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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER 

2016 IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, TOWN HALL, MARKET HILL, MALDON 
COMMENCING AT 7.30PM 

 

Town Mayor:             Councillor R Miller 
  
Deputy Mayor:           Councillor J Stilts  
 
Councillors:                R Ford, A Hafiz, I Kidman, J Miller, S Nunn, D Ogg, M Pearlman, S 

Savage, F Shaughnessy, T Shrimpton and P Stilts 
 
In attendance:           The Town Clerk; the Administrative Assistant;  the Sergeant-at-Mace; Dr 

James Bettley; and two members of the public at the beginning of the 
meeting and three who joined after the co-option.  

  
Before the meeting started, members were invited to join in a short prayer with the Town Mayor   

 
 

87. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr M Dickinson (away on business).  

 
 

88. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members were reminded that they are required to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, 
Other Pecuniary Interests or Non-Pecuniary Interests which they know they might have in items 
of business on the agenda.  They were reminded that they will need to repeat their declarations 
at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if required under the Code of 
Conduct.  Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time. 
 
Councillor M Heard declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 4 (one of the applicants is known 
to him), item 13 (the applicant is known to him) and item 17 (the author of the letter is known to 
him). 
Cllr I Kidman declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 8 (he is a consultant for the Plume 
Library). 
Cllr R Miller declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 4 (one of the candidates is known to him) 
and item 17 (the author of the letter is known to him). 
Cllr S Nunn declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 4 (one of the candidates is known 
to him). 
Cllr S Savage declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 4 (one of the candidates is known to 
him, item 15 (as a District Councillor has attended a policy meeting) and item 13 (the applicant 
is known to him). 
Cllr T Shrimpton declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 4 (one of the applicants is known to 
him) and item 17 (the author of the letter is known to him). 
Cllr J Stilts declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 4 (one of the candidates is known 
to her). 
Cllr P Stilts declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 49 one of the candidates is known 
to him). 
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89. MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING    
Members were asked to approve the Minutes of the Town Council held on 19th September 
2016. It was noted that in item 73 the penultimate sentence of the last paragraph should read `It 
was mooted but not confirmed that the Maldon Police Station….’ 

RESOLVED: that, with the inclusion of the above amendment, the Minutes of the Town Council 
meeting held on 19th September 2016 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Town 
Mayor.           

 
90. CASUAL VACANCY ON THE COUNCIL  
Cllrs M Heard, R Miller, S Nunn, S Savage, T Shrimpton, J Stilts and P Stilts  
 had declared a non-pecuniary interest. 
 
In accordance with Standing Orders 1C members resolved that the press and public should be 
excluded for this item to enable councillors to interview the candidates and to approve the co-
option of a new councillor for West Ward, if appropriate. 

The Town Mayor welcomed the candidates for co-option to fill the Town Council vacancy and 
explained the interview procedure. He also explained that the successful candidate must agree 
to adhere to the Standing Orders of the Council. Following a short interview with each candidate 
a confidential ballot was held. 

RESOLVED: that having received an absolute majority, Ms Julie Miller be co-opted to fill the 
Town Council vacancy on West Ward. 

The Town Mayor thanked the unsuccessful candidate for his interest in serving on the Town 
Council. The Town Mayor congratulated Ms Miller who accepted the position as Town 
Councillor, signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took her seat at the meeting 
which was resumed in public session. 

Three members of the public joined the meeting. 

 

91.   TOWN MAYOR AND DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR 
91.1  Engagements 

Members received details of the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor’s engagements. The 
Town Mayor highlighted the Mayor’s Ball held at the Warren Golf Club which was a sell-out and 
thanked those members present at the well-attended Civic Service held at St Mary’s Church on 
23rd October. 
 
91.2  Plans for the Mayoral Year 
The Town Mayor advised that the next two charity events are the historical talk by Cllr Nunn on 
the Battle of the Somme and Battle of Jutland on 18th November and the Casino Royale night 
on 3rd December. Tickets are still available for both these events and any support will be very 
welcome. 
  
