
Message from the Town Mayor Cllr Richard GS Miller
Maldon Town Council aims to support and enhance all aspects of town life, be
it economic, social cultural or historic. It does this  by working with many other
organisations, both voluntary and statutory. The last year has seen several
changes at the Town Council. We welcomed our new Town Clerk, Jane
Coleman, and a new councillor for West Ward, Julie Miller.  We have main-
tained the council’s profile through occasions such as the Christmas Vintage
Fayre, the numerous events the Mayor attends and by giving small grants to
local organisations for specified purposes. With the unstinting support of my
Mayoress  Hilary, my Deputy Mayor - Jeanette Stilts and her husband, Peter,
over 250 invitations have received Mayoral support which allows me, with a high
degree of confidence, to state that Maldon is in good heart and is thriving.

Being Mayor is a unique experience, as you are both Chairman of the Town Council and its public face. Of
course, you bear the weighty responsibility of being part of that great history of Maldon Mayors going back
centuries. However,  most of the “day-to-day” business of the Town Council takes place in the several
committees and sub groups which undertake the bulk of the work with the support of members of the public
who contribute to them on an ad-hoc basis. As your democratically elected representatives, Town Councillors
act with a high degree of dedication and professionalism on behalf of the Town with magnificent support from
all the council staff.

A major development this year has been the introduction of a new website, www.maldontowncouncil.gov.uk
containing the latest information on a range of local and Town Council matters with links to other useful
organisations. A useful source of information for both visitors and residents.

There have also been a number of successful events organised for my Mayoral Charities which have realised
several thousands of pounds which will be distributed at the Annual Town Meeting. I am grateful to everyone
who has participated, whether as regular event supporters or given freely of their time and talents to make
each occasion unique and thoroughly enjoyable, and not least to the Mayor’s Secretary, Nina, for her ability
to manage all my demands.

As I look forward to returning to the ‘back benches’, it is with a huge amount of pride at having served our
town, the honour of being part of the legacy of former years and having been able to contribute to what will
come in the future. We face a changing town, encompassing development on a daunting scale in the next
few years, but it will not change the friendly and welcoming nature of Maldon folk with their keen sense of
community. Maldon is indeed special. I send you my best wishes.

All Maldon residents are invited to attend the Annual Town Meeting to
be held on Tuesday, 18th April 2017 at Maldon Town Hall. Local

organisations will have displays and Paul Withnall will give a short talk
about the future of the Plume Building. The Mayor of Maldon’s  Award

for Services to the Community will be announced and
donations made to local charities from the Mayor’s Fund.

Doors open at 6.45pm. Refreshments available.
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Committee Reports

The Maldon in Bloom team’s annual programme of
committee meetings and  community based activities
culminated in two successful occasions. The annual
In Bloom Competition held in June gave the community
the opportunity to enter many different categories. At the
presentation evening in July, achievements were
honoured with prizes and certificates given by the Town
Mayor.
The team received a Gold Award in the Town Category
of the Anglia in Bloom competition for the second year
and the Plume School also received a gold in the Young
Person’s Project. These high levels of achievement
would not have been possible without all the volunteers

who help to improve
Maldon’s environment.
As part of our 20th
anniversary the team
gave a Gold Award Rose
to residents of our French
Twinning Town, Villeparisis.
This year’s  In Bloom theme is ‘Bats, Bees & Butterflies’,
so please join in our local ‘Green’ event and help
brighten up our lovely town. More information is
available on the Maldon in Bloom Facebook page

The 2016 Maldon Christmas Vintage Fayre took place
on a fine evening in November. More visitors than ever
flocked into the town centre where there were over 50
stalls, selling goods ranging from Christmas trees, crafts,
and delicious artisan foods, as well as a range of stalls
supporting local charities. Following the Christmas
Lights Switch-on by the Mayor, two entertainment stages
featured music from Colchester Pipes and Drums, the
Big Sing and Saint FM and there was street entertain-
ment by Dark Horse Morris, a court jester, a balloon
twister, a ghost walker and the Maldon Drama Group,
who performed excerpts from Shakespeare Plays in
various High Street venues.

Prizes were awarded to Coe’s (best dressed large shop
window display), and Two Became One (best dressed
small shop window display). The prize for the Best
dressed stall went to the Maldon Brewing Company and
Tesco who were both resplendent in their Tudor
costumes. Best Overall Christmas Display was awarded
to Brights Path.

This year’s  Fayre will be held on Thursday 30th

November 2017. Local traders and entertainers who
wish to take part can log their interest by emailing
administration@maldontowncouncil.gov.uk.

The Environment Committee is unique as it brings
Councillors into contact with many interesting groups
and volunteers who work to maintain our open spaces.
The Town Council manages three allotment sites which
continue to be very popular with, currently, a short
waiting list for new tenants. The rental charges for plots
are 42p per m2, with a 30% reduction for new tenants
aged 60+. We maintain the three closed churchyards,
All Saints, St Marys, and St Peters where work to restore
the prominent Shears Tomb is underway. Also at this
site the local Stroke Association have plans to raise their
flowerbed to enable easier access for their gardening
group.

