
E26 
 

MALDON TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON                                                   
MONDAY, 7th MARCH, 2016 IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, TOWN HALL, MALDON 

COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M 
PRESENT: 

Chairman: Cllr P Stilts 

Vice-Chairman:    Cllr S Savage 

Councillors:  Mrs F Shaughnessy, Mrs J Stilts, M Dickinson, M Heard (Town Mayor Ex-officio),  
I Kidman, and D Ogg. 

 
In attendance: J Eva (Environment Committee Officer) and Mrs D Linton (Maldon in Bloom). 

 
119. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

RESOLVED: Apologies for absence were accepted from R Miller (Deputy Town Mayor  
Ex-Officio) 
 

120. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members are reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, 
Other Pecuniary Interests, or Non-Pecuniary Interests which they know they might have in items 
of business on the agenda.  They are reminded that they will need to repeat their declarations at 
the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if required under the Code of Conduct.  
Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time. 

 
121. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on Monday 25th January 2016, were 
agreed and signed as a true record.  
 

122. SITE UPDATE FROM HEAD PARK RANGER – ADRIAN RAYNER   
Adrian reported that the majority of MTC sites have been relatively quiet recently.  
During a routine patrol, two homeless people were discovered sleeping in St Peters 
Churchyard. The Rangers offered them come food and a dry sleeping bag and referred them to 
CHESS, a homeless charity, in Chelmsford.  
The number of people subscribed to the Park Watch scheme has increased; with a couple of 
residents monitoring St Mary’s Churchyard for anti-social behaviour, which they report directly to 
the Rangers.  
The Rangers have recently held youth football sessions at the Plume School, in an effort to 
break down barriers and build good relationships with youngsters of the town.  
From April 2016, the Rangers team will undergo a major restructure and will be known from 
then on as Community Protection Officers, with added responsibility for carparks, fly-tipping etc. 

123. ALLOTMENTS REPORT      
123.1 Site Inspections 
The majority of tenants have started working their plots, in preparation for the growing season 
ahead. Individual plot inspections are due to start from the end of March 2016.   
Maldon Hall  
The site was inspected on Monday 29th February and was found to be in good order, with no 
reported incidents. 
Most plot holders, including two new tenants are well underway and have started cultivation.  
Several tenants reported that the gate padlocks had become increasingly difficult to open, but 
this has since eased. Two identical padlocks were purchased in readiness to replace them. 
A plot left in a poor state, with several large items of broken wood, glass and metal will be 
cleared by the GMC and then offered to a new tenant.   

Warwick Crescent  
The site was inspected on Friday 26th February and was found to be in good order, with no 
reported incidents. 
The soak-away area, near the entrance gate has been fenced off with several heras panels.   
A tenant has left a couple of sacks of rubbish and broken pieces of wood just inside the gate – 
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these items have still not been removed, so a sign informing tenants to dispose of their own 
allotment waste responsibly will be displayed on the information board.  
 
Brickhouse Farm 
The site was inspected on Friday 26th February and was found to be in good order, with no 
reported incidents. 
Several new tenants have started at Brickhouse Farm this year. The previous tenants 
relinquished these plots as a result of inspection letters they had received for non-cultivation 
and excess weed growth. 
 
123.2 Sheds, polytunnel and water harvesting  
Cllr P Stilts commented that rainwater harvesting should be encouraged amongst tenants, as a 
sustainable water source option, available all year round. 
 
RESOLVED: Members agreed that tenants should be encouraged to harvest rainwater where 
possible. All new shed applications must include plans for water harvesting before they are 
accepted.    
 
Cllr Stilts asked the ECO to speak with other local council’s regarding their policy on the 
erection of polytunnels at an allotment.    This will be available at the next meeting. 

 

124. FINANCIAL REPORT  
The financial report was noted. 

 
125. REGULAR PROGRAMME OF TREE SURVEYS FOR 2016 

Members were informed that the Visual Tree Inspections (VTA survey) were carried out in 
February and the report and recommendations were circulated to the committee, via email.
 Quotations for the recommended tree work will be available at the next meeting. 

 
126. AMENITY AREAS 

126.1 High Street bench  
The bench has been ordered and will be installed in due course.  
 
126.2 Blackwater U3A Garden tree work 
A letter was delivered to this property on Tuesday 4th February, asking the owner for permission 
to remove several branches, overhanging the U3A garden. To date, the ECO has not received a 
reply from the owner and the property appears empty.   
 
