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MALDON TOWN COUNCIL  
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 
18TH APRIL 2017 AT 7.30PM IN THE TOWN HALL, MARKET HILL, MALDON  

 

In the Chair:  Councillor Richard Miller, Town Mayor 
 
Councillors: R Ford, A Hafiz, M Harvey, M Heard, I Kidman, J Miller, S Nunn, D Ogg, M 

Pearlman, F Shaughnessy, T Shrimpton, Mrs J Stilts  (Deputy Town Mayor) and P 
Stilts 

 
Apologies:  Councillor S Savage  
 
In Attendance: 105 members of the public 
 
Prior to the start of the meeting, twenty local organisations displayed information and were on hand to 
answer questions from the public. 

 
1. Welcome by the Town Mayor 

The Town Mayor, Cllr Richard Miller, opened the Annual Town meeting and welcomed all those 
present to the Town Hall. He sent best wishes to Revd Canon Stephen Carter who was unable to 
attend for personal reasons. 

 
2. Opening Prayer 
 Fr John Dickens from St Mary’s Church gave an opening prayer. 
 
3. Presentation of the Freedom of the Town Award 

The Town Mayor explained that this award recognises an exceptional contribution to the town by 
a local citizen and was last awarded in 1903. It is the highest civic honour that the town can 
bestow. He announced that he was delighted to present the award to Cllr Stephen Nunn for his 
outstanding contribution to Maldon as a local historian, antiquarian and author. 

 
 In response, Cllr Nunn said he was honoured to receive the award which is the greatest honour 

he has received apart from becoming the Town Mayor. He said Maldon has a fantastic heritage 
and he has immensely enjoyed researching its history. 

 
4. Distribution of funds raised throughout his Mayoral Year, to local charities and 

organisations, by the Town Mayor  
 The Town Mayor thanked all those who has supported his fundraising events by attending them, 

donating prizes or helping to organise and run them. By the end of the last event, which is taking 
place on 22nd April 2017, he expects to have raised over £7,000 during this Civic Year. This has 
been achieved by holding a Chinese evening, a black tie ball, a historical talk on the battles of the 
Somme and Jutland, a casino night, two curry evenings and a Maldon Youth Orchestra Concert. 
A St George’s celebration event is yet to come. The Town Mayor presented cheques to Maldon 
Rugby Football Club; Maldon and Dengie Stroke Support Group; Friends of the Moot Hall; 
Maldon Youth Orchestra; Maldon Cricket Club; the RNLI (Maldon); St Mary’s Church organ 
appeal; The Dawn Sailing Barge Trust; Maldon District Museum; and The Men’s Shed Project. 
Further cheques will be presented after the St George’s charity event has been held.  

 
5. Presentation of the 2017 Mayor of Maldon’s Award for Services in the Community  

The Town Mayor presented the Award to the Maldon Men’s Shed Project. He said he has been 
extremely impressed by the activities of the group and the valuable service it provides for the 
local community. 

 
  The Town Mayor also presented a special award to Ms Rhiain Oakley of Tesco (Fullbridge) for 

her dedicated support throughout his Civic Year which has included attending his charity events, 
donating prizes, and a significant donation to his charity fund.          

 
6. Presentation by Paul Whitnall of Spires Heritage on the future of the Plume Building 
 After explaining how the Plume Building is currently occupied by Thomas Plume’s Library and the  
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Maeldune Heritage Centre, Mr Whitnall outlined the challenges faced to repair, maintain and 
modernise the building in order to attract more visitors. He gave an example of how an extension 
to the building could look, and how it would provide extra space and allow up-to-date facilities to 
be housed. 

 
7. Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 19th April 2016 

The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 19th April 2016 were circulated at the meeting 
and were agreed as a correct record. 

 
8. Matters arising 
 There were no matters arising. 
 
9. Town Mayor’s report 

Councillor Miller noted that during the year a new Town Clerk had been confirmed in post and 
that a new Town Council website is up and running. He explained that the Town Council is in the 
final stages of applying for Quality Council status. He said that over 260 engagements have been 
carried out and a Twinning visit by residents of Villeparisis in France was very successful. Cllr 
Miller made special mention of the work carried out by the Maldon in Bloom volunteers. He 
thanked his Deputy Mayor, Cllr Jeanette Stilts, for her support as well as all the other Maldon 
Town Councillors and staff. He welcomed the Town Council’s newest councillors, Julie Miller and 
Martin Harvey, and wished them all the best for the future. 

 
10. Chairmen's Reports 
(a) Finance and General Purposes Committee 
 The Town Mayor introduced Councillor Abdul Hafiz, Chairman of the Finance and General 
 Purposes Committee. 

Cllr Hafiz explained that this Committee oversees the finances of the Town Council and the 
standard and quality of its public service. He said that in the financial year up to mid-February the 
Council awarded a total of £2,600 to local organisations to support their activities. Cllr Hafiz 
thanked the Committee members for their work. 

 
(b) Planning Committee 
 The Town Mayor introduced Councillor Jeanette Stilts, Chairman of the Planning Committee. 

Cllr Stilts reported that this has been another busy year for the committee with over 248 
applications considered in the last 12 months. She said applicants are always very welcome to 
attend Planning Committee meetings to explain their plans and also members of the public. 
There is a good correlation between the Town Council’s view and those of Maldon District 
Council although they do not always agree. Cllr Stilts thanked the councillors who serve on this 
busy committee which meets fortnightly.  
  

(c) Environment Committee 
The Town Mayor introduced Councillor Flo Shaughnessy, Chairman of the Environment 
Committee. 

Cllr Shaughnessy said that the Environment Committee brings councillors into contact with many 
interesting groups and volunteers. She explained the responsibilities of the Committee which 
include managing three allotment sites; All Saints, St Mary’s and St Peter’s churchyards; and 
Wycke Hill Pond.  Cllr Shaughnessy noted that plants have been donated by local residents for 
Leech Memorial Garden. She thanked all the groups and volunteers for their support and also her 
fellow committee members. 

 
The Town Mayor thanked the Committee Chairmen for their reports.   

 
11. Questions from residents 

The Town Mayor invited residents to ask questions and explained that any questions of a 
technical nature or those needing research will be answered in writing.  
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A member of the public raised the following issues: 

• Would the Town Council consider moving the opportunity for the public to ask questions 
to the beginning of a meeting in future? 

• He requested clarification of the ownership status of Wycke Hill Pond. 

• He would like a progress report on the provision of a second bench in the High Street 

• He questioned how the District and County Councils could justify increasing councillor 
allowances whilst reducing services to residents.  

• He would like the Town Council to take a more active role in health issues on behalf of the 
town. 

A second resident asked how much of its budget for the previous year the Town Council had 
allocated to the Plume building, given the repairs required.  

A third resident asked which local authority is responsible for footpath maintenance as he is 
concerned about the condition (potholes and trip hazards) of FP6 from Fambridge Rd to the 
doctor’s surgery. He was advised that maintenance of most paths is the responsibility of either 
ECC or MDC and that any concerns raised in MTC committee meetings relating to paths are 
passed to the relevant authority. 

 
The Town Mayor thanked everyone for attending the meeting. He gave special thanks to the 
Town Mayoress, the Sergeant-at-Mace and the Mayor’s Secretary. 

 
 The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 


