
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

EXTRA MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON  
MONDAY, 24th APRIL 2017 IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, TOWN HALL,  

MARKET HILL,MALDON COMMENCING AT 6.45 P.M. 
 

A  G  E  N  D  A 

 
Meeting of:  Maldon Town Council 

  

Date:   Monday, 24th April 2017  

 

Time:   6.45 p.m. 

  

Place:   The Conference Room, Town Hall, Market Hill, Maldon  

 

Members are hereby summoned to attend the above Meeting to transact the following 

business. Members are respectfully reminded that each item on the Agenda should be 

carefully examined. If you have any interest, it must be duly declared.  
 

To be present:  Councillors  R.  Miller  (Town Mayor)   

           J. Stilts  (Deputy Town Mayor) 

     R. Ford 

     A. Hafiz 

     M. Harvey     

     M. Heard 

     I. Kidman 

     J. Miller      

S. Nunn 

     D. Ogg 

     M. Pearlman 

     S. Savage 

     F. Shaughnessy 

     T. Shrimpton 

     P. Stilts 
  

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
To receive, consider and approve apologies for absence.  

MALDON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Council Offices 

Town Hall, Market Hill 
Maldon 

Essex  CM9 4RL 
 

Tel:   (01621) 857373 
Fax:  (01621) 850793 

e-mail:    townclerk@maldontowncouncil.gov.uk 

website:      www.maldontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Town Mayor:  Cllr Richard Miller  

Town Clerk:    Mrs Jane Coleman 
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2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members are reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable 
Pecuniary Interests, Other Pecuniary Interests or Non-Pecuniary Interests 
which they know they might have in items of business on the agenda.  They 
are reminded that they will need to repeat their declarations at the appropriate 
point in the meeting and leave the room if required under the Code of 
Conduct.  Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate 
time. 
 

 
3. MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2017. It is proposed that approval 
is deferred to the Town Council meeting at 7.30 pm on 15th May 2017  
                    
 
         

4 MALDON & HEYBRIDGE CENTRAL AREA MASTERPLAN 
CONSULTATION  

To consider and approve a response to the above. A recommended response 
has been prepared by the Planning Committee and is attached. 

 

 

 

Signed:      
Town Clerk          Date:  18th April 2017 
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MALDON & HEYBRIDGE CENTRAL AREA MASTEPLAN 

CONSULTATION 

Agenda Item 3                     

 

Background Information 

• Maldon & Heybridge Central Area Masterplan circulated to councillors by 

email 

• Public Exhibition held in the Town Hall on 5th April 2017 

• Minute 174 Planning Committee Meeting held 10th April 2017 

 

 

Summary 

Maldon District Council have published the above Masterplan, which when 

adopted will form a Supplementary Planning Document to the LDF and guide 

the investment in this area for the coming 20 years. Councillors are offered the 

opportunity to comment on the Masterplan by the consultation closing date of 

28th April. The Planning Committee discussed the Masterplan at their meeting 

held on 

10th April and approved the attached response for consideration by Town 

Council.   

 

 

Advice 

To receive and approve the recommended response  

 

 

  

MALDON TOWN COUNCIL 



4 
 

MALDON AND HEYBRIDGE MASTERPLAN 

 

The following proposals are welcomed and supported by Maldon Town 

Council:- 

 

• Move the recycling depot from its current position to create additional 

capacity for a park and ride/park and stride facility, with more leisure 

connectivity to the town centre. 

 

• Renewal of the Causeway Regeneration Area, including the establishment of 

a Business Improvement District. Councillors consider that it should be the 

District Council’s responsibility to support and encourage existing 

businesses to initiate this.  

 

• High Street General (page 30). Councillors support the proposal for a 

“rigorous programme to remove street clutter guardrails, extraneous street 

posts etc.” They would also welcome rigorous enforcement against cars and 

delivery vehicles parking on the footpaths, which reduces pedestrian access 

and endangers pedestrians, especially on the wide footpath areas outside All 

Saints’ Church and near the Rose and Crown. More bollards are needed to 

prevent parking on the paths and the current guard rails should be retained for 

pedestrian safety, especially at junctions. In addition, signs are needed in the 

High Street to give advance warning of the weight restriction on Market Hill. 

The current signs are not seen by lorry drivers. 

Maldon Town Councillors do not support the following proposals:- 

 

(Each section gives the relevant page numbers from the Masterplan for ease of 

reference)  

 

1. High Street West (pages 34 and 35). 

Councillors do not support the proposal to make this part of the High Street a 

“Pedestrian Priority” area. They consider that implementation of all the current 

proposals would lead to large-scale congestion, danger to pedestrians and chaos 

in the town centre, specifically:- 

• The proposal for a roundel junction at the top of Market Hill and central 

median is impractical, given the space available.  

• At the wider part of the High St outside All Saints’ Church, there are bus 

stops, so a proposed central median, with parked cars and pedestrians, 

would prevent the overtaking of stationary buses and delivery vehicles, 

thus causing even more congestion.  