91.3  Mayor of Maldon’s Fund 
The Town Mayor reported that the balance of the Mayor of Maldon’s fund currently stands at 
£774. This does not include any ticket sales for the historical talk or the casino night. 
 
RESOLVED: the information was received and noted. 
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92. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
Members received a written report from the Town Clerk on matters arising since the last 
meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: the information was received and noted. 
 
93. MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Members considered the minutes of the following Committee meetings: 

93.1 Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 12th and 26th September 2016 – 
Minutes 63-76 inclusive 

RESOLVED: the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 12th and 26th September 
2016 (Minutes 63-76 inclusive) were accepted. 

93.2 Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held 3rd October 2016 Minutes 63-83 
 inclusive 

RESOLVED: the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 3rd October (Minutes 
63-83 inclusive) were accepted. 

93.3 Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 17th October 
2016  Minutes 40-51 inclusive. 
It was noted that the last sentence of item 43 should read `Cllr Savage reported that the recent 
computer system upgrade is causing him email problems…’  
 
RESOLVED: that, with the inclusion of the above amendment, the minutes of the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee meeting held on 17th October 2016 (Minutes 40-51 inclusive) 
were accepted. 
 
 
94.  PLUME BUILDING PROJECT 
Cllr I Kidman had declared a non-pecuniary interest. 
 
94.1  Members received a written report on the proposed building project and Dr James 
Bettley attended to speak to councillors about it. Clarification was requested on certain points 
contained in the report.  
 
The Plume Trust have requested that the Town Council addresses certain issues highlighted by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund before the Trust can consider resubmitting a bid, including 

 an up-to-date quinquennial inspection of the building. 

 evidence of commitment on the part of the Town Council to grant a lease of 25+ years to 
the Maeldune Trust. 

 some indication of the leasing arrangements with regard to the new extension. 
 
Members had agreed at the Town Council meeting in September that David Whymark should 
carry out the Q1 inspection, and this took place on 6th October.  
 
The Plume Library Trust is also requesting that the Town Council makes a 50% contribution to 
the consultant’s (Spires Heritage) fees of £3000 to support the re-submission, as it did for the 
initial bid. This would demonstrate the Town Council’s ongoing commitment to the project to the 
HLF. 
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It was agreed that the issues should be referred to Finance and General Purposes Committee 
for full consideration. 
 
RESOLVED: that this item be referred to Finance and General Purposes Committee for full 
consideration. 
 
94.2  MAELDUNE HERITAGE TRUST 
a) Members were asked to note the resignation of Cllr R Ford as the Town Council 
representative, and to appoint a new representative. The Town Mayor thanked Cllr Ford for 
serving on the Trust. Cllr Julie Miller volunteered to serve as the Council’s representative. 
 
RESOLVED: it was agreed that Cllr Julie Miller shall be appointed to serve on the Maeldune 
Heritage Trust as the Town Council representative. 
 
b) Members received a report about the Heritage Centre and the need to grant a new lease. 
 
RESOLVED: that this item be referred to Finance and General Purposes Committee for full 
consideration. 
 
Three members of the public left the meeting. 
 
 
95.  PLANNING POLICY 
Members received the draft policy on Members’ attendance at District Council Planning 
Meetings for approval. 
 
RESOLVED: that the draft policy on Members’ attendance at District Council Planning Meetings 
be adopted and that copies should be available for members of the public at Planning 
Committee meetings. 
 
 
96.  LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME 
Members received an update on the Local Council Award Scheme and were asked to approve 
the following policies: 

• Comments, Compliments and Complaints Policy 
• Community Engagement Strategy 
• Statement of Intent on Training 
• Training Record 

 
After discussion, it was agreed that the policies should all be approved. 
 
RESOLVED: that the above four Local Council Award Scheme Policies be approved. 
 
 
97.  MEMBERS ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS 
Members received the record of Members’ attendance at meetings. It was agreed that this is a 
good idea and that it may be better to produce it in landscape format rather than portrait. 
 
RESOLVED: that the report be noted. 
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98.  PREMISES ISSUES 
There were no items for discussion. 
 
