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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON  
MONDAY, 8TH AUGUST IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, TOWN HALL, 

MARKET HILL, MALDON COMMENCING AT 7.30PM 
 
Town Mayor:  Councillor R Miller 
 
Deputy Mayor: Councillor J Stilts 
 
Councillors:  A Hafiz, I Kidman, S Nunn, D Ogg, M Pearlman, S Savage, T Shrimpton and  
   P Stilts 
In attendance: The Town Clerk, the Administrative Assistant, the Sergeant-at-Mace, Dr R 

  Wooldridge and a member of the public. 
 
Before the meeting started, members were invited to join in a short prayer with the Town Mayor and a 
short silence was held in memory of well-known Maldon resident Tony Sutton who recently passed 
away. 

 
41. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs M Dickinson (away on business), R Ford (on holiday),  
M Heard (a family commitment) and F Shaughnessy (on holiday). 
  
42. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members were reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, Other 
Pecuniary Interests or Non-Pecuniary Interests which they know they might have in items of business 
on the agenda.  They were reminded that they will need to repeat their declarations at the appropriate 
point in the meeting and leave the room if required under the Code of Conduct.  Unforeseen interests 
must be declared similarly at the appropriate time. 
 
Cllr Miller declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Moot Hall. 
 
43. MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
Members were asked to approve the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 27th June 2016.
    
RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 27th June 2016 be confirmed as a 
true record and signed by the Town Mayor.       

44. TOWN MAYOR AND DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR  

44.1 Engagements    
Details of the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor’s engagements since the last Council meeting 
were received. The Town Mayor highlighted the success of Carnival day and thanked the Deputy 
Mayor for attending events on his behalf. He also explained that he has appointed a Mayor’s Cadet, 
Cpl Harry Clack. 
 
44.2 Plans for the Mayoral Year 
The Town Mayor informed members that they will be advised in plenty of time about events he is 
planning to hold.  
  
44.3 Mayor of Maldon’s Fund 
The Town Mayor advised members that the charity evening held at the House of Delight in Maldon 
made £540 for the Mayor’s fund, and the Rotary Club has made a donation of £100 to the Fund from 
the recent quiz evening they held. 
 
RESOLVED: the information in the above reports was noted.  
  
45. MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Members considered the minutes of the following Committee meetings: 
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45.1 Planning Committee meeting held on 20th June 2016, Minutes 17-23 inclusive 

RESOLVED: the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 20th June 2016, Minutes 17-23 
inclusive, were accepted, 

45.2 Planning Committee held on 4th July 2016, Minutes 24–32 inclusive 

RESOLVED: the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 20th June 2016, Minutes 24-32 
inclusive, were accepted. 

45.3 Environment Committee meeting held on 11th July 2016 

RESOLVED: the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 11th July 2016 were 
accepted. 

45.4 Planning Committee held on 18th July 2016, Minutes 33-38 inclusive 

RESOLVED: the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 18th July 2016, Minutes 33-38 
inclusive, were accepted. 

45.5 Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 25th July 2016,  Minutes 16–23 
inclusive 
 
Following a query relating to item 19.3, the Town Clerk confirmed that she will be providing the 
requested clarification relating to the listed items at the next Finance & General Purposes Committee 
meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: subject to the requested clarification being provided by the Town Clerk, the minutes of 
the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 25th July 2016 were accepted. 
 
46. FRIENDS OF THE MOOT HALL 
Members received a written and verbal report from Dr R Wooldridge on the proposed way forward for 
the Friends of the Moot Hall regarding the plan to become the employing body for the Moot Hall Staff.  
Cllr Nunn thanked Dr Wooldridge and the Trustees for their hard work over the last few years, which 
he said has left the Moot Hall in a much improved position. He noted that the Moot Hall Manager has 
resigned and therefore any risk associated with the Trust becoming the employing body for the staff 
lies with the guides employed on zero-hours contracts. The requirement to comply with TUPE 
Regulations would involve liability on behalf of the Town Council.  Cllr Nunn advised that the existing 
staff should leave their current positions and then, following a break, be offered new contracts with 
Friends of the Moot Hall. Cllr Nunn outlined the process involved. Dr Wooldridge said he will report 
back to the staff with this information and it was proposed that Cllr Nunn should meet with the Friends 
of the Moot Hall to agree a way forward. 
 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Nunn will meet with the Friends of the Moot Hall to agree a process for the 
Trust to become the employing body for the Moot Hall Staff. 
 
 

47. UPGRADE TO OFFICE COMPUTERS 
Members received a report on the proposed upgrade of two office computers and implementation of 
the transfer to Microsoft Office 365 as agreed in July 2015. The provision of a new email host was 
queried and the Town Clerk reported that she has not yet received the costings she is waiting for. It 
was proposed that the issue of the email host be raised at the next Website Working Party meeting 
and that the computer upgrade should be agreed with a maximum cost of £500 for each new 
computer. 
 
RESOLVED: that the issue of the email host should be raised at the next Website Working Party 
meeting and that the computer upgrade should go ahead with a maximum cost of £500 for each new 
computer. 

 
48. ESSEX ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS AGM  
48.1 Members received notice of the Annual General Meeting and Annual Conference to be held 
on Thursday 22nd September 2016 at Great Dunmow and were asked to decide if the Council wishes 
to send a representative. Cllrs Savage and Hafiz volunteered to attend. 
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RESOLVED: the information was noted and Cllrs Hafiz and Savage will attend the EALC AGM and 
Annual Conference on 22nd September 2016. 
 