126.3 Silver birch tree in Eliot Way 
Members were informed that Barrett Homes had accepted MTC’s proposal of £5,000, as a 
commuted sum for the transfer of ownership.  

 
127. EYESORES  

Cllr Savage asked for a running list of reported eyesores, from May 2015.  This list will be 
available at the next meeting.  
 
Cllr Stilts reported the presence of broken glass on the grassed areas along the footpath 
leading from Cross Road to Brookes Square.   The ECO will inspect the site for glass.  

 
128. LEECH MEMORIAL GARDEN 

The garden was inspected on Thursday 25th February and was found to be in good order. 
The GMC has recently carried out their winter pruning work, and has created a wildlife habitat 
pile. The ECO is waiting to receive a quotation to mend the gates at both ends of the garden.  

 128.1 Information board  
Members considered the draft design for the new board, complete with wording and images. 
 
RESOLVED: Minor alterations were made to the image sequence at the bottom of the board 
and to the text.   
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129. MARKET HILL GARDEN  
The garden was inspected on Thursday 25th February and was found to be in good order. The 
flowerbeds and climbing plants on the arbour are growing nicely. Superficial damage has been 
caused to the face of the interpretation board. 

 
130. CLOSED CHURCHYARDS 

All 3 sites were inspected during the week beginning 29th February.  

All Saints’ Churchyard 
The churchyard is in good order, with only small amounts of litter present. 
 
St Peter’s Churchyard 
A bench in memory for Syd Wells has been installed in St Peters Churchyard. 
Two men have regularly been seen drinking alcohol in the churchyard; the Rangers were 
notified on each occasion. 

RESOLVED: In order to deter further cases of anti-social behaviour, members agreed to move 
one of the park benches to a more visible location, within the churchyard.  
 
St Mary’s Churchyard 
The churchyard is in good order, with no reported incidents. 

130.1 Shears Tomb 
Members received a report from a structural engineer, which gave recommendations on how to 
stabalise the tomb walls, before the rebuild could begin. 
 
RESOLVED: In order to get a full picture of how large the void is below ground, the ECO will 
contact a local university or archaeological group about the possibility of using geo-physical 
machinery to scan the vault and surrounding area. 
    

131. PONDS 
Both ponds sites were inspected on Tuesday 23rd February 2016 and were both found in good 
order.  

Ware Pond The pond is clear from surface weed and the resident mallards and moorhens are 
preparing to breed. 
 
Wycke Hill Pond Incidents of dog fouling has become quite frequent in and around the pond 
area. 

RESOLVED: The ECO will check where the nearest dog waste bins are to the site and will erect 
some anti-fouling signs around the pond.   
 
A bird box, installed by the ECO at Wycke Hill Pond was stolen during February.  

RESOLVED: This matter will be reported to the Essex Police 101 crime number.  
 

132. MALDON IN BLOOM 
132.1 Notes from the latest meeting  
Members received the notes from the previous meeting, in which the following points were 
discussed: arrangements for the Children’s Art Competition, Clean for the Queen Campaign and 
High Street hanging basket orders.  

132.2 Gold Award Winners Plaque 
The wording for a plaque, to be mounted on the town sign, in recognition of the AiB Gold Award 
was agreed and reads as follows; Maldon, Anglia in Bloom Gold Award Winners & Most 
Improved Entry, 2015.  

132.3 Clean for the Queen Litter Pick 
The litter pick was carried out on Sunday 6th March, along the banks of the River Chelmer, the 
Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation and around Elms Farm Park. Local volunteers, the ECO, Cllr 
Mrs Shaughnessy and Cllr Hafiz collected 21 full black bags of litter in an hour and a half. Tesco 
kindly agreed to dispose of the waste..     
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133. BUS SHELTER – MILTON ROAD 
The ECO has informed the Infrastructure Development Manager at ECC about Town Council’s 
decision to proceed with the request to install a bus shelter at this location.  

 
134. WAR MEMORIAL  

The War Memorial is in good order and the newly replaced flowers in the tubs are thriving. 
 
135. ST. GILES RUINS 

The site is in good order, with no reported incidents.  

RESOLVED: Cllr Ogg will meet with the ECO on-site to discuss ways to repair the hole in the 
boundary hedge.  
 

136. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 
The report was noted. 
 

137. QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
No questions from the members of the public present  
 

The meeting closed at 8.50 pm 
 

 
Signed: …………………………………….   Date: ……………………………………. 