• The lack of clear priorities at the proposed roundel junction at the top of 

Market Hill will create more congestion and accidents than at present.  
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• The proposal for pedestrian priority in this section of the High Street is 

considered impractical  

 

It is not clear that ECC Highways have been consulted on these proposals. Are 

they supportive of them? 

 

2.  High Street Central (page 36). 

Councillors consider the proposal for another central median along this section is 

also impractical. The High Street here is not wide enough and installing it would 

turn temporarily slow traffic into longer term stationary traffic due to stationary 

buses and delivery vehicles.  

 

Councillors consider that the junctions at Butt Lane and Wantz Road are too small 

to facilitate further roundel junctions in these locations.  

 

3.  High Street Lower (pages 38 and 39). 

The installation of seating areas as shown must take into account:- 

• Current car parking on the footpath (unless enforcement is to be improved)  

• Pedestrians, especially those using wheelchairs and mobility buggies, will 

be obliged to go into the road in order to pass the seating areas.  

• Can Maldon support more restaurants? The increasingly ageing 

population of the town, with extra sheltered accommodation provision, 

especially in the town centre – these residents are more likely to stay at 

home in the evening than go out to dine al fresco. 

• Noise and anti social behaviour in the evening will be an issue 

 

4.  Church Street (page 36). 

Councillors do not support proposals for flag banners in Church Street, which 

would be out of keeping with the conservation area.  A larger sign at the top of 

Church Street to direct pedestrians to the Hythe would suffice.  

 

5.  The Hythe (pages 40 - 42). 

Councillors consider that the Hythe Area should be retained as a working 

boatyard area, not a tourist area. There is insufficient space to combine the two 

successfully. Parking provision is already insufficient, these proposals will only 

exacerbate this. For example, carrying out tasks such as dressing barge sails is a 

practical task requiring a significant space.  A barge’s mainsail needs at least six 

people to carry it a short distance and occupies a large area when spread out on 

the ground. Access to the quay can be restricted when sail dressing is being 

carried out, to prevent damage to sails and people’s clothing and footwear. The 

Promenade Park cannot be restricted in this way.  
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People appreciate the space, and openness for boating access or other activities 

such as Morris dancing etc. The central area review is misconceived as this area 

should be a distinct and special zone related to the river tourism and industries. 

 

The proposal for a second market in this location is not supported.  Maldon 

already has a market, which requires investment and improvement and this 

location is impractical for stallholders to set up in. In addition goods vehicles, 

especially fuel tankers need access to the quay.  

 

Flooding on the quay which currently occurs several times a year is an issue.  

 

Councillors question the practicality of building a new Maritime Heritage Centre, 

and who will meet the costs of its upkeep and administration? In addition, the 

suggested site is, like the rest of the Hythe, in a flood risk area. 

 

Councillors consider that the Promenade Park should be kept as a daytime 

recreation area with plenty of toilet facilities rather than opening it up in the 

evenings which would draw trade away from the town centre businesses.  

 

6.  Fullbridge (page 50). 

This area is, and always has been, a maritime industry area, and should be 

designated as such. Again, the proposals appear to be an impractical combination 

of industry and tourism. Much of the area shown is private property and is used 

for parking by the people who work on Fullbridge Quay. Where are these 

employees to park if this goes ahead? 

 

Many of the vessels at Fullbridge are undergoing repair or maintenance work, 

some of them in dry dock. In reality it is not a scenic place which would attract 

tourists. 

 

7.  The “Iconic” Bridge (page 55). 

Councillors do not support this proposal. Many important questions remain un- 

answered, eg:- 

• Who is going to pay for its construction? 

• In order to allow vessels to pass through, the central span will need to open, 

so who is going to operate it? 

• Will vessel owners have to pay for the bridge to be opened? 

• Who will pay for the routine maintenance of the bridge and the machinery 

needed to open it? 

• Who is likely to use it?  

• What consideration has been given to the health and safety implications of 

having members of the public walking or cycling through the boatyard? 
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• What of the residents of Downs Road, who will now be afraid that if a 

neighbouring property goes up for sale, it will be bought up and demolished 

to allow for this bridge? 

• Why is it needed? Is it going to alleviate traffic congestion on The Causeway? 

 

8. The Causeway (pages 60 - 63). 

Councillors would welcome proposals which address the congestion in this area, 

but consider that the Causeway is much too narrow for a central tree-lined 

reservation. This idea would simply increase the congestion along an already 

busy road.  Heybridge-bound traffic would come to a complete standstill every 

time a lorry delivered to the stone yard opposite the Tavern Garage, as there 

would insufficient space for anyone except a motorcyclist to pass the obstruction.  

 

Councillors would welcome proposals which address the key strategic issues 

currently facing Maldon Town Centre such as:- 

• Insufficient town centre parking provision,  not only for visitors and 

shoppers, but also for town centre employees. How will this be addressed?   

• Traffic congestion in the Town Centre – lack of space for deliveries 

• There should be a strategy for the future of Maldon Town Centre – looking at 

improvements that would benefit all businesses eg the provision of town 

centre wifi.  

 

---oooOooo--- 
 
 