48.2 Members were requested to nominate a representative to the EALC Executive. 
 
Cllr Hafiz was nominated and it was proposed that he should become the representative for this area. 
 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Hafiz shall be the representative for the Maldon area on the EALC Executive. 
 
49. REQUEST FOR ROAD CROSSING AT WHITE HORSE CAR PARK 

 Cllr T Shrimpton put forward a proposal to members for a pedestrian crossing between the White 
Horse Car Park and the shops opposite. There is currently a sleeping policeman there, which causes 
confusion to both pedestrians and drivers. The proposal was discussed and members agreed that the 
installation of an uncontrolled crossing should be pursued. 
 
RESOLVED:   that the Town Clerk should contact Cllr Penny Channer of ECC to request the 
installation of an uncontrolled pedestrian crossing. 
 
50 MALDON TOWN HALL 
(i) Cllr J Stilts put forward a proposal to Members for a mural representing Maldon to be painted for 
the balcony of the Town Hall’s Main Hall. This could be attached to the balcony rather than painted 
directly onto it. During a discussion it was suggested that local art groups should be given the 
opportunity to put forward suggested designs and then the Town Council should pick a winning 
design if a suitable one is submitted. If there is a winner, the Town Council should pay for the 
materials and scaffolding. Members voted on the proposal. 
 
RESOLVED: that local art groups should be invited to submit designs for a mural and that if a winning 
entry is chosen, the Town Council shall pay for the materials and scaffolding.  

 
(ii) Members received a request and a report from the Lions to house a defibrillator at the Town 
Hall and for the Town Council to be responsible for its ongoing maintenance. Members discussed the 
cost and maintenance implications and the obligations of the Council. It was proposed that a 
defibrillator should be housed outside the Town Hall but that the Ambulance Service should be 
approached and asked if they would adopt it. Members voted on this proposal. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Lions should provide a defibrillator to be housed outside the Town Hall and that 
the Ambulance Service be asked to adopt it.   
 
51 MALDON DISTRICT CONSERVATION DESIGN AWARDS 2016 
Members were asked to consider if there are any worthy nominations for the above award. The 
suggestions put forward were the frontage and railings of the former Middleton Manor Home and the 
Leech Memorial Garden. Members agreed that, if they meet the criteria, both of these should be put 
forward. 
 
RESOLVED: that the frontage and railings of the former Middleton Manor Home and the Leech 
Memorial Garden be nominated for the Maldon District Conservation Design Awards 2016. 
 
52 STANDING ORDERS 
Members considered whether the Town Clerk should be robed at Town Council meetings. Following a 
discussion, it was proposed that no decision is made now and the issue is revisited in 12 month’s 
time. 
 
RESOLVED: that a decision on whether or not the Town Clerk should robe for Council Meetings is 
deferred for 12 months. 
 
53. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS  
The Town Mayor reported that Cllr C MacKenzie has resigned as a member of the Town Council. The 
Town Mayor has written to thank him for his service. 
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The Town Mayor reminded Members that the Trustees of Maldon District Museum are holding an 
open evening on 17th August to which all Town Councillors are invited. 
 
RESOLVED: the information was noted.  
 
54. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ALSO SERVING AS DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr Savage reported that serious road traffic accidents in the town have resulted in a fatality and also 
in the demolition of railings outside a property on Market Hill.  Cllr Savage attended a Local 
Transportation meeting and provided an update on bus services. Another consultation on services is 
to take place. 
 
RESOLVED: the information was noted. 
 
55. MINUTES & REPORTS RECEIVED FROM OTHER ORGANISATIONS 

 No minutes or reports have been received received since the last meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: the information was noted. 
 
56. QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS OR PUBLIC 
Referring to the agenda item on the White Horse Car Park crossing, the member of the public in 
attendance said that an additional hazard is that there is no footpath through the White Horse Car 
park.   The Town Mayor noted this. 
 
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be 
excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest. 
 
The member of the public left the meeting. 
 
17. COMMITTEE REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 
Environment Committee Meeting held 11th July 2016, Minute 41 
  
Regarding an Ash tree in St Mary’s Churchyard which the owner of a nearby property believes has 
caused a possible subsidence problem, an application for the tree to be felled resulted in Maldon 
District Council issuing a Tree Preservation Order for the tree. Following a discussion, the 
Environment Committee resolved that the Town Clerk will write to Maldon District Council to comment 
that, as they have issued the TPO, they should accept future responsibility and liability for any further 
subsidence and damage to the property resulting from the tree roots. Members were asked to agree 
this resolution. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Resolution of the Environment Committee Meeting held on 11th July 2016, 
Minute 41, was noted and agreed. 
 
Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held 27th July 2016, Minutes 24–27 
(inclusive) 
A request from a resident that the Town Council should make a contribution to necessary repairs to 
Dykes Chase (a private road), because the Council’s contractor uses it to access Leech Memorial 
Gardens, was discussed at the F&GP Committee meeting held on 27th July 2016. The Committee 
resolved that the Town Council would not make a financial contribution to the repair of Dykes Chase. 
Members were asked to agree this resolution. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Resolution of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 
27th July 2016, Minutes 24-27 inclusive, was noted and agreed. 
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18. PUBLIC DOMAIN 
It was agreed that no item discussed in Private Session could be moved into the Public Domain. 
 
RESOLVED: that no item discussed in Private Session be moved into the Public Domain. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.41pm. 
 
 
 
Cllr Richard Miller 
Town Mayor 
 
 
Signed: …………………………………………………        Date: …………………………………….. 
 
 
 

 
 