Since the Town Council acquired Wycke Hill Pond four
years ago, the site has developed a valuable mosaic of
habitats for wildlife.

The Town Council, in partnership with the Friends of
Leech Memorial Garden, maintains this tranquil garden
which was bequeathed by Edna and Joan Leech to the

people of Maldon.
Much needed repairs
have been under-
taken to the steps and
paving with the
addition of a handrail.
Also, reorganisation
of the Bee Flowerbed
is imminent to allow year-round flowering for pollinators.
The Community Protection Officers maintain diligent
patrols on these sites.

Recent improvements include the addition of a new
interpretation board at Leech Memorial Garden, a
permanent plaque on the Plume School planter (funded
by Maldon in Bloom) and the installation of dog waste
bins at Market Hill Garden and Wycke Hill Pond.

Future plans include the installation of two new High
Street seats, painting the front railings at St Giles Ruins
and the addition of a seat at Wycke Hill Pond.

Environment Committee Chairman: Cllr Flo Shaughnessy

Maldon and Anglia in Bloom Working Group Chairman: Mrs Doreen Linton

Maldon Vintage Christmas Fayre Working Group Chairman: Cllr Michael Pearlman

https://www.facebook.com/MaldoninBloom/


I have had the privilege of being the Chairman of the Town Council’s Planning Committee for two years running. It
has been yet another busy year for the committee with over 248 applications to consider in the last 12 months. All
planning applications are first submitted to Maldon District Council which, by law, has to consult the Town or Parish
Council for the address or land mentioned in the application, within a statutory time frame. We, the Town Council,
look at the proposal and recommend either approval or refusal, but only on conditions which fall within the
legislation set out by government. The final decision, however, rests with Maldon District Council and in some cases
Essex Highways. There is a good correlation between the council’s view and those of the District Council, although
their views and ours do not always agree, but that is democracy.

We always welcome applicants to our meetings to explain their plans as this can give the committee a better
understanding. We also encourage members of the public to attend our meetings, either to put forward their views
on a particular application, or simply to watch local government in action. Alternatively you can write to us with your
views. These meetings are part of your rights to object to or to support an application. If you do not air your views,
you have lost a chance to influence the final outcome. Therefore, I urge you to come along and tell us what you
think about an application that concerns you. I cannot guarantee that the committee will agree with you, but please
do not waste the opportunity.

If you wish to attend a Planning Committee Meeting, we normally meet on Monday evenings at 7.30pm; dates and
copies of the agenda are posted on the notice boards outside the Town Hall and the Moot Hall and on our web page.

 This committee oversees the finances of the Town Council and the standard and the quality of our public service. The committee’s
priority is to make sure that the precept (that part of your council tax which is allocated to Maldon Town Council) is used effectively
on projects and services which offer good value for money and help to make Maldon a better place. All town councillors live in
Maldon, and are all unpaid volunteers and this is your guarantee that we are as keen as you are for Maldon to be a town which
welcomes new enterprise, where existing businesses can flourish, and is a great place in which to live and bring up our children.
Our main purpose is scrutiny, to make sure that every penny is well spent, and that everything the town council does is open and
transparent. For the year ending 31 March 2016, the Town Council’s Income was £374,335 and its expenditure was £369,992.
The Council carried forward a total of £288,519 in Earmarked Funds and General Reserves at the year end.  These reserves will
prove essential as the Town Council has set a deficit budget for 2017-18 for the fourth year running.   Even so, the precept element
has had to be modestly increased by £6467 for 2017-18 to cover the loss of grant support from Maldon District Council.

The Town Council owns 3 major buildings in the Town centre, the Town Hall, the
Moot Hall and the Plume building. This is a considerable financial responsibility
for a local Council but we have harnessed the power of the voluntary sector to
make good use of the two Heritage properties. The Town Council provides a
support grant to the Friends of Moot Hall to run the Moot Hall and to the
Maeldune Heritage Trust to operate the Heritage Centre in the Plume building.
The small grants scheme has been running for many years. The Town Council
is keen to receive applications from small, local, not-for-profit groups.  In the
financial year up to mid February, we awarded a total of £2600 to local
organisations to support their activities:
Maldon Carnival Association  £300  annual Carnival
Maldon Town Regatta Association £250  annual Town Regatta
Maldon Twinning Association  £500 hosting visitors from Villeparisis
Plume School   £300  Christmas Party for older residents
Sea Change Sailing Trust   £300  activities for local young people
Buddies Childrens’ Centre  £500 activities in the childrens’ centre
1207 (Maldon) Squadron, ATC £450 gazebo for promotional activities

And further in kind support through use of the Town Hall to the value of £1144

Maldon Arts Trail    £144    children’s art workshop
Maldon Drama Group   £1000  two amateur drama productions

