more options for the future and generally has a more 

positive outlook. 

A discussion took place which included: the Maeldune Trust’s lease having eight years to run 

and its request for a annual grant; income generated by the Plume Library; the possibility of 

recruiting a short-term Field Officer to assist in pulling all the strands of work together for the 

bid; the Maeldune Centre’s Business Plan and the possible design features of an extension to 

the existing building. 

Mr Whitnall confirmed that it would be possible to include a proviso that a new lease for the 

Maeldune Heritage Centre would be dependent on the outcome of the Heritage Lottery Fund 

submission and that no specific design for an extension to the building needs to be considered 

at the moment. It was noted that the Plume Trust and the Maeldune Trust are now in agreement 

on the way forward. A suggestion was made that longer opening hours could be included in 

future plans. 

It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Maeldune Trust should be granted a new 25-

year lease if the lottery grant application is successful. 

It was further proposed, seconded and agreed that the Town Council should support the Plume 

Library Trust and the Maeldune Trust in the preparation of a new business plan and a revised 

submission to the Heritage Lottery fund.  

RESOLVED: that the Town Council supports the Plume Library Trust and the Maeldune Trust in 

the preparation of a new Business Plan and a revised submission to the Heritage Lottery Fund 

and that the Maeldune Trust be granted a new 25-year lease to be made permanent only if the 

Heritage Lottery Fund submission is successful. 

130. MAELDUNE TRUST 

Cllrs R Ford, I Kidman, J Miller and S Savage had declared a non-pecuniary interest. 

 

130.1 Tustees Meeting held on 19th January 2017 

This was covered in the previous item. 

Mr Whitnall left the meeting at 8.25pm 

130.2 Letter from the Maeldune Trust 

Members received and noted a letter from the Maeldune Trust dated 16th December which has 

now been superceded by events. 

RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted. 

131. COUNCILLOR RESIGNATION 

Members noted the resignation of Councillor Martyn Dickinson. The Town Clerk advised 

members that Maldon District Council had advised that there will not be a by-election and the 

position can be filled by co-option. Members agreed that the vacant position should be filled by 

co option using the process proposed. 

RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted and that the vacant position be filled by 

co-option by the same process as used before.  
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132. CLOSURE OF MALDON POLICE STATION 

Cllrs R Ford, M Heard, R Miller and S Savage had declared a non-pecuniary interest. 

 

Members were advised of the concerns of a local resident, who was present at the meeting, on 

the proposal by Essex Police to close the Police Station in West Square and move staff to the 

MDC offices in Princes Road. Members discussed the issue and were in agreement that they 

would prefer the Police Station to stay where it is. In particular, the issues of access for 

emergency vehicles, parking and ease of access for the public were discussed. An alternative 

suggestion was put forward that police emergency vehicles could operate from the Fire Station 

in Spital Road with the rest of the staff based in MDC’s offices. 

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed that the Town Council writes to the Chief 

Constable expressing concern at the plan to shut the current Police Station and stressing that it 

should stay where it is as the current building and location meet all requirements. 

A further proposal was made and seconded that, in the event of the closure going ahead, the 

Town Council should write to the Chief Constable suggesting that the police emergency 

vehicles should operate from the Fire Station, which is set up for emergency vehicle access. 

Following a casting vote from the Town Mayor, this proposal was agreed.  

RESOLVED: that the Town Council writes to the Chief Constable of Essex expressing concern 

that the Police Station is to relocate to Princes Road and urging the decision to be reconsidered. 

If the closure goes ahead, that the Town Council writes to the Chief Constable suggesting that 

police emergency vehicles be based at the Fire Station in Spital Road which has safer 

emergency vehicle access. 

133. ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 2017 

Members agreed the date and format for the Annual Town Meeting which will take place on 18th 

April 2017. It was felt that it would be premature to discuss the Maldon and Heybridge 

Masterplan and a talk on the Future of the Plume Building by Paul Whitnall was suggested 

instead. This was agreed. 

RESOLVED: that the 2017 Annual Town Meeting be held on 18th April 2017 with Mr Whitnall to 

give a presentation on the Future of the Plume Building. 

134. THE MARKING OF SIGNIFICANT DATES IN 2017 AND 2018 

Members received details of significant commemorative dates coming up in 2017 and 2018, 

particularly those relating to the Centenary of WW1 and considered how best to mark them. It 

was suggested that a WW1 Commemorative Dates Working Group should be formed to put 

forward a plan and volunteers were sought. Cllrs A Hafiz, J Miller, S Nunn and J Stilts 

volunteered. 

RESOLVED: that the Town Council forms a WW1 Commemorative Dates Working Group to 

consist of Cllrs A Hafiz, J Miller, S Nunn and J Stilts. 

Cllr T Shrimpton left the meeting at 9.00pm and Cllr S Nunn left at 9.02pm. 

135. INTERIM AUDIT REPORT 

Members were asked to receive and approve the interim audit report. 

RESOLVED: that the report be received, noted and agreed. 
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136. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS  

Cllr M Heard noted that he has reported seven non-functioning street lights at the top of 

Fambridge Road and urged fellow members to also report non-functioning street lights online. 

Cllr Savage said he has already reported the ones in Fambridge Road. 

Cllr R Miller reported that he attended the recent Extraordinary General Meeting of the Carnival 

Association at which it was only possible to elect a Chairman. The Chairman is seeking support 

and volunteers from the local community to enable a committee to be formed so that an event 

can go ahead this year. 

RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted. 

137. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ALSO SERVING AS DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

Cllr S Savage had attended the recent Local Community Liaison Committee meeting at which 

Bradwell A power station was discussed and it was confirmed that a feasibility study is to go 

ahead on Bradwell C.  Cllr Savage also reported that the Overview and Scrutiny Committee had 

requested a briefing on the future of Maldon Hospital from Mid Essex CCG at which it was 

confirmed that it will have no beds. 

Cllr M Heard said that, as the Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee, he will be chairing 

a meeting at which the Police and Crime Commissioner will be present, on 15th March 2017 at 

Maldon District Council offices, and all are welcome to attend. 

RESOLVED: that the information be received and noted. 

138. QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

Two members of the public spoke of their dissatisfaction on the relocation of Maldon Police 

Station and confirmed that they have a petition of over 700 signatures supporting their view. The 

Town Mayor confirmed that the letter the Town Council will be sending to the Chief Constable 

will support their views. 

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and 

public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that 

publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest. 

The members of the public left the meeting. 

139. BRICKHOUSE FARM ALLOTMENT SITE 

Members received correspondence from Essex County Council regarding the above. It was 

proposed, seconded and agreed that the content be noted and the item remain a confidential 

issue. 

RESOLVED: that item 139 remain in the private domain. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20pm. 

Cllr Richard Miller 

Town Mayor 

Signed:……………………………………………….       Date:………………………………….. 


