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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY,  
8th FEBRUARY 2016 IN THE MAIN HALL, TOWN HALL,  
MARKET HILL, MALDON COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M. 

 
Town Mayor:  Councillor M Heard 

Deputy Mayor: Councillor R Miller 

 Councillors:  R Ford, A Hafiz, I Kidman, S Nunn, D Ogg, S Savage, Mrs F Shaughnessy,  
   T Shrimpton, Mrs J Stilts & P Stilts 
 
In attendance: The Town Clerk, the Administrative Assistant and the Sergeant at Mace. 
 
Before the meeting started, members were invited to join in a short prayer with the Town Mayor   

 
124. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr M Dickinson (away on business), Cllr C 
MacKenzie (due to illness) and Cllr M Pearlman (away on business).  

 
125. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members were reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, Other 
Pecuniary Interests or Non-Pecuniary Interests which they know they might have in items of business 
on the agenda.  They were reminded that they will need to repeat their declarations at the appropriate 
point in the meeting and leave the room if required under the Code of Conduct.  Unforeseen interests 
must be declared similarly at the appropriate time. 

 
126. MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 7th DECEMBER 2015 
Members were asked to approve the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 7 December 2015. 
It was noted that in item number 110 on page 24, the last sentence should say `…the Plume Library 
and the Maeldune Heritage Centre should be given at least six months to work together to produce a 
joint business case…(not `up to ‘ six months). The same amendment should be made to the 
Resolution. 
 
RESOLVED: with the addition of the above amendments, the minutes of the Town Council meeting 
held on 7th December 2015 were agreed as a correct record.                    
        

127. TOWN MAYOR AND DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR 

127.1 ENGAGEMENTS 
The Town Mayor gave a brief synopsis of the 33 engagements carried out since the last Council 
meeting.  He particularly highlighted the Plume School Senior Citizen’s Christmas Party and the 
Charity Quiz Night held on 15th January which was extremely well-attended and successful. The Town 
Mayor thanked the Deputy Town Mayor and Cllrs Mrs J and P Stilts for representing him at events 
and other Town Councillors for their help and support.  
    
127.2 Update on Plans for the Mayoral Year 
The next Town Mayor’s charity events will be: 
Saturday 13th February 2016 Curry ‘n’ Race Night at the Town Hall 
Friday 18th March 2016 Historical Talk `Royal Connections to Maldon’ at the Town Hall 
Friday 22nd April 2016 St George’s themed event at the Plume School. 

127.3 Update on the Mayor of Maldon’s Fund 
The balance of the Town Mayor’s Fund currently stands at £4550.68. 
 
RESOLVED: the information in the above reports was noted. 
  
128. MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Members considered the minutes of the following Committee meetings: 
   
128.1 Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 30 November 2015 
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RESOLVED: the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 30th November 2015 were 
accepted. 

128.2 Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 14 December 2015 

RESOLVED: the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 14th December 2015 were 
accepted. 

128.3 Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 4 January 2016 

RESOLVED: the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 4th January 2016 were 
accepted. 

128.4 Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 11 January 2016 
Item no. 71 (Declarations of Interest) should include a declaration of a non-pecuniary interest in the 
Plume Building by Cllr Savage because he knows the member of the public who was in attendance, in 
a different capacity. 

RESOLVED: with the addition of the above amendment, the minutes of the Finance & General 
Purposes Committee meeting held on 11th January 2016 were accepted. 

128.5 Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 18 January 2016 
Regarding page 62, item 9, Cllr Savage advised that a resolution should not contain a 
recommendation both for and against a proposal.  However, the minutes have been approved by the 
Planning Committee. 

RESOLVED: the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 18th January 2016 were 
accepted. 

128.6 Minutes of the Environment Committee held on 25 January 2016 
 
RESOLVED: the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 25th January 2016 were 
accepted. 
  
129. NOTABLE ANNIVERSARIES 2016 

129.1  The Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebrations 11-12 June 2016  
Members received a written report from the Deputy Town Mayor and were asked to agree the Town 
Council’s participation.  Following a full discussion of the proposals it was agreed that a joint event 
between MTC and Churches Together in Maldon should be organised and a cost of £300.00 be put to 
Finance and General Purposes Committee for discussion. The Deputy Town Mayor said he will report 
back from a meeting he is having with CTiM on a suggested invitation list so that invitations can be 
sent out by the end of April. The Town Clerk clarified that this is a Civic event and therefore it is 
appropriate for staff time to be spent on it. 

RESOLVED: that planning should go ahead for a joint event between MTC and CTiM; that a cost of 
£300.00 be put to the Finance and General Purposes Committee for approval; and the Deputy Town 
Mayor will submit a suggested invitation list to the Town Clerk for consideration. 