INCOME £000

Precept 325

Hire of facilities 28

Other 14

Total income 367

EXPENDITURE £000

Admin 136

Grants 3

Loan repayment 67

Town Hall 61

Moot Hall 14

Plume Building 6

Environment 60

Christmas and other events 20

Total Expenditure 367

FORECAST FOR 2016-17

Finance and General Purposes Committee Chairman: Cllr Abdul Hafiz

Planning Committee Chairman: Cllr Jeanette Stilts



2016-2017 2017-2018

EXPENDITURE CORPORATE CORE

Administration and General Purposes 235011 235623

CULTURAL AND RELATED

Town Hall, Plume Library, Moot Hall, Her-
itage Centre, Christmas Lights and Fayre

91500 92637

ENVIRONMENT

Open Spaces, Closed Churchyards,
Allotments, Community Safety

56300 60000

Total Expenditure 383811 388261

Use of Reserves 21883 14518

Less Income 36928 42276

PRECEPT REQUIREMENT 325000 331467

Town Hall
The Hall, Foyer and Conference Room can be hired by contacting the Town
Council offices. Rates listed below are the preferential rates, which apply  to town
residents and local voluntary and charitable organisations

Main Hall
Monday-Friday
(8am-6pm)

£16.00 per hour
Minimum charge
£48.00

Conference Room
Monday - Friday
(8am - 12 midnight)

£13.00 per hour
Minimum charge
£39.00

Monday-Friday
(6pm - 12 midnight)

£18.00 per hour
Minimum charge
£54.00

Monday - Friday
(8am - 12 midnight)

£15.00 per hour
Minimum charge
£45.00

Saturday, Sun-
day and Bank
Holidays
(day and evening)

£20.00 per hour
Minimum charge
£60.00

Foyer
 (if hired separately)

£8.00 per hour
Minimum charge
£24.00

TOWN COUNCIL STAFF

HIRE CHARGES

Useful Contacts
(All phone numbers are 01621
code unless shown otherwise)

TOWN HALL
Tel: 857373
Email:
townclerk@maldontowncouncil.gov.uk

YOUR COUNCILLORS
Maldon East Ward
Abdul Hafiz
191-193 High Street CM9 5BU
Tel: 07904 659177
Stephen Savage
3 Chelmer Terrace CM9 5HT
Tel: 856337

Maldon North Ward
Richard Ford
2 Gate Street CM9 5QF
Tel: 07790 173923
Stephen Nunn
138 Fambridge Road CM9 6BQ
Tel: 857808
Michael Pearlman
Oakwood House 2 High Street CM9 5PJ
Tel: 07850 339639
Tony Shrimpton
102 Washington Road CM9 6AR
Tel: 929717

Maldon South Ward
Richard Miller
1 Francis Mews CM9 6YZ
Tel: 07931 238380
David Ogg
Finch Cottage 41 Mill Road CM9 5HX
Tel: 07885 779299
Jeanette Stilts
11 Masefield Road CM9 6DF

Maldon West Ward
Mark Heard
57 Essex Road CM9 6JH
Tel: 841577
Ian Kidman
c/o The Blue Boar Hotel CM9 4QE
Tel: 07970 659907
Julie Miller
8 Washington Road CM9 6BL
Tel: 07711 985540
Flo Shaughnessy
The Old Manse 10 Lodge Road CM9 6HW
Tel: 853438
Peter Stilts
11 Masefield Road CM9 6DF
Tel: 07973 559981

MALDON DISTRICT COUNCIL
For refuse and pest control, Council Tax &
Planning permission

Tel: 854477

ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL
 County Hall                           0345 743 0430
Highways                              0345 604 7631
Trading Standards              0345 404 0506
Maldon Library                     0345 603 7628

POLICE
Routine or general enquiries                    101
Emergencies only                                     999

Bus times - Traveline           0871 200 22 33
Train times                           0345 748 4950
Citizens Advice Bureau       01621 875774
National Flood Forum          01299 403055

This Annual Report provides details of the workings of the Town Council from 1st April 2016 and brief

details of plans for 2017/18. The Town Council represents the people of the town of Maldon and has a

consultative role in relation to Maldon District Council, Essex County Council and other authorities

responsible for education, police, environment and health. The Annual Report can be made available in

large print. To obtain a copy in an alternative format, please contact the Town Council offices

Town Clerk: Mrs Jane Coleman Planning Clerk: Mrs Caroline Hooper
Environment Committee Officer: Miss Jennifer Eva

Administration Assistant: Mrs Nina Miller
The offices of the Town Council are located on the first floor of the Town Hall

Market Hill, Maldon, CM9 4RL
Telephone 01621 857373

Email: administration@maldontowncouncil.gov.uk
For up to date information please check the Town Council’s website

www.maldontowncouncil.gov.uk

BUDGET CALCULATIONS