 
99.  GRANT FUNDING 
Cllr S Savage had declared a non-pecuniary interest. 
 
Members received and considered a request for grant funding from Year 11/12 Students from 
Plume Academy towards the costs of running a Senior Citizens Christmas Party on 16th 
December 2016. The request was discussed and it was proposed that a grant of £300 be made, 
which was agreed. It was noted that future requests should be accompanied by a budget and 
draft accounts. 
 
RESOLVED: that a grant of £300 be made to the Plume Academy towards the cost of running a 
Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party.      
 
 
100.  LOCAL FLOODING BOARDS 
Members discussed a request from ECC Highways to identify if there are any roads in Maldon 
which are prone to regular flooding. It was requested that clarification be obtained on what is 
meant by the abbreviations PR1 and PR2.  Following discussion, it was suggested and agreed 
that this issue should be referred to Environment Committee for roads/locations to be identified. 
 
RESOLVED: that this request be referred to Environment Committee for discussion.  
 
 
101.  LAND AT PRIMROSE MEADOW 
Cllr S Savage had declared a non-pecuniary interest. 
 
Members received and considered a response received from ECC following queries from the 
Town Council about the future of land at Primrose Meadow. During discussion, it was suggested 
the response should be noted and the issue referred to the Environment Committee to be 
monitored. 
 
RESOLVED: the response be noted and the situation monitored by the Environment 
Committee. 
 
 
102.  BOUNDARY COMMISSION  
Members received a report on the Boundary Commission’s consultation on boundary changes 
and the impact on Maldon. During a discussion it was noted that the numbers quoted are 
currently correct but that they will increase significantly as more homes are built and by the time 
the changes are implemented. It was proposed and agreed that the document should be noted 
at this stage. 
 
RESOLVED: the document was noted.  
 
 
103.  PARISH LIGHT CHURCH WALK 
Cllr M Heard and Cllr T Shrimpton had declared a non-pecuniary interest. 
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A report was received about the light adjacent to All Saints Church which is not working and 
members were asked to consider the provision of a replacement. Members discussed the issue 
and agreed that it is important the light is either replaced or repaired. It was noted that the cost 
estimate received from ECC seems rather high and that the Town Clerk should obtain other 
quotes. Members agreed that a replacement light should be installed up to a maximum cost of 
the current ECC quote. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk should obtain further quotes and that the light should be 
replaced up to a maximum cost of the ECC quote already obtained.  
 
Cllr Shrimpton left the meeting at 9.00pm. 
 
 
104. BUSINESS PLAN 2016 
Members were asked to review progress on the Town Council’s Business Plan for 2016-17. 
 
RESOLVED: the information be noted. 
 

 
105. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS  
Cllr Heard reported that ID badges have been produced for MTC staff and the Members who 
asked for one.  He also advised that the Essex Police Commissioner is visiting the Plume 
Academy tomorrow at 6.00pm. 
 
RESOLVED: the information be noted.  
 
 
106. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ALSO SERVING AS DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr Heard informed Members that the Community Safety Department of MDC has produced 
Crimestoppers information cards which have been given to the Community Protection Officers 
(formerly known as Park Rangers) for distribution. 
 
RESOLVED: the information be noted. 
 
 
107. MINUTES & REPORTS RECEIVED FROM OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
The following minutes are available and can be sent to members on request  

• Carnival Association Minutes of Meeting 7th July 2016 
• Maeldune Trust Minutes of Meeting 13th October 2016 

 
RESOLVED: the information be noted. 
 
 
108. QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS OR PUBLIC 
A member of the public made an observation about the land at Primrose Meadow relating to the 
display of notices and whether the public have prescriptive rights depending on whether or not 
the notices were displayed correctly. Cllr Savage responded. 
 
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
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RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and 
public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest. 
 
The member of the public left the meeting. 
 
 
109. COMMITTEE REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 
Environment Committee Meeting held 3rd October 2016 - Minute 83 
A report was received. 
 
 
110. PUBLIC DOMAIN 
It was agreed that no item discussed in Private Session could be moved into the Public Domain. 
 
RESOLVED: that no item discussed in Private Session be moved into the Public  Domain. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20pm. 
 
 
Cllr Richard Miller 
Town Mayor 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………       Date:…………………………………. 
 
 
  

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 