129.2 Other notable anniversaries  
There are a number of other notable anniversaries in 2016. They are: the centenary of the Battle of 
the Somme (26 Maldon men lost their lives); 100 years since the  Battle of Jutland where two Maldon 
men lost their lives; 1100 years since King Edward first established the Burh of Maldon;  and 400 
years since the death of William Shakespeare whose players visited Maldon.  Members were asked 
to consider which of these events, if any, the Council should commemorate in addition to the 
Queens’s birthday, and to allocate funds if required. They received a written funding report. A 
discussion took place on which events should be commemorated and on the funding. It was 
suggested that Cllr Nunn could give a historical talk incorporating both the Battle of the Somme and 
the Battle of Jutland on Friday 18th November 2016 and that the names of those Maldon men who fell 
in both these battles could be read out on Remembrance Sunday (13th November 2016). It was also 
suggested that Cllr Nunn should write an article for the Maldon and Burnham Standard on the 
establishment of the Burh of Maldon, coinciding with the anniversary. It was also proposed that the 
Civic Events budget should be increased by £1,000 by a transfer of funds from General Reserves. 
Members voted on these proposals all of which were agreed. 
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RESOLVED:  

 Cllr Nunn gives a talk on the Battle of the Somme and the Battle of Jutland on Friday 18th 
November 2016;  

 the names of those Maldon men who fell in both these battles are read out on Remembrance 
Sunday, 13th November 2016; 

 Cllr Nunn writes an article for the Maldon and Burnham Standard on the establishment of the Burh 
of Maldon;  

 the Civic Events budget is increased by £1,000.00 for 2016-17. 
  
130. EXTERNAL AUDIT  
Members were informed that The Audit Commission ceased to exist on the 1 April 2015 and a new 
company – Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd - has been created to take over the 
appointment of external auditors and the setting of audit fees for smaller authorities from 2017. This 
Company was set up on behalf of the Department for Communities and Local Government by the 
National Association of Local Councils, the Society of Local Council Clerks and the Association of 
Drainage Authorities and can formally appoint external auditors on behalf of the Town Council, very 
much as the Audit Commission did previously, for a five year period from the financial year 2017/18. 
This will happen automatically unless the Town Council decides to opt out and set up an independent 
Audit Panel to procure external audit itself. The deadline for opting out is 31st March 2016. Members 
were asked to approve the appointment of Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd to act for the 
Town Council in the appointment of the external auditor. Following a discussion, Members 
unanimously agreed to the proposal. 
 
RESOLVED: that Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd is appointed to act for the Town 
Council in the appointment of the external auditor. 
 
131. MALDON VINTAGE CHRISTMAS FAYRE 24 NOVEMBER 2016  
Cllr Mrs J Stilts gave a verbal report on behalf of the Working Party which has met and has set a date 
for this year’s Christmas Fayre. It will be on Thursday 24th November 2016.  Some requests for stalls 
have already been received. The appointment of someone to organise the event will be requested 
through the Finance and General Purposes Committee.   
The Town Mayor said he was delighted with the feedback from the 2015 Fayre and gave his grateful 
thanks to the Working Party members. 
 
RESOLVED: the information was noted.    
 
132. MDC COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP  - STREET RACING 
Members received the notes of the multi-agency meeting held on the issue of street racing, held on 
Monday 14 December 2015, and Cllr Hafiz provided a verbal report.  The Town Mayor thanked Cllr 
Hafiz for attending the meeting.  
 
RESOLVED: the information was noted. 

 
133. LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME  
The Deputy Town Mayor provided a briefing document on the Scheme, explaining its purpose and 
value and the standards of practice which need to be evidenced to achieve each level of award. He 
also explained the process involved and provided a flow-chart showing the steps necessary to 
achieve each level. Members voted on a proposal for MTC to apply for Foundation Level, which was 
agreed. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Town Council should apply for Foundation Level of the Local Council Award 
Scheme.    
 
134. ANNUAL TOWN MEETING  TUESDAY 19 APRIL 2016 
Members were reminded that It has been usual practice for the evening to include a short 
presentation from a local organisation and were requested to consider which organisation should be 
offered the opportunity to give a presentation this year. It was proposed that, following the 
achievement of a Gold Award in 2015, Maldon in Bloom should give a presentation.  It was also 
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proposed that Cllr Nunn give a short talk on the establishment of the Burh of Maldon. Members voted 
on the two proposals and agreed both. 
 
RESOLVED:  that presentations should be given at the Annual Town Meeting on 19th April 2016 by 
both the Maldon in Bloom Committee and Cllr Stephen Nunn. 
  
135. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS  
The Deputy Town Mayor gave a verbal report on Maldon Carnival Association following his recent 
attendance at an Extraordinary General Meeting held by the Association.   The Association is 
struggling to appoint a committee, however the indications are that there will be a carnival procession, 
but no event on the Prom or any events in the week leading up to carnival day. 
 
Cllr Mrs F Shaughnessy attended the Maldon District Museum meeting and gave a verbal report. All 
artefacts have now been removed from St Cedd’s building and one room of the museum is being 
used as an office. The spring meeting will be held at the Octagon Centre on 10th or 17th March 2016. It 
has been suggested that the museum should have a Patron.  The new website is being progresses. 
The Museum reopens on 25th March 2016 in time for Easter. 
 
The BBC asked permission to feature one of the pictures hanging in the Moot Hall in a programme.  
Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee have given permission and the BBC has 
agreed to give a donation of £50.  
 
RESOLVED: the information in the above reports was noted.  
 
136. MINUTES & REPORTS RECEIVED FROM OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
Members were informed that the minutes from the following meetings are available. 

 Maldon Twinning Association  30 November 2015  

 Maeldune Trust  10 December 2015  

 The Price Charity 
 
RESOLVED: the information was noted. 
 
137. QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS OR PUBLIC 
There were no members of the press or public present. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 
 
 

Cllr Mark Heard 
Town Mayor 
 
Signed……………………………………………………………   Date………………………………… 


